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U.K. Refuses 
To Endorse 
EU Steps to 

Rescue Beef 
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After suffering a stinging political 
defeat at a European Union meeting of 
agricultural ministers, the British gov- 
ernment Wednesday faced the task of 
putting together a comprehensive pro- 
gram of cattle slaughter by the end of 
this month to eradicate “mad cow” 
disease. 

The program goes beyond the offer to 
kill and burn cattle over 30 month? oi^ 
and could extend to all animats from 
herds affected by the disease, scienr 
tifically known as bovine spon gif orm 
encephalopathy, with the operation su- 
pervised by European health inspect- 
ors. 

The British agriculture minister , 
Douglas Hogg, refused to publicly en- 
dorse die deal worked out by his Euro- 
pean colleagues in Luxembourg be- 
cause they did not set a date for lifting 
the EU’s worldwide ban on British beef 
exports. Later, Mr. Hogg told Parlia- 
ment that Britain was lowing urgently 
into the legality of the ban. 

“It is not justified,’* Mr. Hogg told 
reporters in Luxembourg. “It is not 
based on scientific analysis. It is dis- 
proportionate. It should be removed.” 

After the marathon farm meeting, 
which lasted the best part of two days 
and two nights, one British diplomat 
said the failure to lift the embargo meant 
that Britain would not be bound by any 
deadlines to slaughter cattle. But other 
ministers suggested that the display of 
opposition was symbolic. 

“The United Kingdom will imple- 
ment all the measures agreed,” said the 
Belgian ministry, UTmtl Pirtfai . . • 

■ "In fact;- if had little altenatiwe tf iL .- 
wants to receive Etrropeafraid'ibr des- 
troying cattle believed at risk of con- 
tracting the fatal disease, - which sci- 
entists think may be transmissible to 
humans as a new variant of Cremzfeldt- 
Jakob disease. 

The Luxembourg agreement, which 
applies to all countries in the EU, will 
compensate farmers for 70 percent of 
the cost of destroying animals rather 
than selling them far human consump- 
tion, leaving it to governments to pay 
the remaining 30 percent. The operation 
could cost the EU some $400 million a 
year, officials said. 

Mr. Hogg went to Luxembourg seek- 
ing 80 percent Of the total bilL Inst ead, 
the EU left Britain with the respon- 
sibility for paying for the huge logistical 
problem ox slaughtering and inciner- 
ating about 15,000 head of cattle a week 
for several years. Experts believe that 
more than 4 milli on bead of cattle over 
30 months will have to be destroyed — 
and that figure could rise (dramatically if 
the decision is made to slaughter young- 
er armriaiB from infected herds. One 
proposal was to use cattle remains as 
hid for power stations. 

More rhan 33,000 separate f arm s 

have reported cases of mad cow diseas e, 

representing about half of the country’s 
dairy herd, tite Ministry of Agriculture 
sai d. Britain Has reported more than 
160.000 cases of the disease, which 
scientists believe passed to cattle in the 
1980s when drey were fed protein sup- 
plements containing the remain s ^of 
sheep and cattle offal- Sheep suffer 
widely from a related disease called 
scrapie. . . _ 

In Geneva, the World Health Organ- 
ization said there was “minimal risk]’ 
of the disease being passed to humans if 
strict sanitary measures were taken with 
regard to infected cattle. It said thane 
was no risk of contracting the disease 
from milk, m3k products or gelatin. 



Commerce Chief 


Feared Dead in 


Dubrovnik Crash 


A Survivor Is Reported Found ; 
No Indication of Hostile Fire 


By Brian Knowlton 

International Herald Tribune 


WASHINGTON — A plane carrying 
Ronald H. Brown, the U.S. commerce 


. _ MSIBVSwTlkf donated i*rre» 

Ron Brown chatting with American troops over breakfast on Wednesday at the Tuzla air base in Bosnia. 


British Pass Broad Search Powers 

Tn H DflV. Parliament VntPfi fnr Pnlipp lUAucnra Amiod at tlio TR A 


ea they designate, without pands authority to search oonresid- 
laving grounds for suspi- ential premises, such as parking gar- 
ni declining to be searched ages and office buildings, 
sd, jailed or fined. It is one of several laws enacted here 

lire extends to the whole in tire last two years that have in- 
redal powers previously creased police powers and curtailed 
aw enforcement author- traditional civil liberties in the in- 
hern Ireland, where foe terests of fighting crime generally, 
norist acts have occurred Tbe new powers are also a response 

25 years. to tire Irish Republican Army, which 

leasure also allows senior ended an 18-month truce in February 
als to designate certain with a bomb attack on London’s 
areas for expanded stop- Docklands office complex. While ne- 
owers for up to 28 days, 

permitted. It also ex- . See BRITAIN, Page 6 

By Fred Barbash onemanyar 

wLhbptm Past Service MCessanly l 

LONDON - — Parliament gave foe can be anesfi 
police unprecedented powers Wednes- The measi 

day to stop and frisk people cm foe of Britain sj 
streets in the interests of fighting ter- confined to 
rarism. ities is Non 

The government sought foe legis- majority of te 
lation and rushed it through in a day, over tire last 
citing fears of possible Irish Repub- The new n 

lican Army terrorism over tire Easter police offid 
holiday tids weekend. geographical 

Hie faw; among other tiwngs, allows and-sesrch f 
tbe police to stop, frisk and search any- with reoewa 


Britain Isolated by the ‘Mad Cow’ Gap 


By John Damton 

New York Tones Service 


LONDON — The saga of “mad 
cow” disease, which only five days ago 
was die occasion for a touchy-feely 
show of solidarity among European 
leaders, has turned into a tale of blame 
and confusion, isolating Britain from its 
so-called partners across the English 
Channel as never before. 

The latest plot twist came early Wed- 
nesday rooming when, after two nights 
of frenzied negotiations by European 
Union agricultural ministers, the British 
representative refused to endorse 
tbeagreemeffl. Though it included com- 
pensation for hard-hit British farmers 
and provided for a slaughter of older 
cows most likely to haibar the disease, he 
objected because it did not lift the world- 
wide ban on expert of British beef. 

Britain wQl in all likelihood go ahead 
with die selective slaughter. And to 
some degree objecting to the package is 
good politics: Standing op to die dic- 
tates of Europe plays well at home. But 


it is also risky, since h hardly suggests 
that Britain is serious about cleansing its 
1 1 million cattle herd of the disease that 
has caused headlines around the world. 

The reaction here has been predict- 
ably shrill. Fanners are worried that the 
prolonged ban will finish off whatever 
pathetic spark of consumer interest in 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


beef has been ignited by massive price 
cutting in supermarkets. 

The Conservatives — and in partic- 
ular the “Euroskeptics,” who look 
askance at die Continent as a sort of vast 
foreign conspiracy — are convinced 
they may be able to parlay Europe's 
treason into aclub to bear back Labor in 
general elections due within 13 months. 

And almost everywhere can be heard 
that special sound — die sound of na- 
tional pride taking a licking. 

“I’m disgusted,” said Teresa Gor- 
man, a Conservative back-bencher 


See SAGA, Page 7 



secretary, crashed in stormy weather 
Wednesday as it approached the airport 
in Dubrovnik. Croatia, officials said. 

Although there was no official in- 
formation on Mr. Brown’s fate. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton made an emotional 
visit to the Commerce Depanmem and 
joined its staff in a moment of silence — 
a touching if indirect assumption about 
Mr. Brown’s fate. 

Details of die crash were vague and 
often conflicting, but U.S. and Croatian 
officials said the plane had not been shot 
down. The Pentagon said later Wed- 
nesday that 33 people had been on board, 
including close aides of Mr. Brown’s 
and a crew of six military personnel. 

The White House press secretary, Mi- 
chael McCuny. said that search and 
rescue operations were under way on 
land and in the Adriatic Sea. 

Croatian officials said the tail of the 
plane and four bodies had been found, 
and a U.S. defense official said there 
was little chance anyone on board had 
survived. But one unconfirmed report 
from Dubrovnik said that a woman had 
been found alive. 

President Franjo Tudjman of Croatia 
said on CNN that the plane had crashed 
into a mountainside, which he identified 
as the Hill of Sl John, about 10 miles 
southeast of Dubrovnik. 

Mr. Brown. 54, was just starting a 
tour of Croatia and Bosnia-Herzego vina 
— which was to include about a dozen 
American business executives — to 
study ways to take part in civilian efforts 
to rebuild the region. 

President Clinton and his wife, Hil- 
lary, traveled to the Browns’ home 
Wednesday afternoon to visit the sec- 
retary’s wife, Alma. Mr. Brown, a 
former chairman of the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee, was intimately in- 
volved in Mr. Clinton’s election cam- 
paign in 1992. 

Administration officials said passen- 
gers on the flight included two Com- 
merce Department aides, and Defense 
Department officials confirmed that the 
plane would have an Air Force crew of 


six people. 
TheNe 


Douglas Hogg, Britain’s agricul- 
ture minister, returning to London. 


lew York Times said that one of 
its reporters. Nathaniel C. Nash, 44, 
who was based in Frankfurt, was on the 
plane. 

In addition, Charles Meissner, assist- 
ant secretary for international economic 
policy, was on the plane, according to 
officials at the Justice Department. 

Administration officials said another 
passenger was a longtime Brown aide. 
Bill Morton. 

Susan Borchaes. a spokeswoman for 
the engineering and construction com- 
pany ABB Inc., said she believed thar 
die company's president, Robert E. 
Donovan, was to have been on tbe 


m they were fed protein sup- • „ . ^ ’ 

SSs Signs of a Truce in German Corporate Melodrama 


By Alan Friedman 

International Herald Tribune 
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PARIS — The two sides in one of 
Europe’s most bitter corporate melo- 
dramas, a feud dial has pitted 
Mecallgesellscbaft of Germany against 
its dismissed chief executive, may be 
moving toward a trace after a two-year- 
long war of words and writs. 

Lawyers representing both the huge 
metal and mining company and Heinz 
Schimmelbusch, who was ousted as 
head of Metailgesellschaft in December 
1993 after $1 billion in trading losses, 
have begun secret talks that could lead 


to an out-of-court settlement of their 
mnl rimin i on -dollar lawsuits against 
each other. 

Executives of the company may be 
questioned on tire Schimmelbusch case 
as early as Thursday at the annual share- 
holders meeting in Frankfurt. 

Tbe lawsuits began to fly a year after 
the German metals and mining com- 
pany was driven to the brink of bank- 
ruptcy by the losses in mysterious oil 
futures trading in New York. 

The scandal shook die European fi- 
nancial community, led the Frankfurt 
prosecutor to (men an investigation and 
produced red races at Deutsche Bank, 


which is both the biggest shareholder, 
with 1 6.6 percent of me stock, and the 
leading creditor of the company. 

When it broke, the affair produced a 
vitriolic exchange between Ronaldo 
Schmitz, a Deutsche Bank executive 
who is chairman of Metallgesel lschaft *s 
supervisory board, and Mr. Schimmel- 
busch, whom Mr. Schmitz bad fired. 

Mr. Schinnnelbuscb filed a lawsuit in 
New York in late 1994 alleging that 
Deutsche Bank and Mr. Schmitz bad 
contrived to profit from Metallgesell- 
sebaft’s near-bankruptcy. .Seeking a 
minimum ofSlO million in dama ges , Mr 
Schimmelbusch accused Mr. 


Deutsche Bank and Metailgesellschaft of 
launching “a systematic campaign of 
de famati on” a gains t him. 

In February 1995. the company said it 
would sue Mr. Schimmelbusch in Frank- 
fort for 25 million Deutsche marks ($16.9 
million), charging him and others with 
breach of duty and other infractions in 
what it called ‘ ’the most serious corporate 
crisis in German postwar history.” 

Tbe $2 billion bank rescue of 
Metailgesellschaft in early 1994 also 
angered several European creditor banks, 
who complained that Deutsche Bank had 
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By Frank Brum 

New York Tmcs Service 


NEW YORK — A unanimous federal appeals 
court has ruled that doctors in New York state can 
legally help terminally 01 patients commit suicide in 
certain circumstances, striking down parts of a long- 
standing state ban on assisted suicide. 

Tbe derision by a three- judge panel marked foe 
second time in two months that a federal appeals 
court had ruled in favor of assisted suicide and 
signaled what legal and medical expens said was a 
historic shift in the opinions ofU3. courts on an issue 
that has become increasingly controv e rs i al in foe 
country in recent years. 

“What interest can the state possibly have in 


requiring foe prolongation, of a life that is all bm 


>" the judges said in the latest ruling. 


“And what business is it of tbe state,” the ruling 
added, “to require tbe continuation of agony when 
the result is imminent and inevitable?” 

The ruling Tuesday by the U.S. Coun of Appeals 
for foe Second Circuit followed a similar one last 
month tty foe Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco, 

“I have always thought that society would move 
toward some sort of legalization of assisted suicide, 
but I thought it would take the better part of a decade, 
not the better part of a year,” Arthur Cap l an. director 
of the Center for Bioethics at the University of 
Pennsylvania, said. “You’re talking about a sea 
change — overnight — in public policy on this 
issue.” 

Attorney General Dennis Vaeco of New York 
immediately announced his intention to appeal die 
ruling to foe Supreme Court, and he joined opponents 


of assisted suicide in denouncing foe decision as a 
chilling precedent 

Under the court’s decision, a physician could 
prescribe drugs foal would hasten foe death of a 
terminally ill patient if foe patient was mentally 
competent, requested such help and was able to take 
the medication on his own. 

The ruling applies only to doctors, and not to 
others who might help a person commit suicide. 

Tbe judges offered no specific definition of what 
constituted terminal illness, noting that there was 
broad consensus in the medical community over the 
meaning of that term, but they did say that a patient 
should be in the “final stages” of a disease. 

In coming to their decision, the judges reasoned 
that New York law was inconsistent and did not treat 


See DEATH, Page 6 
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flight. * ‘We cannot confirm that be was 
on that leg,” she said. 

But executives of Boeing Co.. North- 
west Airlines, DynCorp and Enron De- 
velopment Cap., who were due to joinMr. 
Brown in Yugoslavia, were not aboard, 
spokesmen for the companies said. 

Mary Good, undersecretary of com- 
merce for technology, was named to 


replace Mr. Brown temporarily. 


United States had already lost 
three senior officials in the Balkans. 

Robert C- Erasure, S3, the State De- 
partment envoy to the former 
Yugoslavia, was killed in a road ac- 


cident onAug. 1 9 with Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Joseph Kruzel 


d50. 

and Samuel Nelson Drew. 47, a U.S. Air 
Force colonel on the National Security 
Council. 

The three, part of the U.S. team trying 
to negotiate an end to the war in Bosnia, 
were killed when their armored per- 
sonnel carrier slid off a treacherous mud 
track outside Sarajevo. 

Dr. Drag ana Adzovic. an official at 
Dubrovnik hospital, told The Associ- 
ated Press that the hospital had been put 
on fell alert after Mr. Brown's plane 
reportedly crashed, but had received no 
word of survivors. 

The Dubrovnik airport, dosed during 
much of foe conflict in Croatia and 
Bosnia, reopened laic last year and has 
been fully operational since. 

President Tudjman said that despite 
the bad weather, there had been three 
landings at foe airport in the half-hour 
{Receding tbe scheduled arrival of Sec- 
retary Brown's plane. Yet another re- 
port said some flights had been diverted 
because of bad weather. 

Weather in foe area this time of year is 
frequently bad, often changing quickly 
from fog to rain to sleet to snow. 

Mr. Brown’s parry was on a flight 
from Tuzla, in Bosnia, on an Air Force 
T-43. The civilian equivalent of foe two- 
engine plane, a Boeing 737, is con- 
sidered a reliable aircraft, though the 
mid-sized airliner was involved in un- 


See BROWN, Page 6 
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FBI Gets Lead 
On Unabomber 


CrmvtlfJ h Omr FnmOopwrhn 

WASHINGTON — Federal 
agents were preparing Wednesday 
to search the Montana home of a 
man turned in by his family as a 
possible suspect in the Unabomber 
killings, a law enforcement official 
said Wednesday. 

CBS News radio reported that 
the breakthrough in the case oc- 
curred earlier this year when a law- 
yer in Washington approached foe 
FBI (mi behalf of a man who said he 
suspected foe Unabomber might be 
his own brother. The FBI sought 
and won permission from the sus- 
pect’s family to search his parents’ 
house in Chicago. CBS said. It said 
authorities found documents and 
other material there linking foe man 
to a series of bombings, starting in 
1978. that have killed three people 
and wounded 23. (AP. Reuters ) 
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Front Lines of the Truce / Net Much Optimism 


If Things Work in Dobrinja, the Peace Could Last 


By Elizabeth Neuffer 

The Boston Globe 


D OBRINJA, Bosma-Herzegovina — In 
the long ran, the success or failure of 
peace — and of the NATO mission in 
Bosnia — will come down to things as 
simple as what happens to Apartment 1 3 at No. 3 
Indira Gandhi Street. 

Once a sniper nest on the front lines between 


the Bosnian Serbs and Bosnian Army, the apart- 


ment has been transformed by the Krstovic fam- 
ily during four months of peace. They carted 
away the ammunition boxes and the shrapnel 
and they scoured the blackened walls. They 
made it practically livable. 

But then this Bosnian Serb family discovered 
that a slip of a mapmaker's pen at the Dayton 
peace talks put their apartment block on the 
Muslim -Croat Federation side of this Sarajevo 
suburb, rather than in the neighboring Republic 
of Srpska. Now they and other Serb residents say 
they would rather fight than move — or be ruled 
by their former enemies. 

“There are people who are ready to die for 
this," said Sandra Krstovic, 18, looking at the 
shell-pocked buflding site calls home. “The best 
four years of my life were already lost in this war. 
Now, I'm worried it will start all over again.” 

In fact, starting all over again is the problem. 
As residents struggle to rebuild Dobrinja, scene 
of some of the fiercest fighting of the war, they 
have moved from the battle lines to the front 
lines of peace. 

Not a single dollar of aid has arrived here, not 
one decent job has been created and not a single 
land mine has been removed, except for the ones 
residents have managed to detonate by setting 
fire to the grass outside their doors. 

The reconstruction of Dobrinja is critical to 
how long NATO — and even U.S . troops — will 
remain in Bosnia. As commanders of the NATO 
peacekeeping force realize, their troops can 
withdraw only when peace is achieved on a 
civilian as well as a military level. 

The lack of such progress since the signing of 
the Dayton accords helps explain the mounting 
pessimism voiced by civilian and military officials 
about Bosnia's chances of enduring peace. 

“If it's peaceful on the front lines, then we 
will feel good about pulling out,” said Captain 
Steve Larsen, an American officer visiting 
Dobriqja. when asked if the suburb’s future 
made a difference to the American mission here. 
“Otherwise, we run the risk of being further 
committed — or deserting.' ’ 

As the only urban setting in which residents of 
the Republic of Srpska and die Muslim-Croai 
Federation live side-by-side, Dobrinja is viewed 
by analysts here as the petri dish in the laboratory 
of peace. Not only are all of die obstacles to 
peace here, but they are magnified by the strains 
of urban living. 

Things are complicated by the dispute over 
the boundary between the two sides. The original 
front line followed the logical course of 
Dobrinja's streets. The line drawn at Dayton 
goes right through buildings and apartments. 

“In my home, the living room is in the fed- 
eration, the toilet is in the Republic of Srpska,” 
Bosa Lale, a 45 year-old Bosnian Serb, said with 
disgust. * ‘Is there anywhere in the world where a 
boundary goes through buildings?*’ 


COMING UP 

The last intact belt of rain forest in Africa 
habors vast wealth and peril. 



IVter Ambmu/Scsun 


A Bosnian cleaning debris from his bouse on what used to be the front line near Sarajevo. Not far away is 
Dobrinja, the only urban selling where Serbs and Muslims live side by side, a real test of the peace accord. 


Lieutenant General Michael Walker, com- 
mander of NATO forces in Bosnia, conceded the 
point. “All parties know that at Dayton, there 
were some mistakes and misunderstandings,” 
he said. “Dobrinja is one classic case.” 


Ui 


nder the Dagton accord, the line can be 
shifted only by a few meters, unless 
the sides want to do a complete prop- 
erty swap. 

“Our president said all Dobrinja is ours,’ ’ said 
Salko Krajcin, 45, a Muslim who lives across the 
street from the Krstovic family. 

Nedjo Krstovic, Sandra’s 42-year-old father, 
countered: “We are now eternal enemies, and 
we shall separate forever.” 

A few hardy souls are getting on with postwar 
cleaning. On a recent sunny afternoon on the 
Musiim-Croat side, Meijra Drugovac and her 
neighbors were raking out the shrapnel and bullet 
casings from the dirt in front of their buildings. 

Bui such elbow grease can do little for the 
desolation inside. Apartments are rally mar- 
ginally livable. Jerveta Mulic, Mrs. Drugovac T s 
neighbor across the street, has pasted her chil- 
dren's drawings over the bullet boles in the walls 
and races to put pots and pans down when rain 
leaks through the roof. 

Upstairs, Goran Desanic, a Bosnian Serb who 
chose to fight with the Bosnian army, returned 
from his post to discover that his furniture, 
bathroom and kitchen futures had long ago 
disappeared. His apartment does not have ra- 


diators, or windows. “The problem is. Will 
anyone send in any aid to repair this?” asked Mr. 
Desanic, who now lives in one room with his 
five-member family in downtown Sarajevo. 
“All the money I had was spent on the war.” 

Unemployment is a growing problem, as men 
are demobilized from the Bosnian Serb and 
Bosnian armies only to find there are no jobs. 
Prime Minister Hasan Muratovic of Bosnia re- 
cently estimated that about $16 billion will be 
needed to employ 700,000 people on the 
Musiim-Croat side alone. 

“Our economy is wrecked,’ ' Mrs. Mulic said. 
“Jobs are the most important thing. I think if 
people start to work, they won’t think about toe 
war and they will start to forget." 

On the Serbian side, Borislav Lale. 18, echoes 
that thought He is standing in the neighborhood 
outdoor marketplace, William Shakespeare 
Square, trying to peddle chocolate bars and 
pistachio nuts. 

“There is no future for young people,” he 
said. “There are no jobs, no way to earn money. 
There are no cinemas, no theaters, no place to go 
out There’s nothing to do but argue." The 
Bosnian Serb economy is so destroyed that 
people; are ^ofteo paid with scrip rather than 
money. 

There isn’t even a school yet On the Musiim- 
Croat side, children have had makeshift classes 
in basements, struggling to read in toe dim light 
On the Serbian side, a school will open in a few 
weeks in the Bosnian Serb army's former 


Lukavica barracks. Most of Dobrinja's teen- 
agers now flock to a bridge along toe old front 
line, a no-man’s land between die two political 
sides. 


FI 


lights often break om between youqg men 
shouting nationalist taunts. But teen- 
agers also go across the bridge to say 
hello to old friends or make a black- 
maiket deal. 

“Hey, Almir, remember me?” said Dragan 
Obucina, 19, a Bosnian Serb, crossing to clasp 
die hand of his Bosnian Muslim friend, Almir 
Pashalic. 

The former neighbors — after catching up on 
which of their friends are still alive — quickly 
get down to business. 

Almir wants to trade bananas, cheaper cm toe 
Bosnian side, for cigarettes, less expensive on 
the Serbian side. 

But few in the community can envision a day 
when a boundary WBl no longer exist 

“My Serb neighbor crossed otter, andl said to 
hen ‘I don’t want to see you, much less talk to 
you,' ” said Meijra Drugovac, who lost her 
husband and two sons during the war. 

For now, both sides say they are happy that the 
forces from toe North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
ization have placed a tank on toe bridge. But the 
peacekeeping troops are supposed to be tem- 
porary. 

“Our biggest fear,” said Sandra Krstovic, ‘ ‘is 
when they 


New Executive Editor at the IHT 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


International Herald Tribune 

After more than a quarter of a 
century as a senior reporter and ed- 
itor with The Washington Post, Mi- 
chael Getler on Wednesday was ap- 
pointed executive editor of toe 
International Herald Tribune. 

On July 1, he will succeed John 
Vrnocur, who is stepping down after 
10 years to become senior corres- 
pondent with the newspaper. Mr. 
Vrnocur was formerly with The New 
York Times. Mr. Ge tier's appoint- 
ment was announced in New York by 
Richard McClean, chief executive 
and publisher of the International 
Herald Tribune. 

Mr. Getler has been deputy man- 
aging editor of The Washington 
Post, the newspaper’s No. 3 posi- 
tion, since January 1994 after a ca- 
reer as foreign correspondent and 
writer on security affairs. 

He was the newspaper’s military 
affairs correspondent for five years, 
covering the Pentagon, military com- 
mittees of Congress, toe White House 
National Security Council and arms 
control issues. He traveled widely in 
that post, including extended report- 


ing assignments in Vietnam. Mr. 
Getler moved to Germany in 1975 as 
toe Post's correspondent for Central 
Europe. He covered toe Soviet-bloc 
countries of Eastern Europe, toe Bal- 
kans and NATO. 

He returned to Washington in 1 980 
as the national security correspond- 
ent. a position combining defense and 
diplomatic reporting. He went abroad 
again in 1984 as the London cor- 
respondent for the Post, an assign- 
ment that also took him to India, toe 
Soviet Union and Central America. 

As assistant managing editor from 
1986 to 1994, he was responsible for 
toe Post’s international coverage 
during a period of tumultuous 
change that saw the collapse of toe 
Soviet Union, conflict in Central 
America and war in toe Gulf. Mr. 
Getler continued to travel and report 
extensively from South Africa, 
Pakistan, Bosnia and elsewhere. 

Leonard Downie Jr., toe executive 
editor of The Washington Post, and 
Robert Kaiser, the managing editor, 
said in a statement that Mr. Getler 
would be sorely missed in Wash- 
ington. “His coverage of national 


Carl Stokes Dies; 

East Black Mayor 

and London, his leadership da!!! Of Major U.S. City Air France Cabin Crews to Strike 

foreign news staff during its most 

The Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Cari B. 

Stokes, who overcame an im- 
poverished childhood to be- 
come the first black to be elec- 
ted mayor of a major U.S. city, 
died of cancer Wednesday. He 
was 68. 

Mr. Stokes, the U.S. am- 
bassador to the Seychelles 
since 1994, took a medical 
leave of absence in June 1995 
after be was diagnosed with 

cancer of the esophagus. HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — Zambia and Zimbabwe 


distinguished period, and his recent 
creation of our first real personnel 
operation have given him unique 
stature in this newsroom.” they said 
in a joint statement to the Post's 
editorial staff. 

The International Herald Tribune, 
which is printed in 12 locations for 
circulation throughout toe world, is 
jointly owned by The New York 
Times and The Washington Post 
Responsibility for toe corporate 
management of the newspaper 
changed on April 1. Katharine P. 
Darrow, senior vice president of the 
Times Company, became president 
of the International Herald Tribune, 
replacing Richard D. S immo ns of 
The Washington Post Company. 

Mr. Downie and Mr. Kaiser said 
Mr. Getler ’s career had ideally pre- 
pared him to shepherd the newspaper 
into the 21st century. “Enhancing its 
special status is of enormous im- 
portance to all of ns here who benefit 
from its publication of our journalism 
for a global audience,” they added. 


Victoria Falls Tourism at Issue 


In 1962, he became toe first denied that toe warnings of conservationists were being 
black Democrat elected to toe ignored but they stopped short of putting a clamp on a tourist 

boom at Victoria Falls. 

Officials met with conservationists who have urged halting 
all major development and strictly controlling tourism until 
environmental planning was complete. The group said con- 
sensus was reached on several ecological measures. 


Ohio legislature. He became 
mayor of Cleveland in 1967, 
and won a second term in 1969. 
He did not run a third time. 

After eight years in New 
York, he returned to Cleveland 
in 1980 and was elected a Mu- 
nicipal Court judge in 1983. 
Clinton 


Mayor Rndolph Giuliani has buried a New York Chy 
Sanitation Department proposal to offer regular tours of the 
Fresh Kills landfill on Staten Island, the world’s largest 
ted him two years ago as am- garbage dump. After complaints by outraged residents, toe 
bassador to the Seychelles. mayor decided the project was inappropriate. (NTT) 
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Canada Plan: 
St. Lawrence 
Seaway to Be 



Privatized 


By Anne Swardson 

Washington Post Service 


WELLAND CANAL, Ontario — 
The sound of 21 million gallons of water 
pouring inrn the lock chamber here was 
ouieter than that of the 10-flute choir 
accompanied it. 

The lock lifted the 18,000-ton grain 
carrier Algogulf nearly 50 feet an its 
voyage fr o m Lake Ontario to Lake Erie 
along the Welland CanaL The trip takes 
13 hours, through eight locks and with 
an elevation of 326 feet. 

The trilling of the St. Catharines Flute 
Choir and the speeches of dignitaries 
marked the opening of the shipping sea- 
son for this stretch of the 37-year-old St. 
Lawrence Seaway. The Algogulf, on its 
way to Thunder Bay, Ontario, on Lake 
Superior, for a load of grain, was of- 
ficially toe first vessel through. 

This is also a special year for the 
seaway. If toe Canadian government has 
its way, the seaway will be privatized this ^ 
year, despite objections of the United ™ 
Stares, which snares in operating the 
2^97-mile-lang system. 

The seaway makes possible commer- 
cial transit along the Sl Lawrence River 
and the Great Lakes, which together 
form much of the border between the 
two countries. Each year, thousands of 


vessels carrying use toe seaway to get 

but also 


PARIS (AP) — Unionized Air France flight attendants 
have announced a 24-hour strike Friday to protest pay cuts at 
toe state-run airline. 

The cabin employees of the Union of Civil Aviation Work- 
ers are angry at a 22 percent wage cm applied to some new 
hires. Air Fiance is looking for ways to get out of the red, and 
its pilots recently agreed to work more without extra pay. 

Air France says it expects its losses for toe 1995-96 fiscal 
year to be 1.2 billion francs ($240 million). In the 1994-95 
fiscal year, it lost 3.5 billion francs. 


around not rally Niagara Falls 
turbulent rapids near Montreal. 

Now, Ottawa is in serious negoti- 
ations with a consortium of eight Ca- 
nadian companies that use toe seaway 

— steel, gram and shipping com panies 

— to turn over operation of the Ca- 
nadian portions of the seaway to a non- 
profit cor po ratio n they would form. Of- 
ficials say they hope to present a final 
agreement to Parliament by June. 

But the United States fears that a 
group of large Canadian companies 
could act against the interests of Amer- 
ican seaway users. 

‘“There are a number of overt and 
sobde ways that one type of trade could 
have an advantage over another;” said 
David Sandeivrcputy administrator of 
toe Sl Lawrence Seaway Development 
Crap., which runs toe U.S. facilities. 

Private Canadian control over the sea- 
way also conflicts with the American 
goal of unif ying the administra tion, per- 
haps through a binational agency. Amer- 
icans say they have been given little 
information about the pri vatiz ation. 

Canadian officials point out that there 
is no final agreement yet and that die 
Americans wlft be informed when there 
Is. Ndtoer; they say , is private operation 
of toe seaway inconsistent with 
someday creating joint administration, 
nor will it lead to a conflict of interest 
. “It is shippers, carriers and receivers 
who use toe system, so maybe they 
know how to best operate it and use it in 
the most efficient manner," said 
Glendon R. Stewart, president of toe SL 
Lawrence Seaway Authority, toe gov- 
ernment corporation that runs toe Ca- 
nadian side of the system. - 

Commercial management of the sea- 
way would be just toe latest step in a 
long journey of privatization begun 
more than 10 years ago. 

The building of the seaway from Lake 
Ontario to Montreal was one of toe 
engineering marvels of the era. Con- 
structed from 1953 to 1959, it rises 580 
feet from Montreal to Duluth, Mm- 
nesota, on Lake Superior. 

Of the 15 locks on the system, toe 
United States built and operates two, at 
Masseha, New York.; Canada operates 
13 near Montreal and along the Welland 
Canal . In the 1980s, seaway traffic 
dropped drastically as European agri- 
cultural subsidies dried up toe marke t 
fra: North American grain, but this dec- 
ade has serai a dramatic turnaround. 
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Correction 


A New York Times article in editions 
of April 3 about trimming the United * 
Nations’ 1996-97 budget misstated the 
method proposed for reducing the staff. 
The plan is for buyouts, not layoffs; a 
new Systran of performance evaluations 
could lead to dismissals later. 

Tbeartictealsorefraredinrainecdyto 
a bud get cut of $98 minion Out of a 
proposed $250 million in overall cots, 
tl» $98 miffion was trimmed last year; 
.toe sum does not represent cuts that have 
been identified in mis year’s budgpL 
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Witness Says Clinton Discussed Fraudulent Loan 


** 



By Ronald Smothers 

^ r °r* Tung Service 

H Ada * nsas — David 

cia^rroawaion witoesska 

^ testified that 
J^^rapMinaWK meet- 
S^SlS? 8 *,* P^poscd frawhdent 
^ ^steess associates 

Mr^e said that he, Mr. Omtan, 
^ W? ff**®** of 

J®. 8 . dtiBy January evening and 
engaged m some jocular political dfe. 
cns sion. 

Dming the meeting, Mr. Hate said, 

hf’JSS® 5181 oSfercd to pot up land 
t 0Wn S ** 5ecuri ty for a $150,000 
loan, which was to aid a variety of 

Away From 
Politics 

• The FBI opened a civil rights in- 
vestigation into the videotaped dub- 
tog of two illegal inuxtigrants by sher- 
iff s .deputies near Los Angeles, and 
tfte Mexican government crm^Wnrad 
the beating as a “flagrant violation” 
o* the nghts of its citizens. (AP) 

• The Post Office plans to start 

double confirmation of change-of-ad- 
dress notices this month. The agency 
will send confirmation notices to both 
the old and new address of individuals 
who file change notices. Postmaster 
General Marvin Runyon atmounced. 
This should help avoid frand by people 
sending in change forms for others. 
About 42 million Ameri can* move 
each year. (AP) 

• An explosion at the largest blast 
furnace at the U.S. Steel Plant in Gary, 
Indian a, injured at least six workers, 
one critically. A spokesman said the 
blast may have happened during the 
casting process when coke is mixed 
with fuel from the fafastfomace. Three 
workers were treated at the plant and 
three required hospitalization. (AP) 

• Approximately 42,000 wooden ar- 

madillos and turtles matte in Mexico 
are being recalled became levels of 
lead in the toys' painted surfaces are 
unlawfully hi gh and could endanger 
children. The Consumer Product 
Safety Commission also announced 
that certain models of Black & Decker 
hedge trimmers should be returned 
became their “lode off’ switches 
may not wait. (AP) 


business deals involving the McDou- 
gals and Madison Guaranty Savings & 
Loan Association, which Mr. McDon- 
gal controlled. 

But in tire next minute he was ex- 
pressing concern that Ins name not be 
retired with the deal, Mr. Hate test- 
ified. 

“The governor and, 'Be sure,’ "Mr. 
Hale said haltingly. 

“He said, ‘My name can't show up 
on tins.’ Jim MdSougal said, ‘I’ve taken 
care of that.’ ” 

The apparent contradiction between 
Mr. Clinton's vtihmteering to be listed 
as a guarantor of the proposed $150,000 
loan and then expressing concern about 
having his name Linked with it was 
never clarified by Mr. Hale in his second 
day of direct examination Tuesday by 
W. Ray Jahn, the deputy special pro- 
secutor is the Whitewater inquiry. 


Later Mr. Hale testified that Mr. Mc- 
Dougal increased the proposed loan to 
$300,000 from $150,000 and that in 
April 1986 the loan was made to Master 
Marketing, an advertising business 
owned by Mr. McDougal 's wife 

Mr. Hale did not testify about any 
additional contacts with Mr. Clinton, 
but said dial he remained convinced 
through it all that Mr. McDougal and 
Mr. Clinton were the ones who would 
benefit from the loan and the ones who 
would be responsible for paying it 
back. 

Mr. Hale has charged in (be past that 
Mr. Clinton urged and even pressured 
him to make the loan, an assertion Pres- 
ident Clinton has denied and is expected 
to counter when he testifies on video- 
tape. 

After Mr. Hale's testimony, a White 
House counsel, Mark Fabiam, issued 




wtoomems 


LE. O M tuw/ Thn Ano cUKi d Prca 

GANG VICTIM — Ashley Square, 5 , being carried to an ambulance 
by a fireman in Rockford, Illinois, after die was struck in the leg by a 
bullet The shot was fired 1 during a dispute between gang members. 


POLITICAL, 


Labor ttexes Money Muscle 

WASHINGTON Stunned by organized labor's in- 
tention to spend more than ever in this year’s , national 
elections, Republican strategists and business lobbies are 
crying foul and turning up the heat to blunt labor’s impact. 

Republican organizers, who mocked or ignored 1 unions in 
the campaigns since die 1970s, are branding unions “big 
labor” again and, ridiculing “Washington union bosses” 
and “Betoway labor bosses.” . 

They have filed a complaint with the Federal Election 
Commission calling the unions’ campaign war chest illegal, 
and they are fuming tbeir own teams of campaigners in 
cmgrcssianal districts to take on labor’s wodeett. 

Labor's rebirth as a force in these elections follows a vote 
last week by the 13.1-xnillioDhnuanber AFL-CXO to create 
the war chest by raising $35 mfltian, mostly from a 15-cent 
per capita monthly assessment on each of the 78 unions. 
The money is to be used to pay hundreds of foil- time 
organizers and to educate voters on issues. It comes on top 
of the more than $40 m3Hon in voluntary contributions to 
political action co m m itt ees that unions will spread mostly 
among Democrats. 

Hie unions' ' spending is sure to iaUfer short of the money 
Republican campaign committees and their allies among 
business are likely to raise. “There will be no parity here,” 
said EQen Miller, director of the nonpartisan Center for 
Responsive Politics. She said Republicans outspend unions 
seven-to-aue in voter education programs. (NYT) 

Senate Democrats Dress Dole 


Noth Dakota urged Mr. Dole in a letter to honor “holds” 
on bills toy when senators who request them disclose their 
identity in the Congressional Record. 

.A bipartisan health care bill was held up tor months 
recently when "revolving holds,” initiated by a changing 
cast of senators, presumably Republicans, were placed onthe 
legislation to delay action. Eventually, the bolds were lifted, 
and Mr. Dole has scheduled the bill far consideration. 

. Requests for delays are routinely honored by Senate 
majority leaders and, under Senate custom, the senator who 
requests them is not identified. 

“We believe that it is imperative to institute some 
reasonable reform in the use of the bold prior to the final 
weeks of tire congressional session, given the likelihood 
that this privilege may be abused as legislative days di- 
minish,” tile senators said. (WP) 

Clinton Chides Foes (her Judge 

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton has reasserted 
his right to Oiticire tite ruling of a federal judge, saying the 
independence of the judiciary did not mean that a judge 
“should be entitled not only to lifetime tenure but a gag rule 
on everyone else.” 

Speaking a day after Judge Harold Baer Jr. of U.S. 
District CoratinNew York City reversed a widely criticized 
decision suppressing evidence in a drug case, Mr. Clinton 
also used the debate over Judge Baer’s ruling to go on the 
offensive against Republicans on the issue of crime. 

“I flunk it's obvious what’s going on here,” Mr. Qinton 
said. “The people on the other ride are sort of embarrassed 
about their crime recant” (NYT) 


WASHINGTON — A group of Democratic senators has 
urged the Senate majority leader, Bob Dole, Republican of 
Kansas, to take the secrecy out of an arcane practice allowing 
individual senators to hold up action on legislation. 

Senators Ron Wyden of Oregon, Bob Kerrey of Neb- 
raska, Harry M. Reid of Nevada and Byron L. Dorgan of 


Quote /Unquote 


Victoria Schulz, 19, a college student, on clashing vis- 
ions of womanhood offered by the wives of the candidates: 
‘Tm sure Hillary would be very intelligent to talk to, bull’d 
rather hang out with Elizabeth Dole.” (WP) 
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Business Forum 
of the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation 

Bucharest - 25/28 April 1996 

YOU WILL itoT‘IW»TANT DELEGATIONS FROM THE BLACK SEA COUNTRIES, 
FORMER YOUGOSLAYIA AS WELL AS NEAR EAST AND MEDITERRANEA 

A Conference organized by the Owns Montana Forum, 
the But* Sea Economic Ojoptration Orinol, 

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF ROMANIA AND THE WORIJJ TRADE CENTER ButHARECT 
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copies of sections of President Clinton’s 
written answers to questions posed by 
investigators for the Resolution Trust 
Ccap. looking into the failure of Mr. 
McDougal *s Madison Guaranty. 

Mr. Clinton said he had not been 
aware that the loans had been made. “1 
don’t recall any conversation with Dav- 
id Hale about loaning money to Jim 
McDougal, Susan McDougaL Master 
Marketing, Madison Guaranty, or any 
entity owned by the McDougals.' ’ Mr. 
Clinton wrote, “and I am certain I never 
‘pressured' Hale or any company he 
owned to make any loan.” 

Mr. Hale, a former municipal judge 
here, has already pleaded guilty and 
received a 28-month sentence on sep- 
arate loan and income-tax fraud 
charges. He testified under a plea agree- 
ment with the independent counsel for 
Whitewater, Kenneth Starr. 
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David Hale leaving court after testifying at a trial of Mr. Clinton’s friends. 


Free Air Time for Candidates? 

TV Networks Urged to Act in Presidential Campaign 


By Howard Kurtz 

Washington peat Ser vice 

WASHINGTON — Some big names 
from tbe worlds of American politics, 
journalism, business and entertainment 
are lending their celebrity to an effort to 
persuade the television networks to of- 
fer free air time to presidential can- 
didates this October. 

Five former network anchors — Wal- 
ter Cronkite, John Chancellor, Roger 
Mudd, Robert MacNeil and Howard K. 
Smith — have joined forces with four 
senators, five former party chairmen 
and others ranging from tbe television 
producer Norman Lear to tbe actors 
Christopher Reeve and Alec Baldwin. 

They are among the prominent per- 
sonalities to have signed an open letter 
to ABC. CBS and NBC, which the or- 
ganizers plan to nm as a full -page ad in 
The New York Times this month. 

The signers are asking the three net- 
works to offer the leading candidates 
two to five minutes each night for tbe 
last month of the campaign, rax Broad- 
casting announced a similar plan last 
month. 

“We call on the television networks 
to offer free prime-time air time to the 
presidential candidates this foil for use 
in straightforward ‘talking bead’ 
presentations,” the letter says. 

“No tricky images. No unseen nar- 
rators. No joumabsis. No surrogates. 
Just the candidates malting their best 
case to tfte biggest audience America 


assembles every night No other re- 
latively small change offers so much 
promise of raising the level of campaign 
discourse.” 

The drive is being organized by a 
former Washington Post reporter, Paul 
Taylor, who is now a consultant to the 
Pew Charitable Trusts. He is raising tbe 
$71,500 to pay for the ad and has also 
approached former 

HUtUMH presidents Timmy 
Carter. Gerald Ford 
and George Bush. 

• | “It’s an idea whose 

Mmd time has come,” Mr. 

M I Taylor says. “The way 
M\_ the conversation has 

m m. been held, with 30- 
second attack ads and 
brief sound bites, the public has become 
more and more dissatisfied and the net- 
works are sensitive about it. It’s a ques- 
tion of persuading them thaithis kind of 
format could change the dynamic.” 

He has made his pitch to network 
executives, who would have to forgo 
millions of dollars in advertising rev- 
enue. “Nobody said yes, but nobody 
kicked me out the door,” he said. 

Still, network officials say the idea 
may be more appropriate fa Rupert 
Murdoch, whose Fox network does not 
even have an evening newscast, than fa 
news organizations (hat devote consid- 
erable resources to covering politics. 

“We have something like 42 hours of 
news programs on every week,” said an 
ABC spokeswoman, Julie Hoover. 


“When tbe candidates appear on 
something like the Brinkley show, they 
have a la of time. They are not in- 
terrupted. It’s a very civilized forum.” 

Lane Venardos, a CBS vice pres- 
ident, said that “we abrogate our res- 
ponsibility as journalists” by giving 
candidates unfettered access to the air- 
waves. “I think there are other ways to 
pui things in context than just saying, 
‘Here’s some air time, do with it what 
you wish,’ ” he said. 

The senators signing the letter are 
Alan K. Simpson, Republican of 
Wyoming; John McCain. Republican of 
Arizona; Bill Bradley. Democrat of 
New Jersey, and Paul Simon, Democrat 
of Illinois. 

Other signers include the president of 
Public Broadcasting System, Ervin S. 
Duggan; a former president of NBC 
News, Lawrence Grossman; Common 
Cause’s president, Ann McBride; Pub- 
lic Citizen’s presided. Joan Claybrook; 
Union Pacific's chairman. Drew Lends; 
Brent Bezel], a conservative media crit- 
ic; Archibald A. Cox, the former Wa- 
tergate prosecutor, three former Demo- 
cratic Party chairmen — Robert S. 
Strauss, Paul Kirk and Charles T. Man- 
alt, and two forma Republican Party 
chairmen — Frank Fabrenkqpf and 
Mary Louise Smith. 

Any network that joins the effort will 
probably need a Federal Communic- 
ations Commission exemption from 
equal-time rules that allow minor can- 
didates to demand similar access. 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Ex-Australian Official Accuses Asian Neighbors of Racism 


CiafdtfijrQrAtf'fim DupMdta 

SYDNEY — Queen Elizabeth ITs former rep- 
resentative in Australia cm Wednesday accused 
Malaysia and Indonesia of discnminaiory 
policies against ethnic minorities, sowing a mine- 
field of troubles for die new foreign minis ter as he 
prepares to embark on his first tour of Asia. 

Bill Hayden, who retired recently as Aus- 
tralia's governor-general and who served as for- 
eign minister in 1983-87, singled out Prime Min- 
ister Mahathir bin Mohamad of Malaysia, who 
visited Australia last week, for criticism because 
of Malaysia's treatment of its Chinese ethnic 
minority. 

Asked by a Sydney radio interviewer if he 
believed Australia was a racist nation, Mr. Hay- 
den replied: ' ‘No. I th ink this country is one of the 
most tolerant countries in the world.’ * 

“We’re always saying we’re the least tolerant, 
we’re racist, we’re repressive,’ ’ Mr. Hayden said. 


“We're not We’ve got a very open society. 

* ‘If you want to see racism, racial intolerance, 
look at some of our neighbors, neighboring Asian 
countries.'' he said. 

Mr. Hayden said that Mr. Mahathir, the only 
ImA»t be referred to by name, admi n istered a 
policy “which means very simply racial dis- 
crimination against the Chinese in that country in 
education and employment opportunity.'* 

“The Indians in mat country are largely dirt 
poor," be said. 

Mr. Hayden also described the Chinese as 
racial supremacists and the Japanese as racial 
exclusivists. 

“This country on the other hand is an em- 


bracing country of vast differences on the 
grounds of race or religion or anything else you 


grounds ot race or reugion or an; 
would like to mention,” he said. 


which hit a low in 1993 when foea-Prime Min- 
ister Paul Keating called Mr. Mahathir recal- 
citrant for not attending an Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation forum summit meeting. 

Mr. Hayden’s comments coincided with the 
announcement by Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer that be will visit Indonesia, Singapore 
and Thailand, calling relations with Asia the 
government’s “highest foreign policy prior- 
ity.” 

Mr. Downer rejected Mr. Hayden’s comments, 
which be said were made as a private indi- 
vidual. 

“1 don't agree with that and that isn't the view 
of the Australian government,” Mr. Downer told 
Australian Broadcasting Corp. radio. He called 
Australia's Asian neighbors “complex societ- 


The comments could endanger the recent thaw 
in relations between Australia and Malaysia, 


It will be Mr. Downer’s first overseas tour 
since he was appointed foreign minister after the 


conservative Liberal-National coalition took over 
the government at a March 2 general election. 

Mr. Downer said die new government would 
“continue to build on the achievements of the 
past and fix up some of the problems of the 
past." 

Mr. Hayden is likely to have seriously of- 
fended former Prime Minister Bob Hawke in 
comments about irim in his autobiography ‘ ‘Hay- 
den,” published this week. 

The bode disputed claims by Mr. Hawke that 
be led the reforms of the 1980s that saw the 
Australian economy opened up through measures 
like floating the currency and exposing the banks 
to foreign competition. Mr. Hayden said the 
driving force for the refonns was not Mr. Hawke, 
but Paul Keating, who was treasurer, adding: “To 
put the facts baldly but fairly, it was a case of 
Hawke prime minister but Keating leader.” 

(AP. AFP, Reuters) 


Japan Is Set 
For New Talks 
On Ties With 
North Korea 


2 Indian Ministers Quit 
Over Election Alliance 

Blow to Congress Party Before the Vote 


Reuters 

NEW DELHI — Two Indian gov- 
ernment ministers, including a key eco- 
nomic reformer, resigned Wednesday in 
a blow to Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao’s Congress (I) Party 
weeks before the general election. 

Commerce Minister P. Chidam- 
baram, an architect oflndia’s free -mar- 
ket program, and the junior industry 
minister, M. Amnachalam. resigned in 
protest over an election alliance. 

Their resignations followed the de- 
parture of a junior wasteland devel- 
opment minister. Ram Singh, who 
resigned Friday and joined the Hindu 


China Insists 
Its Children 
Are Better Off 


The Associated Press 

BEIJING — Responding anew to ac- 
cusations that orphans in state insti- 
tutions are deliberately allowed to die, 
China issued a lengthy report Wednes- 
day to show that it had improved the 
lives of its children: 

The report acknowledged that much 
more needed to be done to help the 
children, particularly the disabled. 

* ‘There is much difficulty in the work 
for children and therefore much room 
for improvement.” -said the report car- 
ried by the Xinhua press agency. 

But it refuted reports by international 
human-rights groups that said that state- 
run orphanages routinely allowed chil- 
dren to die as a way of preventing over- 
crowding. 

It asserted that a repeat by Human 
Rights Watch/ Asia in January that doc- 
umented the deaths of nearly 400 chil- 
dren from December 1988 to October 
1992 at a Shanghai orphanage, many 
from deliberate neglect and abuse, was 
“cooked up, based -on distorted and 
exaggerated matters.” 

Children at the Shanghai orphanage 
are given nutritional food, good medical 
care, rehabilitation and appropriate edu- 
cation, the Chinese said. 

The government report also took aim 
at the British television station Channel 
Four, which has broadcast two doc- 
umentaries on “dying rooms” at other 
orphanages, rooms in which children 
were tied to pony stools and left to die. 

Accusing the films' producers of 
“sheer fabrication,” Xinhua said the pro- 
gram bad been staged in a warehouse. 

But the report did admit that the gov- 
ernment is strugsding to handle tbeerow- 


nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party after 
accusing Mr. Rao’s party of tolerating 
corruption. 

Earlier this year, seven ministers 
charged in an SI 8-million corruption 
scandal resigned from the government 

The Congress Party, concerned about 
a backlash over corruption, denied them 
places on election tickets. 

The latest resignations come at the 
start of the election campaign and un- 
derscore tensions in the Congress 
Party. 

Political analysts widely expect that 
these tensioos will contribute to a drop 
in support this year in the elections, 
notably in the south, Mr. Rao’s strong- 
hold. 

Voting starts April 27 and rads May 
30. 

A former human resources minister, 
Madbavrao Scindia. and a former tex- 
tiles minister, Kamal Nadi, set up a rival 
regional political party Wednesday and 
filed nominations from the central state 
of Madhya Pradesh, the Press Trust of 
India said. 

Both resigned from the Congress 
after being linked to the scandal. 

Mr. Nadi's wife also filed papers for 
the Congress Party, which allowed the 
disgraced ministers to nominate others. 
But Mr. Nath then threw in his own hat 
with his rival party. 

The Congress Party threatened to ex- 
pel all rebels. 

“Our party constitution clearly states 
two things,” a Congress spokesman, 
Ved Prakash. said at a news conference. 
“First, whoever contests against the 
Congress Parly's official candidate is 
automatically expelled. Second, anyone 
who campaigns against the Congress 
Party candidate will face disciplinary 
action.” 

Mr. Chidambaram’s resignation did 
not stem from differences with Mr. Rao 
over economic policy but rather elect- 
oral strategy. 

Mr. Chidambaram and Mr. Anmach- 
alam vigorously opposed a decision by 
the Congress Party fast week to forge an 
alliance with tire governing party, foe 
Ad India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam, in foe southern state of 
Tamil Nadu. 

Both men have their parliamentary 
constituencies in that state. 

The two are expected to run under the 
banner of a rebel Congress faction that 
has linked up with a Tamil Nadu op- 
position party. 

With Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh, Mr. Chidambaram has been a 
tireless advocate of foe free-market re- 
forms that Mr. Rao’s government 
launched in mid- 1991 . 
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SEOUL MARCH — South Korean stndents marching Wednesday to honor a cofleagoe killed m dashes with the pofice. 


Agaev Fnmee-Prem 

TOKYO — Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashzmoto says that Japan and North 
Korea are pr eparing to resume talks on 
pnr^nliang relations, Jzji Press said. 

“If is true to say we are at a stage 
where preparatory discussions are under 
way, heading toward official negoti- 
ations,” he was quoted as telling re- 
porters at his residence here. 

“A joint effort with South Korea is 
inevitable,” Mr. Hashhnoto said. “We 
should proceed with government-level 
ypUrs rather than complicated negoti- 
ations through private channels.” 

Earlier, Japanese news reports said 
Koro Beskbo, head of foe Foreign Min- 
istry's Northeast Asa division, met a 
senior official of North Korea's ruling 
Wodcm Party in Beijing on March 18. 

“North Korea, suffering from eco- 
nomic hardships, including worsening 
food shortages, hopes to improve its 
relations with Western countries,” a 
Japanese Foreign Ministry source re- 
portedly told the Yomiuri Shimbun. 

The government declined to com- 
ment on foe repeats, although a liberal 
Democratic Party official confirmed 
there were moves toward resuming the 
talks , which have been suspended for 
tfarce-and-a-half years. 

The official said foe three parties in 
foe Japanese coalition government 
might send a missio n to South Korea. 
The mission would aim to seek Seoul’s 
understanding “before Japan resumes 
diplomatic no rmalisati on talks with 
North Korea,” foe official said. 

The mission to South Korea had been 
planned for February but was postponed 
when relations became strained over a 
territorial dispute concerning a group of 
islets, called Takestrima in Japanese and 
Takdo in Korean. 

Tbe South Korean president, Kim 
Young Sam, said be would refuse to 
meet foe mission. 

Normalization talks with North 
Korea broke down in November 1992, 
whoa Japan brought up the case of a 
Japanese woman allegedly abducted by 
North Korea to train spies. 

The two countries held eight rounds 
of talks from 1991. The talks followeda 
landmark visit to North Korea by Shin 
Kaoemaro, of the Liberal Democrats, 
and Makoto Tanabe, former chairman 
of the Social Democratic Party. 


BRIEFLY 


m j | j i XT .. . , seven failed housing loan Aims las come under months, more than 20,000 soldiers have been trying 

laleoan Heady to iSegOtiate heavy criticism from the public and opposition to dislodge foe guerrillas from foe town of Paflin, 
• „ . . ° parties. ( Reuters ) 355 kflometars (220 miles) northwest of Phnom 


KABUL — A United Nations envoy, Mahmoud 
Mestiri, in Kabul for the first time in three months, 
said Wednesday that foe opposition Taleban militia 
was willing to hold direct talks with the government 
of President Binhanuddin Rabbani. 

“They say they are ready to negotiate,” be told 
reporters. “They are ready to talk today, tomor- 
row.” 

Mr. Mestiri said the Taleban deputy leader, Mo- 
hammed Rabbani. had told him of foe militia’s shift 
“This is the first time we have beard it from the 
mouth of foe Taleban,’ ’ he said. (Reuters) 


Hong Kong Budget Passed 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong's Legislate 


Japanese Elections on Hold 


HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s Legislative 
Council overwhelmingly approved foe territory's 
budget on Wednesday for the last full financial year 
under British Control- 

Legislators voted, 52 to 2, to pass foe budget, 
generally sera as a reasonable balance between 
business and social interests. The budget covering 
April 1997 to March 1998 will straddle Hong 
Kong's return to Chinese rule mi July 1 next year. 
And British and Chinese officials are already squab- 
bling over the drafting of foe document. (AFP) 


Betfing is to increase foe number of policemen 
patrolling its streets by 1,000 to 1,500 men after foe 
success of tiie first year of on-foe-beat street patrols, 
the Xinhua press agency said Wednesday. Tbe num- 
ber ofpolkraira cm foe street win total from 4,500 to 
5,000 this year. ( Reuters, ) 


VOICES From Asia 


TOKYO — Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
may not call elections until early 1997 because of 
public anger at a government plan to use tax money 
to wind up mortgage firms, a member of the gov- 
erning coalition said Wednesday. 

The official, Kaoiu Yosano, a senior la wmaker 
from foe Liberal Democratic Party, told business 
le ad ers that the next general election could be called 
sometime between January and March next year. 

Until late last month, many analysts ana politi- 
cians thought polls could be called later this year. 

The government's plan to use at least 685 billion 
yen ($6.40 billion) in taxpayers’ money to liquidate 


For the Record 


Indonesian policemen revised foe final toll in a 
Bog or shopping center fire from 78 dead to 10 on 
Wednesday, Antara news agency reported. It said 
bags first thought to contain human remains from foe 
fire last Thursday were filled with other material 

(Reuters) 


Keiji Knroya, a Japanese legislator, pressing foe 
Tokyo Broadcasting System fox a fuller accounting 
of why the network secretly showed foe Amu Shin- 
rikyo cult a raped interview with an anti-cult lawyer 
that Jed to his murder: “Tbe Japanese people still 
have doubts. The idea that foe network is hiding 
something still hasn't been eliminated.” (AP) 


Government troops and Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas both suffered losses in a bloody week of 
fighting in northwestern Cambodia, foe Ministry of 
Information said Wednesday. For the last three 


Khin Nyunt, a general who is director of Barma's 
secret police^ on how to celebrate foe country’s 
upcoming water festival holiday in which celebrants 
joyously douse each other ami passers-by with war 
ten “For all to merrily take part, revelers should stay 
clear of malting disturbances and agitations that may 
lead to disintegration of national unity and a state of 
unrest.” .. (AP) 


2 Bombs Are Set Off in Philippines 
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ing number of children left in its care, 
many of whom are unwanted girl babies, 
the handicapped or tbe seriously ilL 

Most of foe report highlighted the 
progress China has made in improving 
education, health and nutrition for its 
300 million children under the age 16, 
who constitute one-quarter of its pop- 
ulation of 1.2 billion people. 

It claimed that 9e J percent of all 
children of school age had been enrolled 
in primary schools. 


Reuters 

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines — Two 
bombs exploded Wednesday inside a 
movie theater and outside another in tins 
largely Christian city, and tire army 
heightened its alert for Muslim extrem- 
ist attacks in foe southern Philippines. 

Five people, including two police of- 
ficers, were wounded in one of foe ex- 
plosions, which a senior police com- 
mander said were part of a campaign of 
“controlled terrorism” to sow fear in a 


region wracked by a 23-year revolt for 
Muslim self-rule. 

While the police said they suspected 
foe Abu Sayyaf extremist group was 
behind the bombings, a senior police 
officer said they might have been car- 
ried out by rightist groups opposed to 
peace talks between the government and 
foe mainstream Muslim Moro National 
Liberation Front, which has been fight- 
ing for autonomy in the southern is- 
lands. 
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Sew^Tai Blair Says Labor Will Build on, Not Undo, Thatcherism 
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By Jolm Damion 

— Tori Times Service 
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2**™? now privatized toSS 
011101315 now curbed. 

Ltxtbcve passionately that our eov- 

T 5^h«rism.” said tte 
lesufer, Tony Blair. “We can’t 
ju« switch the dock. back to where we 
we reorw ewiH faiL Our task is to build 

the man widely expected to 

^ ^ office 
aner I 7 years m the political wilderness 
sad Tuesday that a Labor government 
would concentrate on reforms in edu- 


cation and welfare and attempts to im- 
prove die lot of “the large underclass of 
people set apart from society’s main- 
stream.” 

In foreign affairs, Mr. Blair said that 
Labor would look more kindly upon 
further integration with Europe — an 
issne that has bedeviled Mr. 

Major’s Conservative Party 
for the last three years and 
has came into play again 
this week whb the European 
ban on British beef in the 
scare over “mad cow” dis- 
ease. 

Mr. Blair said his 
European titan the Tories. 

*T do not have to appease a large 
Eutoskeptic wing of the Labor Party.” 
he explained, referring to the Tory back- 
bench rebels who have opposed Mr. 
Major on European unity. 

Mr. Blair, 43, who is heavily favored 


held by next spring, said he would value 
the “special relationship” with the 
United States but in the context of im- 
proved relations with continental 
Europe. 


“If Britain has a leadership role in 
Europe, that is of enormous assistance 


‘We can’t just switch the clock back to 
where we were or we will fail. Our task is 
to build and create . 9 


to win a general election that must be 


to it in its relationship to the United 
States.” he said. 

”1 reject completely this idea that we 
have to choose between a trans-Atlantic 
relationship with the United States and 

our relationship with Europe. The „. llulwu> „ Ufc 

Stronger the latter is, the stronger the Labor Party are sometimes compared to 
former will be.” Mr. Clinton’s in the Democratic Partv. 

Mr. Blair outlined his views in a said that both parties reached an im- 


wide-ranging interview in anticipation 
of a three-day visit he will pay to the 
United States next week. 

_ He will meet business leaders in New 
York and then travel to Washington for 
meetings with President Bill Clinton. 
Vice President AJ Gore and congres- 
sional leaders. 

The visit is his first since 
he assumed the parry lead- 
ership in 1994’ after the 
death of John Smith. Since 
then be has pried the Labor 

Party away from the left of 

the political spectrum, jet- 
tisoning its long-held objective of na- 
tionalizing die means of production and 
emphasizing issues like combating 
crime. The party’s slogan is “New 
Labor.” 

Mr. Blair, whose efforts to change the 


passe in the 1960s and 1 970s. * ‘We were 
big-government, spedal-interest-nin 
parties and we never stopped to ask the 
question what lay behind that.” he 
said. 

To critics who charge that in moving 
away from its bedrock socialism. Labor 
no longer presents a principled altern- 
ative to the free-maikei Tories. Mr. 
Blair said, * ‘ What we are about is a set of 
values, not a set of fixed economic 


government prescriptions, and the basic 
of thos 


essence of those values is [hat the in- 
dividual thrives best in a well -func- 
tioning community of people.” 

He "predicted mat Mr. Major would 
call an election before the May 1997 
deadline. 

“Six months ago. 1 would have said 
the government will struggle on to next 
year,” he observed. “I think it is Jess 
certain now. There is an accumulating 
air of decay. We’re effectively almost in 
an election situation now.” 
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Ex-Nazi Defends Massacre 
Of Italian Civilians in 1944 

But Priebke Offers Condolences to Families 


rjjpn fa ( 

ROME — Erich Priebke, die former 
Nazi officer accused of taking part in a 
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nesday but said he was 

Hitler’s orders at the rim* 
killings. 

” In all of these years tins issue has 
beat like a weight in my heart,*’ Pietro 
Nicotera, a lawyer for some of the vic- 
tims’ families, quoted Mr. Priebke as 
saying at a closed bearing in a military 
court in Rome. 

Another lawyer said Mr. Priehke ex- 
pressed his “deepest condolences.” 

The court must decide whether to 
order the farmer SS captain to stand trial 
for his role in the execution of 335 
civilians in March 1944 on the outskirts 
of Rome. The massacre was ordered as a 
reprisal for a bombing attack- by Italian 
partisans that killed 33 German soldiers 
in Rome. Ten Italian civilians were 
ordered killed for every G erman .vie- 
tim. 

Befbre the hearing was adjourned for 
the day Wednesday, Mr. Priebke, 83, 
echoed statements that he made before 
be was extradited last fall from Ar- 
gentina, where he had lived in an-An- 
dean resort. 

“The true people responsible for the 
massacre are those who authorized the 
>1 killings of the Gomans,” Mr. Nfcotera 
quoted Mr. Priebke as saying. 


His lawyers were expected to argue 
his defense Thursday . 

Mr. Nicotera, said that Mr. Priebke 
would go free if lodge Giuseppe Mazzi, 
the presiding magistrate, granted “ex- 
tenuating circumstances,’ * which would 
mean striking from tile indictment any 
reference to “cruelty.” 

Without the “cruelty” mention, the 
charge of “repeated murders” falls 
from a war crime to a common law 
infraction subject to a statute of lim- 
itations, meaning that Mr. Priebke 
would elude trial. 

The prosecutor, Antonino Intelisano, 
who is calling for Mr. Priebke to stand 
trial, said he was confident that Judge 
Mazzi would not grant extenuating cu- 
enm stances, which he said were “in- 
applicable." 

A ruling is expected after the hearing 
concludes Thursday; 

Police sources present at the session 
Wednesday said Mr. Priebke answered 
prosecution questions by denying the 
charges against him and stressing that 
he harbored no animosity toward Jews. 
Seventy-five of the 33S victims were 
Jews. 

He did, however, admit to killing two 
people, stressing that he was simply 
carrying out orders. 

He also told the court that he had 
many Jewish friends in Argentina where 
be had sought refuge after the end of 
WoddWar IL .. (AP,AFP) 



France Moves 
To Monitor 
Air Pollution 
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Alain Jupp6 visiting a rooftop air monitoring station on Wednesday. 
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Social Charter Is Revised 


STRASBOURG — The 39-nation Council of 
Europe has passed a revised Social Charter to en- 
shrine new human rights generally endorsed since it 
drew tq) its first charter 35 yearsago, the council said 
Wednesday. 

The council, which monitors human rights and 
democracy an the Continent, said its Committee of 
Ministers approved rights to protection against 
poverty, social exclusion and sexual harassment. It 
also introduced aright to protection far those without 
jobs, and the right to equal treatment and oppor- 
tunities for workers with family responsibilities. 

The committee amended some existing texts to 
reinforce nondiscrimination, equality between the 
sexes, and other protections. (Reuters) 


others as part of a blanket ban cm the party and related 
groups in 1993. The party recently threatened bomb 
attacks in Germany in response to the ban. 

The spokemian said the Federal Administrative 
Court in Bolin had advised thai it was still not clear 
whether the 20 groops were linked to party-related 
bodies, and that the question of a ban should be left to 
scale governments. (Reuters) 


lawed group ended its cease-fire. The IRA-allied 
Sinn Fein is one of 13 parties vying for two seats in 
the Irish Parliament: one in west Dublin, the other in 
County Donegal. Fianna Fail. Ireland’s largest party, 
was expected to win both. (AP) 


Paris Doesn’t Seek Detainee 
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Bonn Ban on Kurds Lifted 


PARIS — A French student who was arrested in 
London on Tuesday under die provisions of Britain’s 
Prevention of Terrorism Act is not wanted in Ranee 
for Islamic terrorist activities, judicial sources said 
here Wednesday . 

They said the anti-terrorism magistrate Jean-Louis 
Bmgnifae had no plan for the moment of issuing an 
arrest warrant for the student, Mohammed Keroucbe. 
who Is of Algerian origin. (AFP) 


European Union events on Thursday: 


BRUSSELS: European Commission shuts down 
for Easter holidays, until April 9. 


PRAGUE: The EC president. Jacques Santer, 
meets with Vaclav Havel, president of the Czech 
Republic. 


BONN — Botmias been forced by a court ruling 
to lift a ban on 20 Kurdish groups it suspects of being 
front organizations for the banned Kurdish Workers 
Party, an Interior Ministry spokesman said Wed- 
nesday. The groups were outlawed along with 15 


Votes Tallied in Ireland 


SOMALIA: Visit by Emma Bonino, humanit- 
arian aid commissioner. 


LETTERKENNY, Ireland — Election workers 
tallied ballots Wednesday in the first electoral test for 
Irish Republican Army supporters since the out- 


MOROCCO: Visit by Manuel Marin, commis- 
sioner of relations with Mediterranean countries. 

Soured: Agence Europe. AFP 


Reuters 

PARIS — The French cabinet ap- 
proved plans on Wednesday to monitor 
and control air pollution, reflecting pub- 
lic concern at repons that exhaust and 
factory fumes kill hundreds of people 
each year in France. 

The bill, denounced by critics as too 
timid, steps up air monitoring 
throughout the country and allows au- 
thorities to curb car traffic when pol- 
lution reaches alert levels. 

The plan, presented by Environment 
Minister Connne Lepage and due to be 
debated by Parliament in June, also en- 
courages die use of nonpoUuting fuels. 

To underline his government’s aim. 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe drove to die 
meeting in a car powered by a special 
fuel produced from rapeseed. before a 
visit to a rooftop air monitoring station 
in central Paris. 

Mr. Jupp6 announced the creation of 
an annual Clean Air Day in September 
to raise environmental consciousness. 

The Generation Ecologie environ- 
mentalist party called the bill “a ther- 
mometer without the medicine.” 

An opposition Socialist Party mem- 
ber. S6gol£ne Royal, a former envir- 
onment minister, said h had been 
watered down “to make people think 
that with one wave of a magic wand 
there'll be no air problem any more.” 

A survey by scientists earlier this year 
blamed 260 to 350 deaths a year in Paris 
and 30 to 50 in Lyon on heart ailments as 
a result of pollution from cars and 
factories. 

Dozens of more people in the two 
cities were dying prematurely of res- 
piratory problems, it said. 

A poll this week found that the 
French see air pollution as their worst 
environmental problem, and that 77 per- 
cent believe the air they breathe in cities 
is of poor quality. 

Paris, one of Europe's 10 most pol- 
luted cities, saw a sharp increase last 
year in the number of alerts over low 
ozone levels and high levels of certain 
pollutants. 

The Lepage bill makes it mandatory 
for cities with more than 250.000 res- 
idents to install pollution monitoring 
networks by the end of this year. Mayors 
will review public transport and traffic 
to promote the cleanest means of trans- 
portation. 

Cities over 1 00.000 are given an extra 
year to set up the monitoring, which is to 
be extended to the whole of France by 
the year 2000. 

Government representatives around 
the country will (haft plans to combat 
pollution and be given powers to curb 
traffic when pollution reaches alert 
levels. 


Tories Vow 
Referendum 
On a Change 
In Currency 
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LONDON — The Conservative 
government pledged Wednesday to 
hold a national referendum if Par- 
liament decides after the next elec- 
tion to take Britain into a single 
European currency. 

The pledge means nothing, 
however, unless the Conservatives 
continue in office. 

The promise would not be bind- 
ing on the opposition Labor Party, 
which is far ahead in opinion 
polls. 

Prime Minister John Major 
hopes the Conservatives’ agree- 
ment will beal deep splits in the 
party over Europe, enabling it to 
concentrate on preparing for the 
election, which must be held by 
May 1997. 

“We have decided to make a 
commitment in our manifesto that 
if the government decided to join a 
single currency during the course of 
the next Parliament, that decision 
would be subject to confirmation in 
a referendum," Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind said at a news 
conference. 

The European Union hopes to 
launch a single currency in 1999 in 
what many Conservatives see as a 
dangerous move toward a federal 
Europe with power concentrated in 
Brussels. 

Britain negotiated an opt-out 
from joining a single currency 
when the Maastricht Treaty on 
European Union was signed. 

There had been rumors in recent 
weeks that the chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Kenneth Clarke, 
threatened to resign over the issue 
because he believes refetendums 
are against the principle of par- 
liamentary democracy. 

He said at a news conference: “1 
have not changed my well-known 
views on referenda. 1 do not think 
the referendum should play apart in 
the ordinary political process of this 
country.” 

Pressed on whether he had con- 
sidered resigning over the issue, he 
failed to answer the question dir- 
ectly, saying: “This is a collective 
decision on which we have all 
agreed and there is certainly no 
dissent. 

“This, as far as the Conservative 
Party is concerned and the cabinet 
is concerned, is the definitive 
policy and will remain so through 
the next general election and bey- 
ond.” 

Later, in an interview on the ra- 
dio, Mr. Clarke explicitly denied 
that he had pressured the cabinet by 
threatening to resign. 

The agreement that Mr. Rifkind 
announced showed clear signs of 
concessions to Mr. Clarke’s Euro- 
friendly views. 

Mr. Rifkind said that if a Con- 
servative government decided Bri- 
tain should abandon the pound ster- 
ling in favor of a Eurocurrency, it 
would fust pass legislation in Par- 
liament and then call a referendum 
inviting Britons to approve it 
Cabinet members would at that 
stage be bound by the principle of 
collective responsibility, and 
would therefore not be allowed to 
campaign for a “no” vote. 

Britain's only previous national 
referendum took place 21 years 
ago. Then, a Labor government that 
was deeply split on membership in 
the Common Market called a vote 
in which the British voted by two to 
one to remain members of the 
bloc. ( Reuters . AP, AFP ) 


Yeltsin Cancels Trip to Ukraine for a 6th Time 
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Washington Post Service 
KIEV — President Boris N. Yeltsin of 
Russia has again canceled a visit to 
Ukraine to sign a broad accord between 
the two former Soviet republics, a de- 
cision apparently motivated in large part 
by Russian presidential politics. 

It was the sixth time smee September 
1994 that Mr- Yehsin has backed out of a 

scheduled visit here, and his office said 
he canceled Thursday’s trip because of 
continued disagrwxnenr between 
Ukraine and Russia ova - division of the 


farmer Soviet Black Sea Fleet and its 
bases in the Crimean Peninsula. 

that Mr. Yeltsm^o^r^^te trying to 
demonstrate to Russian voters that he 
intends to restore Moscow's dominance 
over former Soviet republics. 

Mr. Yeltsin faces strong opposition 
for re-election from a number of can- 
didates — particularly the Communist 
Party leader Gennadi Zyuganov — and 
die cancellation is tire latest indication 
that he is bringing his foreign policy 


more in line with domestic opinion fa- 
voring more assertiveness toward Rus- 
sia’s old Soviet partners. Mr. Zyuganov 
is appealing directly to that sentiment, 
calling for “voluntary” restoration of 
the Moscow-dominated Soviet Union. 
The latest treaty delay is particularly 
disappointing to Ukraine because it vir- 
tually ensures that the pact will not be 
signed before Russia's June 16 election. 
The Ukrainian government fears that if 
Mr. Zyuganov wins be might tty rene- 
gotiate the agreement on tougher terms. 
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EUROPEAN 


TOPICS 


Switzerland Targets Book 
With New Anti-Bias Law 


In one of its first tests, anew Swiss 
anti-racism law has been invoked 
against abook that blames Jews for the 
outbreak of World War n and denies 
the existence of the Holocaust 
The book, “Secret Societies 2, 
written under the pseudonym Jan van 
Helsing, has “clearly racist content,” 
according to Georg Krete chairman of 
a new national Commission Against 
Racism. The panel studies alleged vi- 
olations of the new law and rends its 

findings to prosecutors. Violators face 

fines of up to 46,000 Swiss francs 
($33^00) and jail sentences of up to 
three years. The bookseller in Basel, in 
an advertisement in a Jewish weekly. 


says it is sorry it “hurt tire feelings of 
oar Jewish fellow citizens.” reports 
tiie German newsweekly Focus. The 
Basel prosecutor says he is attempting 
to determine whether the bookseller 
could have been unaware of the nature 
of Mr. van Helsiog's message. For 
now. sales of the book have bten hal- 
ted in Switzerland. It is still widely 
available in Germany. 


Around Europe 


Save-the-Gnats Dept: Many Ger- 
man towns and cities have been chan- 
ging their streetlights from die com- 
monly used mercury vapor lamps to 
sodium lamps, because they use less 
electricity and are more easily recycled. 
But the good people of Oldring^ westof 
Munich, offered a different rationale: 
They wanted to save the lives of the 
thousands of moths, beetles, mayflies 
and gnats that perish when attracted to 
the mercury lamps’ while-hot light. 

The new lighting will cost the town 
88,000 Deutsche marks ($59,400) re- 


ports the weekly Der SpiegeL Envir- 
onmentalists persuaded town fathers 
to make that investment by arguing 
that artificial lighting was not only 
killing insects, but was thereby 
Starving their natural predators, dis- 
rupting the ecological balance. Nature 
lovers were ecstatic ar the town’s de- 
cision. But they don't expect a sudden 
rush to embrace the bug-lotting cause. 
“Unfortunately,” conceded one en- 
vironmentalist, “insects don’t have 
the lobby that baby seals do.” 


A certain French obsession con- 
cerning Francois Mitterrand has not 
ended with the death of the French 
president One joke now making the 
rounds reflects this: When Mitterrand 
reaches the pearly gates of heaven, Sl 
P eter refuses to let him in. “In the first 
place,” Peter says, “you are an 
adulterer. And what’s worse, you think 
you are God. You have to accept the 
fact that in this kingdom there is only 
one God.” To which Mitterrand re- 
sponds: “When is the next election?" 

International Herald Tribune 
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Brown: A Powerful Politician and a Point Man for the President 
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The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Ronald H. 
Brown’s career took him from the gritty 
streets of civil rights marches to the 
boardrooms of major corp orati ons, from 
the shadows of low-level political or- 
ganizing to the spotlight of Justice De- 
partment investigations into his business 
dealings. 

But Mr. Brown, who had become die 
quintessential Washington insider by the 
time President Bill Clinton pitied him to 
run the Commerce Department, was not 
one to look back. 

To tbe 54-year-old cabinet member, 
the allegati ons woe politically motiv- 
ated. As former chairman of die Demo- 


cratic National Committee, Mr. Brown 
knew a thing or two about politics. 

So he ignored his critics and kept 
doing what Mr. Clinton picked him to 
do: work to improve the world business 
climate for U.S. corporations. 

On Wednesday, that mission was tak- 
ing him to Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Croatia, where he was to help U.S. busi- 
ness leaders pursue some of die billions 
of dollars worth of pro gram s to recon- 
struct the war-tom region. 

Mr. Brown was on tbe first leg of the 
trip when his plane went down. 

Mr. Brown grew up in New York 
City’s Harlem district, where his father 
ran a hotel, and rose to become one of die 


most powerful figures in Washington. 
He was a senior aide to Senator Edward 
M. Kennedy of Massachusetts and later 
one of Washington's premier lobbyists, 
often drawing attention because of con- 
troversial clients who included tbe 
Haitian dictator, Jean-Qaude Duvalier. 

Mr. Brown worked tenaciously to win 
the Democratic National Committee 
chairmanship, and immediately set out to 
win bade the White House from George 
Bush. 

During the 1992 primaries, Mr. 
Brown was officially neutral but told 
associates he believed that Mr. Clinton, 
then the Arkansas governor, was the 
parly's best hope of beating Mr. Bush. 


Once Mr. Clintoa sewed up the nom- 
ination, Mr. Brown turned over to the 
nominee a party apparatus that h«H 
worked painstakingly to develop a gen- 
eral-election game plan. 

After Mr. Clinton won the White 
House, Mr. Brown told associates his 
dream job would be secretary of state, but 
that he knew the odds were long. Instead, 
Mr. Clinton named him Commerce Sec- 
retary. 

Almost from the start of his tenure, his 
high visibility served as a magnet for 
Republican criticisms, which led to two 
investigations. 

In February 1994, tbe Justice Depart- 
ment found no substance to allegations 


that Mr-Brown accepted $700,000 to help 
lift the U.S. trade embargo in Vietnam. 

The second case, which is still open, is 
a broader investigation of Mr. Brown's 
finances. At die request of Attorney 
General Janet Reno, that inquiry is being 
handled by an independent counsel. 

In making thar request, Ms. Reno said 
die special counsel should determine 
whether Mr. Brown improp erly accep- 
ted nearly $500,000 from a business 
partner and whether he deliberately filed 
inaccurate disclosure statements and a 
misl eadin g mortgage statement. 

Also as part of that investigation, die 
Internal Revenue Service is trying to 
determine whether a company formerly 


owned by Mr. Brown and a partner vi- 
olated U.S. tax laws. 

Despite die troubles, Mr. Clinton 
stood by Mr. Brown, who was praised by 
business leaders for aggressively pur- 
suing overseas markets for U-S. goods. 

Mr. Brown won the Democratic Party 
chairmanship after serving as 1988 con- 
vention manager for die Reverend Jesse 
L. Jackson’s presidential bid. As party 
phamwm, he used the skills boned as a 
lobbyist to help sell Mr. Clinton’s can- 
didacy to blacks union members. 

Mr. Brown had bora die first black to 
l ead either major political party. 

Mr. Brown and his wife, Alma, mar- 
ried 33 years ago. 
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Bosnian Croat General 
Is Allowed to Leave Jail 

He Denies Charges at War- Crimes Panel 


The Associated Press 

THE HAGUE — A Bosnian Croat 
general who defiantly turned hims elf in 
pleaded not guilty to war crimes charges 
on Wednesday and was released from 
bars by the Yugoslav war-crimes 
tribunal. 

The general, Tihomir Blaskic, was 
charged with crimes a gainst humanity for 
allegedly ordering massacres of Bosnian 
Muslims in Bosnia’s Lasva Valley in 
1992 and ’93. 

Permission for General Blaskic to 
await trial outside the tribunal cell block 
was ap p ar ently part of the deal that led to 
his surrender on Monday. 

General Blaskic bad armminrwd that he 
was giving himself up in order to disprove 
the alte rati ons agame t him 

After bearing his 13-page indictment 
read Wednesday, the 35-year-old general, 
dressed in a dark blue jacket and tie, 
denied a0 charges. 

“Your honor, with respect to all the 
charges of die indictment I plead not 
guilty. I consider myself completely in- 
nocent,” General Blaskic said. 

Before General Blaskic’s court appear- 
ance, tbe tribunal president. Antonio Cas- 
sese, ruled that the general did not have to 
stay in solitary confinement at the court’s 
24-cell holding block. 

Playing down the decision to free him 
from the cells, the tribunal said General 
Blaskic’s detention conditions “would 
only be slightly modified,” and stressed 
that it was not a form of house arrest 

General Blaskic will be confined to a 
guarded ap artme n t prov ided by the Dutch 
government, “where he shall serve his 
d e tention until the completion of pro- 
ceedings under the most strict condi- 
tions,” according to tribunal documents 


issued Wednesday. 

Visits and meetings with his lawyers 
will only be allowed at the tribunal de- 
tention block, and General Blaskic will 
have to foot die bill for his accommod- 
ation and guards. His lawyer says dial will 
run to about $1 million a year. 

His defense attorney, Zvonimir Kodak, 
said last week that he would try to raise 
the money from Bosnian Croats. 

At a separate hearing Wednesday, 
judges decided to report Serbian author- 


ities to the Security Council for nan- 
cooperation with the tribunal in the case 
of three Yugoslav Army officers accused 
of responsibility for a massacre of 261 
men, mostly Croats, near the Croatian 
town of Vukovar in 1991. 

A recent four-day hearing, at which 11 
witnesses gave evidence, heard that the 
three officers — Mfle Mrksic, Miroslav 
Radic and Veselin Sljrvancanin, all part of 
the Belgrade-based Guards Brigade — 
were behind the killings of the victims 
taken from the Vukovar hospital. 

The court also issued international ar- 
rest warrants fra- tbe men, who are be- 
lieved to be living in Belgrade. The war- 
rants wifi be sent to all UN number states 
and the NATO-led peace implementation 
force in Bosnia. 

The tribunal was also scrambling Wed- 
nesday to get a war-crimes suspect safely 
back to Bosnian authoriti es after the Im - 
plementation Force and Dutch policemen 
refused to take responsibility. 

Colonel Aleksa Krsmanovic, a Bos- 
nian Serb army officer, brought here fra 
questioning after being arrested Jan. 30 in 
Sarajevo, has to be out of tribunal custody 
by midnigh t and has been ordered re- 
armed to authorities in Sarajevo, who are 
investigating him fra genocide. 
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An international war-crimes investigator photographing evidence at a 
possible mass grave in the Zvornik area of eastern Bosnia on Wednesday. 


Perry Warns Libya to Abandon Toxic Arms Plant 


By Philip Shenon 

New 7 art Tunes Service 


CAIRO — The United States wifi not 
allow Libya to complete construction of 
a mountainside chemical weapons plant 
and has not ruled out an American mil- 
itary attack on the subterranean facility if 
the Libyans do not halt construction. 
Defense Secretary William J. Ferry said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Perry issued the warning to the 
Libyans after presenting President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt with a detailed 
intelligence report on the plant, which is 
under construction in Tarhunah, about 
65 kilometers (40 miles) southeast of tbe 
Libyan capital of Tripoli 

Asked at a news conference if the 
United States would allow the Libyans 


to open tbe facility, Mr. Perry replied: 
“No. I don’t want to comment any fur- 
ther than that, but no.” 

Asked whether die United States 
would use military force to halt Libya's 
chemical weapons program, Mr. Pteny 
replied, ”1 wouldn't rale anything out or 
anything in.” On arriving in Egypt on 
Tuesday, Mr. Perry described the Liby- 
an plant as “a matter of profound con- 
cern to us.” 

Mr. Pony’s remarks appeared to put 
the United States crnce again on a col- 
lision course with Colonel Moammar 
Gadhafi, die Libyan leader, who has 
insisted that die facility at Tarhunah is 
intended to store irrigation water. 

The Clinton administration has dis- 
missed the Libyan claim as nonsense, 
with the director of central intelligence. 


John M. Deuteh, describing die site as 


’ ’the world's largest underground chem- 
s plant” in testimony last 


ical weapons 
month before the Senate intelligence 
committee. 

American intelligence officials say 
that the plant would open by the end of 
the decade, possibly as early as next 
year, and that when completed it could 
produce the ingredients for tons of pois- 
on gas. Mr. Perry said dial tbe opening of 
the plant was “not imminent.” He 
would not comment on reports that bio- 
logical weapons might also be produced 
at the Libyan facility. 

He said that be presented the intel- 
ligence information to President 
Mubarak because, “I wanted to be sure 
Egypt was aware of our assessment — 
the threat from those chemical weapons 


is not just to the United States or even 
primarily to die United States.” 

Clinton administration officials say 
the United State is hoping to persuade 
Egypt, aclose American ally and Libya’s 
eastern neighbor, to assist in bringing 
additional diplomatic and economic 
pressure on Colonel Gadhafi to halt con- 
struction of the plant. Egypt might also 
be asked to provide a staging area in the 
event of an American military attack a t 
Tarhunah, American officials say. 

”It’s a threat to the regional powers 
around here, including Egypt, so I 
wanted Egypt to be very aware of dial,” 
Mr. Perry said, adding that President 
Mubarak had been "very interested” in 
information about the Libya plant and 
had requested “a detailed intelligence 
briefing in the weeks ahead.” 


Talks Begin on New Rules 
For Curbing Arms Transfers 


Reuters 


VIENNA — After initial deadlock and hours of delay, delegates 
from 3 1 Western and former Communist states got down to closed- 
door talks on curbing the transfer of military technology, a Earopean 
diplomat said Wednesday. 

‘The talks are now under way and discussions are still going an,” 
the source close to the talks said. A Western delegate said that 
Russian intransigence had threatened to derail the landmark talks to 
implement the so-called Wassenaar Arrangement, signed last 
December to succeed the Cold War era export controls. 

Russia refused to notify member states of its arms s ates to 
nanons considered too dangerous by other participants,” he said. 
Defense analysts said Moscow had reneged on the Wassenaar deal 
because it feared trade restrictions could erect barriers to major 
exports and make President Boris N. Yeltsin look weak during a 
presidential election campaign 

Sfgate said there was consensus among the participating 
countries that tan Iraq, Libya and North Korea wouldfece export 
restrictions under the new system. 


DEAL: Metallgesellschaft Talks to Ex-Head 


Continued from Page 1 


pressured them into the costly baflouL 

Wolfgang Apftzsch, a lawyer for Mr. 
Schimmelbuscb, said Wednesday in Frank- 
furt that a series of negotiating sessions aimed 
at reaching an out-of-court settlement had 
been held since last October, with the most 
recent meeting on March 26. 

Mr. Apitzsch said he could not discuss die 
details of die talks except to say that “we have 
presented new evidence that supports Mr. 
Schimmelbuscb.” He added that me talks had 
been held with lawyers for both MetallgeseQ- 
schaft and for die company’s supervisory 
board. 

The company said Wednesday that “at the 
request of Dr. Schimmelbuscb, talks took 
place with his attorney, who wanted to induce 
MG to enter into a settlement.” 

Andreas Martin, a company spokesman, said 
Metallgesellschaft bad off er ed an out-of-court 


along die lines of one reached last year with 
Mednhard Forster, the company’s former chief 
financial officer. That proposal would have 
required Mr. Schimmelbusch to accept res- 
ponsibility fra financial damage caused by the 
losses in exchange fra the company’s drop ping 
die lawsuit in Frankfurt. 

“This,” die company said, “was turned 
down by Dr. Schimmelbuscb ’s 


PARIS — On the evening before die 
fateful trip to the Balkans that would 
bring his plane crashing down, Ron 
Brown was pumped up, displaying the 
charismatic blend of energy, ideas and 
enthusiasm That has made him such a 
tireless and effective advocate of Amer- 
ican commercial interests abroad. 

“There are $5 billion worth of re- 
construction projects that will be needed 
in Bosnia over die next three to four 
years,” Mr. Brown explained in an in- 
terview at die U.S. Embassy residence in 
Paris. “Just as we took toe lead in the 
peace process, we need to show die way 
in rebuilding from the ruins of war. And 
I want American companies to get their 
share of those contracts.” 

Mr. Brown said he was convinced that 
trade and not aid was the key to ensuring 
political and economic stability in a re- 
gion that has known little except death 
and destruction fra the past four years. 
As in other parts of toe world, like south- 
ern Africa, Ireland and the Middle East, 
be said die dynamism of America’s 
private sector could prove one of most 
valuable tools in paving the recovery 
toward lasting peace. 

Beyond any altruistic motives, Mr. 
Brown said he had coaxed business lead- 
ers from such companies as Boeing, 
Bechtel and Northwest Airlines into 
coming with him on the trip to Bosnia 
and Croatia because he believed there 
were plenty of extraordinary business 
opportunities involving energy, trans- 
portation, housing and healthcare. 

“We have same of the best companies 
in the world to handle these infrastruc- 
ture projects,” he said. “Our business 
presence can cany an impact well bey- 
ond die military peacekeeping role now 
being played by American and NATO 
troops. That’s why we’re going there.” 

He was pleased that toe American 
business delegation to the Balkans had 
grown from 12 to 17 just in toe last few 
days before toe mission tot* place. 

“It shows a real can-do attitnde in our 
private sector,” be said. “I’m optimistic 
that this trip will accomplish a lot in 
expanding our commercial role and 
opening op prospects fra peace and 
prosperity fra these people who have 
suffered so much war in the last few 
years.” 

One measure of Mr. Brown’s achieve- 
ments as commerce secretary was the 
heartburn he generated among Amer-. 
ican allies, notably tbe French, who had 
grown accustomed to a lackadaisical 
U.S. approach to selling its products 
abroad while they combined toe forces 
of government and business in promot- 
ingtoeir exports. ^ 

During a recent swing through south- 
ern Africa, Mr. Biown infuriated toe 

that none of France's framerco^oriies in 
toe region should be considered the 
“special preserve” ofParisand its com- 
mercial interests. 

“The French always get upset when 
we beat them in w inning contracts,” he 
said. “Sure, there is bound to be some 
friction, but they have got to get used to 
the idea that Americans will no longer 
role over and play dead. We’re com- 
peting everywhere for co n tra c t s because 
that means jobs and a strong economy, 
and we intend to win.” 

Mr. Brown observed that sub-Saharan 
Africa was not toe economic basket case 


milli on new jobs in the past three 
years,” he said. “And despite the image 
that too many people have, toe fastest 
growing job categories in the United 
States are the highest paying ones.” 

' In his typically blunt fashion, Mr. 


'.V* 


Brown created something of a stir by & ir! fir I W 
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ac's call for industrial nations to find a 
“third way” between the social Dar- 
winism of die United States and the 
cosseted welfare societies in Europe. 

“Tbe question is not whether we take 
the first way, or the second way, or the 
third way, but rather the right way,” he 
said. “Iris all about whar works.” 
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Foul Weather 
As Brown’s Jet 
Approached 


Wk 

•• 

V%* 


i 


International Herald Tribute 

While not ruling out foul play. Western 
officials said Wednesday that initial in- 
dications suggested that tbe plane car- 
rying Commerce Secretary Ron Brown 
crashed accidmtalty on iaapproach to toe 
Dubrovnik abprat in extremely bad 
weather condfflcns, including dense 
cloud, rain and gusting winds. 

An officer at tbe French Defense Min- 
istry, which is in close communication 
with French units based near Dubrovnik, 
said:. 

“It would be premature to rule out any 
possibility that toe plane was downed by 
sabotage ra even a missile attack, but so 
far there is nothing to indicate any prob- A 
lem other than complications from bad ^ 
weather.” : ‘ 

The Dubrovnik airport has been back 
in operation fra several months without 
any reported mo de m s, and the region — 
where Croatia runs along a flank of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina controlled by the 
Croatian- Mnslrm federation — is con- 
sidered a stable zone. 

french forces use a nearby port, 
Ploce, as toe point of entry fra most of 
toefr supplies arriving vra the Adriatic en 
route to Bosnia, and they have reported 
no tensions in the area in recent 
months. 

French helicopters joined UJS. air- 
craft and Italian warships as part of a 

cue operation night- 

fall, French defense officials sa i d . 

AH flights in the area are dosely mon- 
itored by toe NATO peacekeeping force, 
as part of its supervision of airspace 
around Bosnia. 
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Crash in Balkans 
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that many people have assumed. “We 
have only 7 pereent of the market, while 

jSjiP Europeans ta,e mOK *an 40 per- eovemmenis wStiSl^ 
melbusch. MG was prep ar ed to check such 

information. The documents which were then 


provided, however, failed to reveal any new 
relevant facts.” 


cent,” he said. “But that is still worth $6 
billion of exports, which is more than we 


or 


sell to all of Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union.” 


settlement to Mr. Schimmelbusch structured 


.asem- 

etallgesellscfaaft executive who asked 
that he not be identified said late Wednesday 
that despite a number of outstanding difficult 
issues, he held ont hope that a settlement could 
bereached. 

“We will clarify the facts,” he said from 
the Frankfurt headquarters, “and I would not 
exclude that a settlement could be readied.” 


At a conference in Lille, France, earlier 
this week bringing together labor and 
trade nrmisteis from tbe leading industrial 
democ racies, Mr. Brown took the lead in 
tr umpeting the success of die Clinton 
administration in creating new jobs at a 
time when employment 


Europe and Japan have 
“We have gained 


m 


gained more than eight 


explained accidents in the United States 
in 1991 and 1994. 

The plane, the same one used, on re- 
cent trips to tbe area by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and Defense Secretary W illiam 
J. Perry, was based at Ramstein Air Base£ 
in Germany. ^ 

Mr. McCrary said he did not know if 
theplane had a militar y escort. 

C roatian ships and helicopters were 
first on - the scene, and American heli- 
copters, AWACS surveillance planes and 
C-130s were searching tbe area. Other 
governments were providing assistance 
m toe seardb-and-rescue effort, Mr. Mc- 
Crary said, without prov iding details. 

Two senior officials at tfcp. Defense 
Department told The Associated Press 
that drere was no indication of hostile 
fire. “None whatsoever,” one of the 
officials said. “I can tell ^>u the weather 
was terrible.” 

The other 'official noted that tire attire 
region was under aerial surveillance by 
NATO and U.S. peacekeeping forces, 
and that any hostile action should have 
been detected. 
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BRITAIN: Broad Search Powers Are Passed by Parliament 

Continued from Page 1 


gotiations continue between Britain and 
Protestant and Catholic political leaders 
in Northern Ireland for a permanent end 
to 25 years of sectarian violence, the 
government remains on alert for further _ 
terrorist acts, particularly this Easter. It inc 
will be the 80th anniversary of the 1916 1 

rebellion in Ireland against British rule. 

The Conservative government intro- 
duced the new legislation Tuesday, say- 
ing that the police had expressed a need 
to obtain expanded powers before the 
Easter holidays and before Parliament’s 
Easter recess, which was scheduled to 
begin Wednesday. There was little res- 
istance in Parliament to the law, which 
’ its main test in the House of 
by a vote of 244 to 21 with 


supporters from toe ruling Conservative 
Party stating that anyone who voted 
against them would be held responsible 
by toe public for any terrorism aver toe 
Easter holidays. The government se- 
cured the cooperation of the leaders of 


toe opposition Labor 
mem with secret 


However, considerable protest was 
voiced by rank and file opposition mem- 
bers over toe government's rush and toe 
limits imposed on debate. 

A legislative process that ordinarily 
consumes months ra more was tele- 
scoped into about 12 hours — from 
i ntrod uction of the bill to committee 
approval to final vote in tbe House of 
Commons on Wednesday morning and 
rubber stamping by the House of Lords. 

The Prevention of Terrorism Act, 


which was passed in 1974 to deal with 
Northern Ireland terrorism , already 
provides for extraordinary government 
authority fra searches and detention. 
Home Secretary Michael Howard said 
the new authority was meant to fill a gap: 
authority exists to search without sus- 
picion vehicles, bags and packages but 
not pedestrians and their clothing Vis- 
itors to England and residents with Irish 
accents contend that they are singled out 
dis pro portionately under the acL 
In response to questions from critics, 
Mr. Howard said that roughly 21,000 
people and vehicles had been searched in 
die London area under the law with a 
total of two arrests fra suspicion of ter- 
rorist activity. He said be did not know 
whether toe two persons arrested had 
been charged with any crime. 


DEATH: U.S. Court Permits Assisted Suicides for Terminally IU 
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all terminally ill patients equally. They 
noted that state law allows patients to 
refuse medical treatment or have it with- 
drawn as a means of hastening death , 
and said that tbe law therefore should 
also allow patients to seek medical treat- 
ment to quicken toe ends of their lives. 

Physicians, moreover, should be al- 
lowed to provide thar treatm ent, tire 
court ruled. 

“Physicians do not fulfill tbe role of 
’killer’ by prescribing drugs to hasten 
death any more than they do by dis- 
connecting life-support systems,” 
Judge Roger J. Miner wrote. Tbe other 
two judges on toe panel were Guide 
Caiabresi and MDton Pollack. 

The court’s ruling reversed a 1994 


deosron by Judge Thomas P. Griesa of 
U.S. District Court in Manhattan, and 
resulted from a lawsuit by three phys 1 
icians on behalf of their patients: two 
men with AIDS and a woman with 
thyroid cancer. - • 

T he patients, all of whom were ter- 
minally ill and have since died, wanted 
their doctors to prescribe medications 
mat would let toon hasten their deaths 
The physicians feared c riminal prosec- 
ution raider existing state criminal stat- 
considered helping someone 
loll himself to be manslaugh ter. 

Dieir lawsuit challenged the consti- 
tutionality of those 


deprived people of a fundamental per- 
sonal liberty: without due process and 
denied them equal protection. 

It w as the l at te r argument that toe 
appeals court found com pelling, citing 
toe discrepancy between a physician’s 
ability to withdraw life-sustaWng treat- 
ments but not to administer lifoinding 
ones; But the court acknowledged toe 
Stete]s nghf -to make laws to regulate , 
pnysi cian-aided suicide, and seemed tsw, 
invite the state to do so.'* 

The similar ruling last month by toe 
Ninth Q fcuit Court of Appeals in San 
Fraucisco, which struck down the state of 
Washington’s ban on assisted suicide. 
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f UiS.- China- Japan Balance: Signs of Stress 


By Michael Richardson 

Wwatiwaf Herald Tribu ne 

th J II J5^5? R ^rr ‘n* military threat 
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Bdibs - 

Jj^ntater tins month that is expected to 
strenginen me long-gtandinK secorirv 
fiance between the two canaries, of- 
ficials tod analysts worry that the two 

otiier sides of the diplomatic triangle are 
showuig signs of serious stress. 

Chinese- American ties have deteri- 
orated sharply in recent months over 
laiwan, trade, human rights and al- 
legations by 'Washington that rhi™ is 
shipping material and know-how to 
countries, including Pakistan, dial have 
clandestine programs to mafcft nuclear 
weapons. 

A. four-day visit to Japan by Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen of China tot 
ended Wednesday made it clear tot 
relations between B eying and Tokyo 


among them Taiwan. Chinese nuclear 
weapons testing and the U-S.-Japan se- 
curity treaty. 

China '‘suspects dial it must be Japan 
and the U.S. tbai are instigating Taiwan 
to become more independent/* said 
Masashi Nishihara, professor of inter- 
national relations at to National De- 
fense Academy m Tokyo. 

Mr. Qian reportedly raised the issue 
of foreign interference in Taiwan, 

NEWS ANALYSIS ‘ 

which Beijing regards as a rebel 
province, obliquely in his talks with 
Japanese leaders. 

He was modi blunter in sounding a 
warning to Tokyo not to use its alliance 
with Washington to try to contain or 
weaken China, saying that he hoped Mr. 
Clinton's visit to Japan from April l6to 
18 would not cause China “new prob- 
lems." 

Mr. Nishihara said the main goal of 
Mr. Qian’s visit was to try to "drive a 
wedge" between Tokyo sod Washing- 
ton so that they would not form "a 
united front" against Beijing. 

Juggling relations with China and the 
United Stases is “a very difficult issue 
for Japanese diplomacy,” because both 


countries are so important to Japan, be 
said, adding: "1 think in the worst case, 
Japan would have to side with the U.S. 
but it would be a very, very difficult 
choice for Japan to make." 

Ralph A. Cossa, executive director of 
the Pacific Forum CSIS think tank in 
Honolulu, said that since the end of the 
Cold War. maintaining a harmonious 
three-way relationship among China, 
Japan and to United States “requires, 
first and foremost, tot all three sets of 
bilateral relationships remain amic- 
able." 

He said that Chinese warnings about 
Japan's military buildup and expres- 
sions of Japanese concern about the 
potential Chinese military threat to Ja- 
pan’s national security "reveal a basic 
distrust of one another’s long-term in- 
tentions.” 

But Mr. Cossa said that of to three 
sides of to diplomatic triangle, the UJ5. 
-China link was obviously to most 
troubled. 

"While to U.S.-Japan security re- 
lationship must remain the strongest and 
thickest arm of this triangle, it most not 
be viewed as aimed ai countering or 
containing China,'* he said. "It must 
focus, instead, cm the promotion of re- 
gional stability and prosperity.” 


Writing in to latest issue of New 
Perspectives Quarterly, Lee Kuan Yew, 
Singapore's senior minister, said that 
Chinese- American relations were "at a 
low ebb, and it concerns us all in Eas t 
Asia.” 

He said China might eventually be- 
come “to No. 1 power on to western 
side of to Pacific — unless America is 
tore as a partner with Japan to balance 
China- ” 

Mr, Lee added that if ”to triangular 
relationship among to U.S., Japan and 
China is kept in balance, to rest of East 
Asia will be stable.” 

Some analysts are concerned that 
America may be undermining its own 
position in Asia and to Pacific by ali- 
enating China. 

Former Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer said Tuesday in a published com- 
mentary that should hostility toward 
China become American policy. Wash- 
ington would find no allies into region. 
Reuters reported. 

"A wise U.S. policy will dm seek 
premature confrontation: it will try to 
benefit from our biggest asset — that we 
have fewer real quarrels with Asian 
nations than they have with each other, 
enabling us to act as balancer of to 
Asian equilibrium,” he wrote. 


* BEEF : Britain Refuses to Endorse E U Measures, and Brussels Maintains Worldwide Ban 
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De spite his opposition to to EU min - 
isters’ final statement, Mr. Hogg said 
Britain would cany out the daughter 
program, which the National Fanners’ 
Union supports as to only meaanre that 
can now restore public confidence in 
beef. 

Britain was given until April 30 to 
come up with a slaughter proposal, with 
no prospect of having the export ban 
liftea. The ministers said to embargo 
would be reviewed by veterinary ex- 
perts in mid-May. But to Irish farm 
minister, Ivan Yates, predicted to ban 
would last for ‘ ‘a considerable time.” 

"It may stretch for weeks, if not 
months," be said. 

Britain's failure to win to amount of 


fin ancial backing it sought could create 
problems for Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor, who risks seeing his parliamentary 
majority whittled down to one in a by- 
election next week. 

The Labor Party’s shadow minister 
for agriculture, Gavin Strang, said the 
deal Mr. Hogg brought back from Lux- 
embourg was "the worst of all worlds." 
because to from winnmg a lifting of the 
export ban, Mr. Hogg has to go back to 
Brussels in a few weeks with an ad- 
ditional sTanght»» r proposal. 


The beef industry "is left in dreadful 
uncertainty," Mr. Strang raid. It has 
"do idea bow many canle to gov- 
ernment will have to condemn, do idea 
whether that proposal will be acceptable 
to our European partners and no idea 
when Britain will be allowed to export 
beef and beef products once more. He 
said. "Once again, a weak government 
tot is isolated in Europe has failed to 
effectively represent Briton's interests 
in Europe." 

In a report to to House of Commons, 


Mr. Hogg said the ElTs current refusal 
to lift to beef ban was unhelpful and 
unjustified. “It is very, very important 
that we secure a lifting of to ban and I 
have to say tot to justifications that I 
have heard for to imposition and to 
maintenance of the ban do not seem to 
me to have arguments which are foun- 
ded on logic or science," said Mr. 
Hogg, who was flanked by Mr. Major. 

"As to the legality, we are looking 
earnestly and urgently at the legality of 
what has been done.” 
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STREET JUSTICE — A young boy in Nairobi screaming in pain as 
be was stomped by a crowd for snatching a woman's necklace. 
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EU Measures to End Beef Panic 


The Associated Press 

The main points of Wednesday's 
European Union package to fight 
‘ ‘mad cow ” disease and restore con- 
sumer confidence in beef: 

• Britain will not sell meat from 
anfmak over 30 mnnrhq old. Car- 
casses of such animals will be des- 
troyed. This will mean almost 5 mil- 
lion cattle slaughtered over six years. 
Britain has a month to prepare a report 
on a cull of younger.animals in con- 
tact with infected herds. 

• The EU and Briton share, 70-30, 
the cost of compensating fanners for 
lost cattle. 

The EU estimates its annual con- 


tribution ai $400 milli on. Britain must 
shoulder the cost of kiltin g and dis- 
posing of the animals. 

• A worldwide ban on British beef 
exports stays. The EU will review to 
embargo within six weeks on to 
basis of action by Britain. 

• To support fanners hit by falling 
sales, to EU will buy up 50,000 tons 
of surplus meat (his month and keep it 
in cold storage until to market re- 
covers. 

• A ban on feeding cattle with 
ground remains of other animals, 
blamed for causing to disease. Tight- 
er veterinary checks on British an- 
imals. 


SAGA: Britain Isolated From Continent by the Mad Cow 9 Gap 
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whose maverick views have long ex- 
asperated the government. "These 
people in Europe who are supposed to be 
our friends and allies have insulted the 
prime minis ter If to British people are 
wilting to eat this kind of humble pie. 
they’ve lost their right to be a proud 
nation.” 

It is a far ay from to sentiment 
expressed in Turin on Friday, when 
Prune Minister John Major met his 
counterparts to initiate — of all things 
— a marathon conference on how to 
reform the collective strength of to EU. 
Buoyed by pledges of support, espe- 
cially from President Jacques Chirac of 
France, Mr. Major was reported to have 


told his fellow heads of state: "I wish 
the Euroskeptics back in Britain could 
be in this room now to see how Euro- 
pean solidarity works in practice." 

The gap between Britain and its 14 
partner nations is now wide. Contin- 
ental Europe believes that Britain bears 
to onus of allowing bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy to develop and spread 
in the first place, probably through poor 
procedures that allowed an infectious 
agent in rendering cattle feed. 

European officials in Brussels were 
not notified beforehand when Mr. Ma- 
jor's government let to genie out of the 
bottle March 20 with an announcement 
in Parliament ofa suspected link between 
the cattle disease and a rare variant of the 
fatal human equivalent, Creutzfeldt- 


Jakob disease. Now the Europeans be- 
lieve they are being generous in helping 
Britain contain the disease. 

But what strikes European capitals as 
help is seen in London as bossy in- 
terference. People were especially put 
out at to idea that to EU could step 
Britain from exporting beef and 
products with beef extract to third coun- 
tries having nothing to do with Europe. 

The real motive, officials hinted 
darkly, was that the 14 partners feared 
that the cloud of suspicion would spread 
to European beef in general. Or even 
worse: Perhaps, said farmers inter- 
viewed over to radio. France. Germany 
and others want to seize the opportunity 
to cripple Britain's $6.5 billion industry 
to expand their own beef herds. 
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A Useful Referendum 


Prime Minister Shimon Peres has 
promised to submit any final peace 
agreement with the Pal estinians to a re- 
ferendum. This was a deft, even nec- 
essary move. Public nervousness over 
the still -to- be- negotiated details of such 
an agreement threatened to drain sup- 
port from Mr. Peres’s Labor Party in 
nest month's tightly fought Israeli elec- 
tions. A referendum is good policy as 
well as good politics. 

If Israeli and Palestinian negotiators 
do reach agreement in the final phase 
of the peace talks, provided for in the 
original Oslo agreement and now 
about to get under way, the outcome 
will shape Israeli society for years to 
come. It should therefore be subject to 
public ratification, even at the risk of a 
“no" vote, which would have to be 
followed by oew negotiations. 

The agenda for the talks includes 
issues of great sensitivity — resolving 
competing claims on Jerusalem, as- 
suring Israeli security, determining the 
future of West Bank settlements and 
setting the limits, if any , on Palestinian 
sovereignty. 

Referendum rightly have a limited 
role in representative democracies. 
Elected governments already have a 
strong mandate to make most important 
decisions in the name of the nation as a 
whole. Resorting too often to plebiscites 
can weaken the functioning of demo- 
cratic institutions rather than strengthen 
them. But when it comes to issues as 
fundamental as those involved in a final 
Israe li- Palestinian peace agreement, a 
referendum is appropriate. 

Mr. Peres's main opponent, Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu of the Likud party, 
disagrees. He wants to make the May 
elections themselves into a referendum 


on peace terms with the Palestinians, 
and asserts that a vote for Mr. Peres 
would be a vote for dividing Jerusalem 
and creating an armed and dangerous 
Palestinian stale. 

Mr. Peres naturally denies any such 
intentions. But the recent rash of Pales- 
tinian suicide bombings and threats of 
new attacks have all but wiped out bis 
once substantial lead. Mr. Netanyahu 
hopes that by sowing voters’ doubts on 
these psychologically potent issues, he 
can emerge victorious. 

Good-faith negotiations win neces- 
sarily involve give-and-take on both 
sides. But no Israeli leader is likely to 
agree to terms that mainstream Israeli 
opinion would automatically reject. Is- 
raelis broadly want peace, but with ad- 
equate provisions for security, and they 
are unwilling to redivide Jerusalem. 
Any predictions on the specific pro- 
visions of a final agreement at this point 
are necessarily speculative. The time to 
debate those details is when they begin 
to emerge from the peace talks, many 
months from now. The May elections 
are a referendum on broad strategies. 
Mr. Peres promises Israelis a chance to 
pass judgment later on specific details. 

Toe Palestinians, for their part, com- 
plain that by de manding a referendum, 
Mr. Peres adds new hurdles to any 
agreement But they ought to under- 
stand that there can be no final peace 
with Israel that is not acceptable to 
Israeli voters. Peace cannot just be a 
secret deal made between government 
negotiators. Without trust and the direct 
involvement of ordinary citizens on 
both sides, it will not take root or endure. 
Mr. Peres's proposal for a referendum 
can help build the necessary trust 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Yeltsin and Dudayev 


There are ample reasons for skep- 
ticism about Boris Yeltsin's latest peace 
overture toward Chechnya, but grounds 
for wary optimism also exist President 
Yeltsin has ordered a cease-fire in the 
devastated province on Russia's south- 
ern border; that, after the brutal ex- 
cesses of Russian troops during the past 
weeks, is in itself cause for cheer. And 
for the first time he has acknowledged 
the need to deal with the Chechen leader 
Dzhokar Dudayev. Until now Mr. 
Yeltsin and his aides have insisted that 
Mr. Dudayev should simply be shot, 
which was not exactly what you would 
call conducive to peace talks. 

The reasons for skepticism are il- 
lustrated in the history of Russia's 15- 
month effort to squelch Chechnya’s bid 
for independence. Mr. Yeltsin has 
ordered cease-fires before; some have 
never taken, and others have not lasted 
long. Then, too, it has not always been 
clear that Mr. Yeltsin either wanted or 
was able to control the actions of his 
military commanders. That issue was 
raised anew rat Monday when the top 
Russian general in Chechnya, appar- 
ently qualifying his commander in 
chief s peace offer, said that talks with 
Mr. Dudayev's supporters “can only be 
about them handing over their weapons, 
not about any sort of concessions.” 

Furthermore, there is no guarantee 
that the Chechen resistance will re- 
spond to a cease-fire call, given that 
Mr. Yeltsin has not acceded to then- 


two principal demands — withdrawal 
of Russian troops, and the granting of 
independence. Since Mr. Yeltsin has 
acknowledged that he is acting under 
the pressure of his uphill re-election 
fight, the Chechens may well wonder 
whether the cease-fire would continue 
past this summer's vote. And the frac- 
tured resistance may no longer be con- 
trolled by any single figure. 

Beneath all these doubts lies the dif- 
ficulty of finding a lasting solution, 
particularly after all the spilled blood of 
Mr. Yeltsin’s war. Many Chechens 
trace (heir claim for independence back 
150 years to the czars’ ruthless con- 
quest of their land, and will not settle 
for anything less. Most Russian politi- 
cians believe that they cannot let 
Chechnya go without risking the break- 
up of the rest of their huge federation. 

But there is a glimmer of hope in the 
example provided by Tatarstan, an- 
other Muslim region of Russia that has 
won wide latitude in economics and 
politics while staying within the fed- 
eration. President Yeltsin’s offer of a 
cease-fire and talks, while not suf- 
ficient, is certainly an essential pre- 
cursor to finding some similar com- 
promise for Chechnya. That he offered 
these concessions under electoral pres- 
sure does not lessen their value but 
rather serves as another reminder of the 
continuing benefits of democracy in 
rapidly changing Russia. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Food Safety at Issue 


An 1 lth-hour amendment, sneaked 
into the farm bill last week, threatens to 
complicate and clog America’s meat 
and poultry safety system. The White 
House opposes the amendment but is 
unlikely to veto the bill, which has 
many admirable provisions. Given the 
controversies over possibly contam- 
inated beef in Britain and the rejection 
of U.S. chickens in Russia because of 
high salmonella levels, though, this is 
no time to trifle with food safely. Con- 
gress should correct its own mistake. 

Pushed at the last minute by Rep- 
resentative Pat Roberts. Republican of 
Kansas, and inserted in conference 
committee, the amendment would es- 
tablish a Safe Meat and Poultry In- 
spection panel — a part-time, volun- 
tary group of seven experts drawn 
mainly from the food, meat and poultry 
science fields. Those experts generally 
have more training in animal health 
than in h uman health. Protecting hu- 
man health is the main purpose of meat 
and poultry inspections. 

The panel would evaluate any rule 
or procedure related to meat inspection 
suggested by the Agriculture Depart- 
ment’s undersecretary for food safety. 
The panel would not have veto power. 


but the extra layer of review would 
surely slow down an inspection pro- 
cess that already suffers from inad- 
equate resources. It is also likely to 
complicate plans to modernize inspec- 
tions, including sophisticated testing 
fra- microbes and other new controls. 
Modernization was recommended by 
the National Academy of Sciences a 
decade ago and has the support of 
industry and consumer groups. 

Some afler-the-fact counterattacks 
are under way. Two Democratic rep- 
resentatives, Nita Lowey of New York 
and Richard Durbin of Illinois, will 
push the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee not to finance the new safety 
panel. The administration, expressing 
“serious concerns” about tire panel, 
will try to have it repealed, possibly 
through the process of making tech- 
nical corrections on the bill. Another 
way to fix die damage would be a new 
law to make a majority of panel mem- 
bers experts in public health and nar- 
row the scope of their authority. These 
measures are late, but they are being 
discussed openly, which is more than 
can be said about congressional efforts 
to fiddle with food safety. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 



International Herald Tribune 

ESTABLISHED 1887 

KATHARINE GRAHAM. ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER 
Co-Chairmen 

RICHARD McCLEAN, Publisher & Chief Executive 
JOHN VINOCUR, Exeaeivr E£sor & Ito President 
• WALTER WELLS. NewsEr&or • PAUL HORVTTZ. Demurs’ 

• KATHERINE KNORR and CHARLES MTICHELMORE. Deputy Editors* SAMUEL ABT and 
CARL GEWKIZ, Aoodae Editors • ROBERT J. DONAHUE Erbnrrcfthr Edaond Poses 
• JONATHAN GAGE, Business tfitol Finance Editor 
• RH'lt BOND Y. Deputy Publisher • JAMES McLEOD. Ad\msoig Dirrcbr 
•JUANITA L CASPAR!. InSerrudi^vd Dnektfmem Direcse • DtDtER BRUN, CinnkoKwi Drrrcee. 
Dtredcurde la Publication: Richard D. Samara 

Dtrectetr Adjoint de fa Pubbcaan: Katharine P. Darmw 


foenaDonaJHaakl Tribune, 181 Avenue Qarfcsde-Gaidk. 9252! Neuffly-stf-Scmc. fiance. 
TeL:(Ii41.43i&00- Rk : Grc. ( I >41^43.92.10; Adv„ (1)4143.92.11 E-MaiL fcgihLcom 

Bbarfar Asa MkhdRSdunhai 5 Caaatun Rd. Singapore 0511. Td m 472-7768. Fa: (651^4-2331 
Mng. Dtr. Asa, Rdf f>. KnncpuN. » Gfawajr Ri fang tong Td 852-292. 1 M Far 852-2922-1190 
Col Mgr. Goman: T. SdHter. FriednJiar. IX Td (07872 67 5X Fax: f«WI 7273 IQ 

PklUS: Mkhad Comas. 850 Had Ak. New York KY. KBH Td (2121 752-J8SU Far (2121 7558735 
UK. Advertising Office: 63 Lag Acre. London WC2. TeL \ 1711 83&4S0L Fax: 1 171 1 240-2254 
S.A. au capital de 1.200.000 F. RCS Naiaerre B 732021126. Commission Pariioirg No. 61337 
&l096.baemmndHaoMT/9m. AM SEN: 0294-8052 



Cyberspace Doesn’t Stop at National Borders 


W ASHINGTON — The computer 
and modem now downsize the 
globe, enabling citizens to vault over 
walls of secrecy, law and control erec- 
ted by governments. 

Bomb-building tips from Algerian 
terrorists travel the Internet in America, 
racing alongside Pentagon security in- 
formation that Argentine youths pluck 
from the air. On the same information 
highway, outgoing American smut 
causes Bavarian Burgenneisters to blush 
and to threaten prosecution of Internet. 

Still gathering steam, the inform- 
ation revolution is creating a new gen- 
eration of foreign policy and national 
security problems for the world’s gov- 
ernments. They are organized to op- 
erate in a hierarchical world of borders 
and customs posts to keep out the un- 
wanted, the unhealthy or the danger- 
ous. But the boundaries of cyberspace 
are unfixed and amorphous. 

They are being determined more by 
the availability and cost of commu- 
nication modems, sophisticated soft- 
ware, satellite stations, encryption 
techniques and other data processing 
technology than by government fraL 
An example of the potential for harm 
surfaced last week when France asked 
the United States to crack down on a San 
Diego-based Islamic group that posts 


By Jim Hoagland 


instructions on (be Internet for assem- 
bling inexpensive bombs tike those ex- 
ploded in the Paris Mfitro last year. 

French officials traveling or posted 
abroad fear that they are the intended 
targets of these homemade bombs, the 
Quai d’Orsay's senior Middle East ex- 
pert, Denis Bouchard, told American 
diplomats at a meeting in Washington 
last week on international terrorism. 
The San Diego group denounces 
France for supporting tiie Algerian gov- 
ernment’s war on Islamic extremists. 

State Department officials offered 
die French sympathy but did not hold 
out much hope that they could act on 
the sparse information tire French 
provided. The tine between computer- 
driven incitement to terrorism tod elec- 
tronic free speech still has to be drawn 
in the brave new cyberworld. 

The inchoate nature of that world was 
underscored by ibe disclosure on March 
29 that LLS. authorities had charged an 
Argentine student with three felonies 
for illegally entering Pentagon and oth- 
er LLS. military computers to obtain 
confidential files on satellites, radiation 
and energy-related engineering 

But Julio C£sar Ardita, 22. who 


raided Washington files from his home 
in Buenos Aires, cannot be extradited 
under UJS.- Argentine treaties, which 
do not cover these alleged national 
security violations. 

Governments are waking late to die 
implications of individuals and small 
groups operating across boundaries 
and oceans to bypass or intrude upon 
bureaucracies that have controlled or 
regulated the security and business of 
nations for centuries. 

The implications are particularly 
dramatic for totalitarian regimes that 
brook no open dissent. 

China seeks to impose a government 
monopoly over economic data trans- 
mission into China to go along with the 
draconian political censorship already 
practiced on its traditional media. But as 
long as the Middle Kingdom remains 
part of the international telephone sys- 
tem , with its faxing and modem cap- 
abilities, words and facts that die Com- 
munist leadership abhors will spread 
fester than Big Brother can track them. 

die cyEerliorse has^bolted. Getting the 
animal back inside would mean with- 
drawing from the modem global eco- 
nomy and its lucrative benefits. 

The world stands roughly where it 
stood in 1950 as television began to 


reshape politics and policy-making in 
ways still not fully understood. A new 
communications technology arrives to 
change what we think, as well as how 
we think and communicate. 

Traditionalists fear anarchy. Optim- 
ists foresee the best of all worlds, with 
Orwell's 1984 predictions of Big 
Brother, tracking and brainwashing 
everyone through television, proven to 
have been 180 degrees off course. 

But the picture is in feet mixed. Gov- 
ernments have begun to talk seriously to 
each other about contr o lli n g the com- 
puter revolution. The Pentagon is study- 
ing die information highway as the route 
to complete domination of the battlefield 
and thus the ultimate source of power. 
The FBL the Internal Revenue Service 
and the CIA are determined to keep you 
from being able to encode and transmit 
information that they want to see. 

Orwell may turn out to have been 
premature, but not wrong. The struggle 
over the course of the information re- 
volution is only beginning. The bur- 
eaucracies that are most threatened still 
have powerful hands to play. There is 
no guarantee . that cyberspace will 
provide the world with the era of new 
freedoms that now seem likely. That 
battle is still to be fought and won. 

The Washington Post. 


Intellectual Property Rights Versus the Public Domain 


W ASHINGTON — The 
world changes when in- 
formation becomes one of the 
most important forms of 
wealth and power — when 
everything from the pattern of 
purchases revealed by credit 
card receipts to the pattern of 
your DNA can become a byte 
of information, to be bought 
and sold in the marketplace. 
The first effect of this change 
is that intellectual property 
rights become veiy important. 

Around the world, corpor- 
ations are lobbying their gov- 
ernments, demanding more 
expansive copyright, patera, 
trademark and date-base 
rights. Governments are com- 
plying, granting monopolies 
over information and inform- 
ation products that make the 
monopolies of the 19th cen- 
tury robber barons look like 
penny-ante operations. 
Intellectual property rights 


By James Boyle 


are being expanded dramatic- 
ally, sometimes in surprising 
directions. Even human genet- 
ic information has been privat- 
ized. The gene that indicates a 
predisposition to breast can- 
cer, for example, has been pat- 
ented by Myriad Genetics. 

But beyond these examples, 
with their Brave New World 
overtones, lies a more general 
trend. We are in the middle of 
an information land grab, and 
no one seems to have noticed. 

As yet, we have no politics 
of the information age. We 
don’t see the linkages between 
issues or perceive a common 
interest in apparently disparate 
situations. 

Censorship we onderstand. 
But the subtler forms of con- 
trol imposed by ownership of 
information? These are harder 
to discuss. 


The U.S. Congress is con- 
sidering the Clinton adminis- 
tration’s proposal for intellec- 
tual property on the Internet, 
aimed at “saving” tins thriv- 
ing medium. Using a far- 
fetched theory of what con- 
stitutes “copying.” the pro- 
posal would turn browsing an 
Internet document into a copy- 
right violation. It would ef- 
fectively privatize much of die 
public domain by transform- 
ing the current law of fair use. 

It would make on-line ser- 
vice providers strictly liable 
for their customers' copyright 
violations, thus giving pro- 
viders an incentive to monitor 
what you do in cyberspace. 

The information land grab is 
not confined to the Internet. In 
fields ranging from software to 
biography, from biotechno- 
logy to court reporting, the 


general tendency of intellec- 
tual property rights has been to 
grasp outward, ever outward. 

Entrepreneurs have to be as- 
sured mat time spent devel- 
oping new softwrae won’t be 
wasted, that a profit lies at the 
end of the tunneL But they also 
require an adequate amount of 
raw materiaL There has to bean 
adequate flow of information 
for the market to func tion 

This is true even in liter- 
ature. “Poetry can only be 
made out of other poems; nov- 
els out of other novels,” as the 
critic Northrop Frye famously 
put iL The same goes for com- 
puter p rograms, which build 
on the contributions of 
hackers, or for biotechnology 
projects, which rely on the 
availability of im patented cell 
lines, and so on. 

Every intellectual property 

Harm is a chunk taken pntnf the 

public domain. If copying is 


curtailed, if we potent 
basic functions, at some point 
the public domain is so dimin- 
ished that future creators won't 
be able to create because they 
can’t afford the raw materials 
they need. 

An intellectual property sys- 
tem has to ensure feat die fer- 
tile public domain is not con- 
verted into a fellow landscape 
of walled private plots. We are 
in danger of forgetting this. 

The ground rales of the in- 
formation society are being) aid 
down by lawyers employed by 
the biggest players in the field 
all wife little public debate or 
press scrutiny. This is bad polit- 
ics in the thrall of worse eco- 
nomics. We need a politics of 
fee information age. 


The writer, author of * 'Law 
and the Internet Age” con- 
tributed this comment to The 
NewYorkTanes. 


The German Labor Market Needs Some American Flexibility 


K IEL, Germany — In 1970, 
only 150,000 people were 
unemployed in West Germany. 
Today, 2.9 million people, or 
around 9.4 percent of the labor 
force, are unemployed, wife an- 
other 500,000 in government 
work programs. Each of the past 
three recessions in Germany 
has left behind some 800,000 
unemployed who do not re- 
enter the work force when the 
downturn recedes. Why? 

Germany has created a so- 
cietal steering mechanism feat, 
in the context of a globalized 
economy, doesn't add jobs but 
produces ever more unemploy- 
ment This malfunctioning oc- 
curs because there are too many 
incentives in fee German social 
and economic system that 
weaken fee demand for labor. 
The Communist countries did 


By Horst Siebert 


away with the commodity mar- 
ket and thus had a deficit of 
consumer goods, there being no 
efficient mechanism to link the 
supply of goods wife what 
people needed or wanted In 
West Germany and elsewhere in 
Europe we have, in effect, done 
away with the labor market 

In the name of high-wage em- 
ployment security obtained 
through “solidarity” wage 
compacts of the largest unions 
wife the strongest companies, a 
high floor was set under wages 
for the whole economy. This has 
created a deficit of jobs by 
lowering the demand for labor 
feat could work at lower wages. 

If jobs are reduced in a sys- 
tem wife a high-wage floor, 
there is nowhere to go but the 


unemployment line. New and 
smaller companies have little 
incentive to create jobs, and for- 
eigners have little incentive to 
invest in Germany, because fee 
wage bill is prohibitive. At more 
than $32 an hour, German man- 
ufacturing labor costs (wages 
plus mandatory benefits) are 
among the world’s highest 
This rigid structure of Ger- 
many’s high labor costs may 
have worked well in a relatively 
dosed system, but as markets 
have become global wife the 
opening of Eastern Europe and 
with China arriving on the scene 
(adding fee equivalent of one- 
fifth more workers to the world's 
total labor supply), it is increas- 
ingly difficult for German com- 
panies to compete. 


A Public Whste of French Talent 


P ARIS — The movement 
created 18 years ago by 
Valery Giscard a’Estaing, the 
Union for French Democracy, 
has elected as its new leader a 
man he opposed, Francois 
Lyotard, a former demise 
minister. Mr. Giscard d’Esta- 
ing’s renunciation of the 
party's presidency was coolly 
received. It was an unhappy 
day for the man the French 
simply call “Giscard.” 

His career was spectacular. 
Elected to the National As- 
sembly at 29, he was minister 
Of finance under GhflHgg dr 
Gaulle at 36 and became pres- 
ident at 48, after die death of 
General de Gaulle's suc- 
cessor, Georges Pompidou. 

He had dazzled as a young 
cabinet minister. He went on 
television with chalk and 
blackboard to explain the na- 
tional budget wife a lucidity 
even dolts found irresistible. 
Like most French politicians, 
be spoke not only in sentences 
but in paragraphs. 

His youth and brilliance 
charmed the electorate. He 
disguised an arrogance born 
of his natural superiorities by 
playing the accordion in his 
campaign, walking rather than 
riding in his inaugural parade, 
wearing cardigans in his of- 
fice, giving fireside chats, ask- 
ing ordinary Bench families 

to invite him to dinner. 

There was an ostentatious 
simplicity about this feat began 
to displease. But be extended 
social protections, sponsored 
liberalization of abortion law, 
produced economic reforms 
feat liberalized fee economy, 
and tried to attribute fee role of 


By William Pfaff 


“loyal opposition” to Social- 
ists and Communists. He in- 
vented fee Group of Seven 
meetings of chiefe of state. 

He was a friend of Ger- 
many’s equally formidable 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 
They regularly met, placing 
French-German relations and 
cooperation on the firmest 
basis they ever had. Together 
they created the modem 
French-German alliance, wife 
its regular meetings between 
state leaders and cabinet de- 
partments, and exchanges of 
civil servants. 

As his successes continued. 
Mr. Giscard d’Estaing took 
himself increasingly seri- 
ously. There was a new form- 
ality to his presidency, a pro- 
tocol resembling that of a 
court, which the satirical 
press, and irreverent enter- 
tainers, began to mock. 

He condescendingly hu- 
mored the appalling African 
dictator “Emperor” Bokassa, 
wife whom he hunted big 
game, and he took a gift of 
worthless diamonds from 
him. When this was revealed 
by fee press, it prayed dis- 
astrous to his campaign for a 
second term, in 1981. when be 
was opposed by Jacques Chir- 
ac and defeated by Francois 
Mitterrand. He ruined his de- 
parture with a television ad- 
dress teU-ing fee Bench how 
ungrateful they were. 

He then could have played 
elder statesman, but at 55 
could not bring himself to do 
so. He started over. He ran for 


deputy and won. He ran for a 
regional council, and for fee 
other offices that French 
politicians use as steps to the 
top. He was determined to be- 
come president again. 

He nad learned his lesson 
about dealing wife fee public. 
He was less successful in 
keeping political friends. He 
was distent and ambitions, 
blocking the way for younger 
politicians. 

He remains a deputy, is 
chairman of the Foreign Af- 
fairs Commission of the Na- 
tional Assembly, and is 
launching a “Foundation for 
Democracy in Europe.” He 
can imagine anew career as a 
European figure. His old en- 
emy , Mr. Chirac, supports him 
for some yet-to-be-created of- 
fice: high commissioner for 
European foreign relations, or 
even European president 

Were be to hold such an 
office, Europe would wield 
twice the authority in world 
affairs that h does today. But 
it would be his authority, not 
Europe’s, and that is why such 
an office is ail but certain nev- 
er to be offered. 

Being extremely intelligent 
is not always an asset in polit- 
ics, even in Fiance (although it 
is more of an asset there than 
anyplace else). Nor is early and 
b rilliant success a necessary 
advantage, since you are left 
wife the problem of fee second 
act, which Mr. Giscard d’Es- 
taing could never solve. Given 
fee quality of most contem- 
porary politics and politicians, 
this seems a great waste. - 

International Herald Tribune. 

Q Los Angeles Times Syndicate . ' 


In the manufacturing sector, 
Germans work an average of 
35.8 hours a week (according to 
the wage contracts) and 1,620 
hours peryear— fee lowest rate 
of all the advanced countries. 

Tinkering here or there 
around the edges of the German 
model will not help. We must 
redesign the steering mechan- 
ism by strengthening die de- 
mand for labor. 

The ideal solution is to im- 
prove labor productivity, but 
that is not so easy. Do Germany, 
as elsewhere, labor productivity 
has increased precisely because 
of layoffs. To exaggerate the 
point, productivity would soar 
if no one but fee chancellor 
were working. 

It would also help greatly if 
some basic rules upon which all 
economists agree were not re- 
jected by labor leaders and 
politicians. If you want to keep 
employment stable, wage in- 
creases must not exceed in- 
creases in productivity. If you 
want to integrate those who are 
unemployed, you must keep 
wage levels below fee level of 
productivity increases. 

We need to go beyond these 
basic understandings and re-ex- 
amine fee whole socioeconomic 
compact based on trade union 
and employer collaboration. 
What we need, above all, is a 
more flexible system that allows 
for “wage differentiation.” 

Why, for example, should 
some o n e who is unemployed in 
Gennaqy not have the legal right 
to enter the labor market at 
wages 20 percent below the level 
agreed to by fee trade unions and 
employers’ association? 


To prevent die stratification of 
society . Europe may not want tc 
go as far as the highly flexible 
American labor market, when 
layoffs aui corporate downsiz- 
ing are done at wife But in s 
competitive world we must in- 
evitably move in feat direction. 

I disagree wife those who ar- 
gue that weak Arms must be 
subsidized to avoid layoff's. 
Such a scheme might be suit- 
able during one period of slow- 
down, but to make a system oi 
such a cushion in the face ol 
global wage pressures would 
substitute one malfunctioning 
mechanism that already seri- 
ously distorts fee relationship 
between supply and demand 
wife a worse one. 

This would rally result i 


ment from the labor-employe: 
monopolies to the German gov- 
ernment, already straining, like 
all welfare states, under the bur 
den of providing health care anc 
retirement benefits to the grow- 
ing population of fee elderly. 

In short, Germany, as well ai 
Europe in general, cannot cope 
wife Us burgeoning unemploy- 
ment problem unless it revamps 
its institutions. Europe hag tc 
recognize that while fee law ol 
supply and demand can be modi 
tented, it cannot be eliminated. 
That is as true in the labor mar- 
ket of capitalist states today as it 
was true of the commodity mar- 
ket in Communist states. 

The writer is president of die 
Kiel Institute for World Eco- 
nomics. This comment was dis- 
tributed by the Los Angeles 
Times Syndicate. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100. 75 AND 50 YEARS ACO 


1896: French D rmlc 

PARIS — In 1895 fee abso- 
lutely normal Frenchman drank 
112 litres of wine, 46 litres of 
cider and 432 litres of sp irit* 
The rate of wine drinking is 
highest in Paris, where die av- 
erage is 264 Hires a bead- Then 

come Hdrault, 260 litres; and 
Var, 236. The depart ments in 
which fee least wine is drank 
are: Ome, 7 litres; and Manche 
and Cdtes-du-Noid, 8. Cider is 
most largely drunk in-fee de- 
partments erf: Manche, 419; and 
Calvados, 352. In 35 depart- 
ments no cider is drunk at alL 

1921: Sofia Condemns 

SOFIA — By an almost un- 
animous vote to-day (April 2] 
the Bulgarian Parliament con- 
demned fee Radoslavoff Cab- 
inet. which was in power at fee 
outbreak of fee war, for having 
violated the Consfeutiofi- The 
Cabinet was condemned for 


borrowing money fro m 
many to influence Bulg 
politics and also for the 
ticipation ofBulgaria in fee 
without consulting Pariian 

1946: Nazis’ Tool? 

NUREMBERG — Field 
sfaal Wilhelm Keitel. 
<feief of the Wehrmachi 
tained in testifying in 


man soldier,”, that fee 
macht was merely the 
politicians.” He decku 
m ili t arists could not t 


vmwg because “the , 
given his personal, a 
life away. He only taki 
He appeared to imp] 
self in fee Nazi plan 
Sion, however, at fee 
testimony. He said to 
Army officers, indu 
self, hailed Hitler’s 
because they knew i 
“greater role for the i 
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Gun-Lobby Republicans 


Help Out the Wackos 


Ry Thomas L Friedman 
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govermnem’s ability to fight ter- 

^"^<1 teastoHfc5.gr 
T *** <*% tiring cettine 
*mked is the bill itself 8 fi g 
** a shameful tele — one 
suggestethat the soul of the 
Republican Party, at least in the 
Hous e of Representatives, has 
«*n taken over by lawmakers 
who despise their own govern- 
ment much more than they fear 
any Foreign terrorists. 

Yes, it’s true that the bBL the 

Comprehensive Anti-Terrorism 

Act, was also ha mpered by ob- 
jections over privacy issues from 
the American Civil liberties Uni- 
on. But the teal work of getting 
this bill was done by the National 
Rifle Association and the gun 
lobby, which ordered the fresh- 
men Republicans to jump — and 


atives asked was “How high?” 

Indeed, an NRA vice president 
^ boasted that his organization's 
success in diluting the anti-ter- 
rorism bill — which would have 
made it harder for terrorists to 
raise money, bay weapons and 
organize in the United Stares — - 
“was as slick a piece of soph- 
isticated lobbying as you're ever 
going to see.” 

What is most troubling about 
the NRA’s success is that the gun 
lobby was not defending the 
rights of duck hunters or scared 
homeowners who want to keep a 
pistol in the drawer. They were 
defending the wacko anti-gov- 
ernment militias, who love to har- 
ass the U.S. government. These 
m i l itias are the only domestic or- 
ganizations whose military activ- 
ities might have been marginally 
constricted by this legislation. So 
House Republicans can rest easy. 
America is safe for the next 
bomber. 

For instance, the early, versions 
of the legislation, initiated by Rep- 
resentative Charles EL S cfaumcr , 
Democrat of New Yak, called for 
a ban on the manufacture and safe 
of any bullets that can pierce po- 
lice bulletproof vests. 


“study” of whether such bullets 
should be outlawed. 

Tile original bill forbade fund- 
raising for, or providing material 
support to, “terrorist organiza- 
tions” abroad. Right now that is 
not a crime; an American can 
mail a check to Abu Nidal. The 
NRA Republicans got feat re- 
striction tossed out because it 
might expand the power of fed- 
eral law enforcement officials. 

. Tbc original bill included a 
Study of hew to tag explosives for 
detection, so the police could 
trace bombs back to the supplier. 
The NRA Republicans gutted 
that provision by excluding from 
the study the most common ex- 
plosive in homemade bombs, 
black powder, (Militias don't like 
traceable explosives.) 

Among those lobbying with me 
NRA was Larry Pratt, director of 
the Gun Owners of America, who 
was bounced from Pat Buchanan's 
presidential campaign after dis- 
closures that he bad spoken at ral- 
lies held by white supremacist and 
mDitifl movements. 

Mr. S cfaunacr noted: “Utis is 
the first time in a substantive de- 
bate in die U.5. Congress t ha t the 
paranoid anti -government view 
was not just expressed, but pre- 
vailed and shaped le gislation Tire 
idea that Larry. Pratt, a man so 
widely discredited that Pat 
Buchanan had to remove hfei from 
Ms campaign, can CODtXOl the 
a g enda on something as important 
as fighting terrorism is fiigbten- 


Calling All ‘Victims 9 : 
Hey, Join the Crowd 

By Geneva Overholser 


W ASHINGTON — Boy. are 
folks feeling raw these 


tV folks feeling raw these 
days. 

Please understand: I know 
there's injustice. I’m a child of the 
'60s. I’ve been a feminist in ihe 
world of newspapering, a girl from 


MEANWHILE 


Bi IVHEHi) VKBrrZrtHat? |Yim&ii. CiV SuxCcto- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Making a Case 
For Gay Marriage 


lice chiefs passed, but tire NRA 
then instructed House Republic- 
ans to pass a provision t™r con- 
vened the ban into a mere 


Hemy Hyde, an Illinois Repub- 
lican who co-sponsored tire legis- 
lation, bravely declared from the 
House floor as the Mil was being 
strip-mined: “It was land of a sad 
day for me. I heardadear friend of 
mine, a great Republican, say: T 
trust Hamas more than I trust my 
own government’ What’s 
happened? Why is my govern- 
ment such a terrible thing?’* 
Where is tire Republican lead- 
ership to answer that question? 
Where is tire voice that will say, 
“Enough; we respect the right of 
Americans to bear arms, but we 
will not let the laws of this nation 
be written by people who believe 
that tire U.S. government is fun- 
damentally evil”? This is a sick- 
ness fee Republican leadership 
must confront. Where are you. 
Newt? Bob? Colin? 

• The New Tork Times. 


lisa Schiffiren's article 
“America Doesn't Need Gay 
Marriage*' (Meanwhile. March 
26) needs some enlightenment as 
it is steeped in fundamental dark- 
ness. 

If Ms. Schiffren is concerned 
about the durability of a gay mar- 
riage then she should consider 
that heterosexual marriages are 
experiencing great rates of sep- 
aration and divorce. A 50 percent 
divorce rate in the United States 
proves feat it takes more than be- 
ing straight to stay in a relation- 
ship. 

To refer to homosexual rela- 
tionship as a “weakened norm" 
is historically in error. Homo- 
sexuality has been a normal com- 
ponent of human behavior 
throughout recorded history. To 
deny its ancient heritage is to deny 
tire normal nature of human be- 
havior. 

RONALD WALKER. 

Madrid. 


also adoptive parents — straight 
or not — teachers and role models 
in every walk of life. 

Gay couples threaten nothing 
in seeking legal recognition of 
their deepest personal commit- 
ments except, of course, bigotry 
disguising itself as “principled” 
argumenL 

Some of the children we share 
responsibility for will turn out to 
be gay. That wDJ be a human 
question, not a political ooe. 

STEVEN BACH. 

Munich. 


Ms. Schiffren defines marriage 
wife children — childless couples 
need not apply — as "society's 
most fundamental institution,” 
but fee high moral ground of her 
“principled'* argument is bedrock 
political. She acknowledges this 
in calling the Hawaiian court's 
consideration of same-sex mar- 
riage “a serious, political error.” 

Ms. Schiffren’s call for 
“shared responsibility for the 
children’’ is an essential goal, not 
just for biological parents, but 


Children are a blessing, and 
Ms. Schiffren’s view of tire world 
not only implies that they are a 
burden, but also discounts the 
possibility of a lasting, loving 
marriage in which there are no 
children, either by choice, by mis- 
fortune, or by fee children's grow- 
ing up and leaving home. I might 
suggest that this traditionalist im- 
age of children as the glue that 
holds together a marriage is a 
primary source of disillusion and 
divorce, because partners fail to 
realize that tbeir love for each 
other must come first 
Homosexuals are no more 
likely than heterosexuals to fail 
their marriages and their children, 
whether from previous “tradi- 
tional’’ marriages or from adop- 
tion. Perhaps greater attention to 
nurturing fee love between the 
people fear forms the basis of a 
good marriage — rather than to 
the genders of fee marriage part- 
ners — would yield healthier mar- 
riages and healthier children. 

MARTHA G. PERRY. 

Munster, Germany. 


Ms. Schiffren warns that “so- 
ciety” is “not likely to respond 
gently” to court-ordered legitim- 
acy for homosexual marriages. 
Much of society also protested 
desegregation, but few people 
today would protest a court move 
feat precipitated necessary 
change much faster than anything 
fear could have been expected 
from Congress. 

But more important: Why 
should it bother society if homo- 
sexuals marry? Legitimizing gay 
marriages does not constitute a 
statement about heterosexual 
marriage any more than homo- 
sexuals' right to vote comprom- 
ises heterosexuals* voting. If two 
men or two women want to marry, 
that’s their business and no one 
else's — it simply doesn’t pertain 
to anybody else. 

DAN MUFSON. 

Berlin. 


Ms. Schiffren points out that 
marriage has “an aspect of holi- 
ness” and that Judeo-Christian 
tradition does not allow for ho- 
mosexual unions. But it is not fee 
church that the gay community is 
petitioning for recognition of gay 
marriage, it is the state — which 
offers tax benefits, inheritance 
rights and employee benefits to 
married couples. 

Or does Ms. Schiffren want to 
do away wife fee separation of 
church and state and impose feat 
“aspect of holiness” on a civil 
institution? 

LISA GALLO. 

Lisbon. 


a southern town who went north to 
college, an Iowan who moved to 
Manhattan. And, no. I would nev- 
er claim feat any of feat lets me 
know what it's like to be black. 
Jewish, gay, Hispanic, disabled. 

My blood boils when someone 
who’s never suffered a slight 
worth a hill of beans says he's 
sick and tired of such-and-such- 
a- group whining. 1 think anyone 
who's blind to the many ways 
newspapers foster stereotyped 
thinking needs his head ex- 
amined. And I know that even 
trying to write on this subject is 
like yelling: “Now throw things 
at me!” 

Still. Nine months into my ten- 
ure as the Washington Post om- 
budsman, there is one thing I 
know and must say: 

Victimization has run amok! 

Jews are sure that ihe news- 
paper has it out for them. Catholics 
know dial h's out for them. 

Mention a piece feat did seem 
to veer into anti-Semitism; callers 
will tell you it’s only too pre- 
dictable feat you'd care about that 
and fail to see slights against wo- 
men. And. in the current grand 
culmination, there is nobody who 
feels more pitiably misunder- 
stood than those who had fee bad 
luck to be bom white and male 
today (instead of yesterday, when 
they held sway and all those other 
folks didn't bellyache about it). 

Readers are constantly saying: 
“If you just substitute X for Y, 
you’ll see that this is totally un- 
acceptable.” In other words, had 
we let someone say about blacks 
what we let them say about Jews, 
we’d have been pilloried. Or. if 
we had said about blacks what we 
let someone say about whites, 
we’d be pilloried. 

The variations are endless. I got 
a letter from a resident of West 
Virginia who noted Post refer- 
ences to people in that state as 
hicks, illiterates and buck-toothed 
rubes (and added that we’d never 
include such language about 
blacks). 


As I was taking in the harsh- 
ness of the insults, 1 opened a 
letter from the office of fee gov- 
ernor of Montana. “Have you 
seen the kind of people who live 
in Montana? Montanans make 
West Virginians look like it’s 
opening night at Lincoln Cen- 
ter,” fee letter correctly quoted 
The Post as saying. All I could 
think was feat my best recourse 
would be to put fee people of 
West Virginia in touch wife fee 
people of Montana so they could 
help one another through this. 

I don’t mean there isn’t 
something here. We need to think 
about the impact of our language. 
But heavens! 

We also need a sense of humor, 
a recollection fear there are valid 
views other than our own. We 
need to begin wife a presumption 
that others can be reasoned wife. 

But we’re too busy being of- 
fended. I had a complaint from a 
crossword-puzzle lover who was 
furious because fee clue given for 
fee word “ghetto” was "minor- 


People have to get a 
sense of humor . 


ity area." “I was deeply offended 
by that,” said fee caller. But 
that’s what ghetto means. 

There is no question feat news- 
papers have failed to reflect ac- 
curately the lives of Americans 
other than those in fee main- 
stream, fee majority, those in 
power. To complete the picture, 
we must listen to those who see 
fee omissions. It's my job to do 
feat, and the vast majority of fee 
conversations are rewarding and 
enlightening. 

Surely, however, we must 
bring some common sense — 
some sense of common humanity 
— to bear on this great spreading 
mass of victimization. 

But just a minute now. You 
over there, fee one feeling so 
smug about how at Iasi all these 
special-interest groups are get- 


S their comeuppance? Truth to 
it’s easy to see how those 


tell, it’s easy to see how those 
folks grow humorless and prone 
to harangues, when (hey find it so 
hard to make themselves hearcL 
And anyway — didn’t you say 
you were from Minnesota? 

The Washington Post. 
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HEALTH /SCIENCE 

Suicide Ruling Comforts Doctors Treating Terminally 111 Patients ' 


wW £ 


By Esther B. Fein 

New York Tunes Service 


EW YORK — When 
Howard Grossman was a 
medical student and a young 
doctor, nobody ever talked 
openly about how when they were 
asked, doctors sometimes helped their 
terminally ill patients to die. 

Yet, he said, somehow he knew that 
this was done. 

“Nothing was ever spoken, nothing 
was ever said, but it was conveyed.” 
said Dr. Grossman, one of three phys- 
icians who joined three patients in the 
1994 lawsuit asking that the courts 


strike down a New York state law pro- 
hibiting doctors from helping dying pa- 
tients commit suicide. 

Tuesday's de c i s ion by the U-S. Court 
of Appeals striking down die law. Dr. 
Grossman said, liberated “the vast un- 
derground of doctors” who have helped 
terminally ill people end their lives. 

“Doctors have been doing this, but 
they have been isolated, alone and ter- 
rified, afraid to reveal their secret even 
to the person they sleep next to every 
night.” be said. 

Even with Tuesday’s victory, it was 
difficult for the doctors who had 
brought the lawsuit to shed die euphem- 
isms they had used for years to cloak 


their efforts at assisting terminally ill 
patients who wanted to die. 

“1 am one of many doctors who have 


been practicing quietly, doing our own 
thing out of the limelight, ,r said Dr. 


thing oui of die limelight, said Dr. 
Samuel C. Klagsbrun. a Manhattan psy- 
chiatrist who was a plaintiff in the case. 
“I’ve been treating people, taking care 

medical P w^ n SoTO n have lived. Some 
have died.” 

Dr. Klagsbrun said he joined the law- 
suit despite bis own fears because he 
saw medical decisions spiraling out of 
the hands of doctors and into the grip of 
technology, and hospital lawyers prac- 
ticing defensively. 


“As medicine has gotten so soph- 
isticated, and our ability to keep people 
alive is practically magical, our ethical 
and philosophical discussions have not 
kept pace,” ne said. “We slip into doing 
things because we can and because 
some lawyer says that if we don’t, even 
if the patient so chooses, we can be held 
liable.'* 

Dr. Timothy Quill, who also joined 
die lawsuit, once before stepped out of 
“the underground” to miir about what 
doctors call medicine’s biggest secret 

In a letter in 1991 to The New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine, Dr. Quill ad- 
mitted that be had prescribed a lethal 
dose of barbiturates to a patient dying of 


cancer, b» n w ing thar she intended to 
commit suicide. She died three months 
later, and the admission prompted eth- 
ical and legal investigations, although 
ultimately, he was never charged 

Breaking the code of silence once. 
Dr. Quill sa id, him realize how 
widespread the practice of doctor-as- 
sisted suicide actually was, and how 
equally far-reaching were the con- 
sequences of silencing debate on die 
subject. 

“I never spoke in euphemisms with 


I think it’s dangerous, but many doctors 
felt they had no other option,” said Dr. 

QuiIl, who said he had become a kind of 


confidant for doctors who needed to talk 

to someone else about helping their pa- 
tients to (fie. “This ruling allows for a 
whole new dialogue to begin bet ween 
doctors and other doctors, and doctors 
and pa tients .” 

Even more than relieving doctors of 
the fear that what they saw as acts of 
mercy might be seen by prosecutors as 
crimes. Dr. Grossman said that Tues- 
day’s decision liberated terminally ill 
people from the fear that they would be 
forced to endure prolonged, painful 
deaths. 

“What people havehad to go through 

to ask for help to end their own misery is 
unfathomable,” said Dr. Grossman. 



iNrt 




Digital 

Archaeology 

Using infrared 
imaging and 
computer 
technology, 
scientists are 
reading faint or 
even missing 
letters in the Dead 
Sea Scrolls and 
figuring out where 
fragments fit. At 
right, the result of 
digital grafting of 
the fragments 
below, adding 
missing letters in 
the scribe's 
handwriting. 
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, A Computer Jigsaw Puzzle 


By John Noble Wilford 

New York Tima Service 
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Brae and Keuaah Zuckerrasn. Marilyn Luaaerg. West Semitic Resaarefc yvYrt' • 


A damaged 
fragment from the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 
photographed in 
infrared light, to 
bring out faint 
letters; the text 
appears to come 
from the Book of 
Daniel. 


At right, a separate 
fragment from a 
scroll of the Book 
of Daniel, seen in a 
1949 photograph 
taken soon after 
the scrolls came to 
light. It awaits a 
digital jigsaw 
puzzle piece aiong 
its left border. 
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John C. TreveT 


EW YORK — In the 
hands of technologic- 
ally inclined scholars, 
the story in the Bode of 
Daniel about Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego reads the same as 
ever. These friends of the prophet 
Daniel still defy the Babylonian 
king Nebuchadnezzar's order to 
worship a golden idoL They are 
cast into the fiery furnace, and God 
saves them without so modi as a 
singed hair. 

But die scholars have made a 
discovery that should advance the 
restoration and deciphering of an- 
cient texts, in this case some of the 
famous Dead Sea Scrolls. They 
demonstrated a way of electron- 
ically rejoining and reading tiny, 
fragile fragments of die scrolls 
without die risk of damage from 
touching them. Some of the scraps 
are so washed out that they were 
not even known before to bear any 
inscriptions. 

The new technique is like work- 
ing a jigsaw puzzle by computer, 
with the added ability to make re- 
vealing improvements on the in- 
dividual pieces. By analyzing the 
Aramaic script from the larger doc- 
ument, the researchers were also 
able to reproduce missing pieces of 
letters on the fragments. For ex- 
ample, they might recognize half of 
a letter and reconstruct the rest of it, 
in a scribe’s own peculiar style, by 
studying s imilar letters elsewhere 
in a text. 

In this first test, the researchers 
thus identified the word “king” 
and the names “Shadrach” and 


“M eshach ” and could place diem 
in the context of die rest of die 
familiar biblical story. 

With this technique, now exper- 
imental but already being applied 
with success to other problem texts. 
Dr. Bruce Zuckerman, a scholar in 
Semitic languages at die University 
of Southern California School of 
Religion in Los Angeles, said: 
“You don’t have to touch die real 
fragments. All you have to do is 
move their electronic images. And 
we can rebuild a document in die 
scribe’s own handwriting.” 

Dr. Zuckerman and other schol- 
ars said the new digital imaging 
technology had enormous implic- 
ations for research in all fields 

dealing in ar chai c writings (Hi 

jaded parchment, stone mono- 
meats and clay tablets. Not rally 
does it enable researchers to re- 
construct ancient documents from 
fragments, but it also gives diem a 
new way of preserving the contents 
of documents in digital form and 
retrieving them quickly for furth er 
analysis, la fact, the technology 


aerial and space reconnaissance. 

In die case of die Daniel frag- 
ments. which had turned brown to 
black with age, die infrared pfao- * 
tography revealed that two of the 
three pieces of animal skin had 
writing on diem- , 

Then Dr. Znckennan and Dr. • -< 
Ltmdbeig took what they describe# / 
as the next logical step in the ap- ^ 
plication of advanced technology 
to such research. They wanted to 
figure out where in me scroll the **; 
fragments belonged. So they ? 
scanned die photographs to convert 
them to digital form. If they had had 
to fit the pieces into their proper '* 
places working in & darkroom with ^ 
photographs, ft might have taken " > 

the researchers weeks to wozk their V, 

puzzle, and there “would have 
been a significant error factor,” Dr. r 
Zuckerman said. — 






gives researchers the ability to join 
and clearly read fragments of doc- 


and clearly read fragments of doc- 
uments that might be physically 
scattered in libraries around die 
world. 

“This is die wave of the future 
for the study of ancient docu- 
ments," Dr. Zuckerman said. - 

Dr. Zuc kerman and Dr.- Marilyn 
Lundberg, a Hebrew Bible special- 
ist, began to experiment with die 
technique a year ago. 

The first step in the scholars’ 
work involved taking pictures of 
the fragments with cameras sens- 
itive to infrared light, a technique 
developed in die Cold War for 


UT with pictures of the 
fragments in digital 
form, the researchers 
could easily manipulate 
diem on computer screens. They 
could magnify letters, change per- 
spective and use “electronic scis- 
sors” to cut oat die image of the 
small fragment and float it right 
next to images of die larger doc- 
ument Often half of a letter on the 

eThalfon the lareer^kxument, and 
then they knew they had a fit. 

“Not only have we reunited this 
fr agment with its numnw-r ipi',” the 
two researchers wrote, “but we 
have been able to use modem in- 
frared and electronic imaging tech- 
niques to read it and place it in its 
proper place in the manuscript far 
die first time.” „ 
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Old Bones Are No Barometer How Marine Species Go Missing 


By Gina Kolata 

New York Times Service 


EW YORK — O-fc. Maybe 
sugar does not make chil- 
dren hyperactive. Maybe 
getting cold and damp does 
not predispose people to catch a cold. 
Maybe there is even no such thing as the 
“hot hand” in basketball. 

Bat surely people with arthritis suffer 
more when the weather changes. Surely 
all those tales of old people who can feel 
a storm coming in their bones cannot be 
wrong? 

Dr. Amos Tversky, a Stanford Uni- 
versity psychologist (and the man who 
found a decad e ago that die “hot hand,” 
the notion that basketball players on a 
shooting streak were actually beating the 
laws of probability, was a myth), begs to 
differ. He has done a new study and 
reports that arthritis pain may have noth- 
ing to do with barometric pressure or 
dampness or humidity. 

Instead, he said, patients' enduring 
belief that their arthritis pain is related to 
the weather is caused by an innate human 
tendency to find patterns whether they 
are there or not 


It's what I do for a living: debugging 
ian intuition," Dr. Tversky said. “If 


human intuition,” Dr. Tversky said, “jf 
you look at people as intuitive scientists. 


you find that we are very good at pattern 
generation, we are very good at gen- 
erating hypotheses. It’s just that we are not 
very good at all at testing hypotheses.” 

It is easy for humans to guess that an 
association exists. But testing and, if nec- 
essary, rejecting such associations tends 
to go against all our intuitions, he ex- 
plained. 

The conviction that joint pain ebbs and 
flows with die weather dates to Hip- 
pocrates in 400 B.C., Dr. Tversky said. 
But the medical literature on arthritis pain 
and weather is conflicting and confused, 
the researchers found. Studies that ob- 
jectively measured inflammation found 
no associations with weather patterns. 

Studies that used subjective measures 
of pain sometimes found associations 
and sometimes did not. Some invest- 
igators found that piain increased when 
barometric pressure increased, but others 
found that pain decreased when baro- 
meter readings rose. 

Some found that pain occurred only 
when both barometric pressure and hu- 
midity changed, but others found no such 
correlation. Some studies found that 
weather affected arthritis pain immedi- 
ately, but others said it took a few days for 
die effects of weather to show up. 

So Dr. Tversky and a colleague. Dr. 
Donald A. Redelmeier, an internist at the 


University of Toronto, conducted then- 
own study. 

They recruited 18 patients with arth- 
ritis and followed them for 15 months, 
assessing pain as reported by the patients: 
joint tenderness, as determined by a doc- 
tor. and the patients’ functional status, the 
ability to get along in daily life, as meas- 
ured by a standard test They also ob- 
tained weather reports on temperature, 
barometric pressure and humidity. 

All but one of foe patients were con- 
vinced that their arthritis pain varied with 
foe weather and all but two said that it 
was a powerful effect, occurring within a 
day of a weather change and that the 
relevant variables were barometric pres- 
sure. temperature or humidity. 

But the researchers found no correl- 
ation between foe patients' symptoms 
and foe weather, no matter what aspect of 
weather they looked at They even con- 
sidered nine different time lags, from two 
days before to two days after a patient 
reported plain, but foe weather simply was 
not related to pain, they found. 

The best explanation. Dr. Tversky 
said, is that foe human brain is designed 
to look for patterns, even if patterns do 
noc exist “u your joints ache, you look 
for a reason.” he said. “If it's not rain, 
it's barometric pressure. If it’s not ba- 
rometric pressure, it’s humidity.” 
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By Gary Lee 

Washington Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — A few 
years ago, James 
Carlton, a marine bio- 
logist began to wonder 
what had become of the eelgrass 
limpet 

A tiny snail that once flourished 
along foe Atlantic Coast it had not been 
spotted for years. After considerable 
research. Dr. Carlton discovered the 
entire species had been wiped out in the 
early 1930s, wben a fungus destroyed 
its grass-like host plant. 

By no means foe only marine species 
to go missing in recent years, foe eel- 
grass limpet nonetheless raised a red 
flag among researchers specializing in 
marine systems. How had the disap- 
pearance of a species eluded them for 
six decades? What other species might 
have vanished from the sea un- 
noticed? 

To biologists, foe case of the eelgrass 
limpet reflects a long-standing lade of 
public — and scientific — awareness 
of foe overwhelming threats facing the 
fish, coral, mollusks, crustaceans, buds 
and other forms of marine life. While 


the majority of conservationists are fo- 
cusing an saving rain forests and other 
terrestrial ecosystems, marine special- 
ists regard the endangeiment of sea fife 
as a slowly simmering crisis. Covering 
71 percent of foe Earth’s surface, ocean 
ecosystems are as severely threatened 
by human activity as their terrestrial 
counterparts. 

Dozens of anecdotal cases, includ- 
ing many dose to home, dramatize foe 
pxtinL In die Chesapeake Bay, fish- 
ermen now harvest 1 percent of foe 


entist Fra* three days, foe scientists 
swapped stories about damage to mar- 
ine systems they had observed in foe far 
reaches of the globe. “Hearing so many 
examples,” said Jonathan GeBer, a spe- 
cialist in molecular marine ecology at 
foe University of North Carolina, 
“gave us all a . sense of urgency, ft 
seams that we’re at a juncture where the 
tide of declining populations could be 
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reversed. We’ll have to move quickly to 
achieve that goal but ft can be done.” 


oysters they pulled from foe waters a 
century ago. In the Caribbean, sea cor- 


centmy ago. fin tire Caribbean, sea cor- 
als have suffered a 90 percent reduction 
in the last 20 years, chiefly because of 
tourism and overfishing. Off Baja Cali- 
fornia. the population of vaqmta por- 
poises has fallen from foe thousands to 
the hundreds in a few decades. 

Two weeks ago. 16 prominent mar- 
ine specialists gathered here at a work- 
shop sponsored by the nonprofit Center 
for Marine Conservation. “The object 
was to devise ways to draw the same 
kind of attention to foe devastation of 
marine systems that we are now fo- 
cusing on foe destruction of rain forests 
and other terrestrial ecosystems.” said 
Elliott Norse, foe center's chief sri- 


O NE reason for the paucity of 
marine species designated 
extinct or endangered is foe 
difficulty of declaring with 
certainty that no example of a species 
exists anywhere in die vast oceans, said 
Dr. Cariton, director of maritime stud- 
ies at Williams College. 

“Specialists candle dozens of cases 
of marine life that have not been seen 
for decades, or even a century, but 
saying those species don’t exist any- 
more is a more dlfficult inatter,” he 
said. In 1991, two researchers declared 
a Panamanian fire coral extinct bat had 
to retract foe declaration a year later 
after several examples of the species 
were located. 
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THOMAS MANN: 

Eros and Literature 

By Anthony Heilbut. 
Illustrated. 636 pages. $40. 
Alfred A. Knopf. 

Reviewed by Christopher 
Lehmaxm-Haupt 


F OR generations, readers 
were taught that the ho- 


X were taught that the ho- 
moerotic passages in Thomas 
Mann's fiction were never to 
be taken literally. Aschen- 
bach's falling in love with 
Tadzio, the beautiful Polish 
boy. in “Death in Venice”? 
Merely symbolic of the fist- 
like Teutonic artist declining 
into Mediterranean disease 
and death. 

Hans Castorp’s crush on 
his schoolmate Pribislav 
Hippe. he of the Kirghiz eyes, 
in "The Magic Mountain”? 
A foretaste of his attraction to 
the careless East, as embod- 
ied at the Sanitarium Berghof 
by foe Russian Frau Clavdia 
Chauchat. 

But now along comes An- 
thony Heilbut in his aston- 
ishing extended essay, 
“Thomas Mann: Eros and 
Literature,” to tell us that 
‘ ‘virtually every detail in 
‘Death in Venice' was based 
on fact.” and that the char- 


acter of Hippe is based on 
Willri Timpe, one of an end- 
less series of erotic attractions 
that Mann experienced 
throughout his life. 

Indeed, Heilbut argues that 
everywhere in Mann's writ- 
ing such homoerotic incid- 
ents are hidden in plain sight, 
from Count Kai’s kissing the 
dying Hanno at the end of 
“Budden brooks,” to the 
wooing of Felix Krull by a 
middle-aged Scot. Nectar 
Lord Strathbogie, who looks 
and sounds exactly like 
Mann. “A little like Poe’s 
purloined letter.” Heilbut 
writes, “the evidence of 
Mann's tendencies was too 
visible to be spotted.” 

What else could have 
blinded all but the most 
knowing readers to such tend- 
encies? Heilbut cites Mann’s 
ironic style, for one tiling, his 
"suave and facile” prose that 
enabled him to “reveal a du- 
bious, pathetic character 
without undermining his nar- 
rative authority." 

That style extended to 
Mann’s bearing, which was 
decorous and public even 
when intimacy was called for. 
And of course Mann dis- 
guised himself as a Burger- 
Tich man of letters, complete 


WHAT THEY’RE READING 


• Alonso Gonzales, philo- 
sophy teacher at the Univer- 
sidadNacionaide Colombia in 
Bogoti, is reading Alex Call- ,7”' 
inicos’s ‘ 'Against Post-Mod- S'cd 
ernism: A Marxist Critique r U 
“Since we have not yet ...J* 
entered the post-capitalism 
era. we cannot talk about post- •/% 
modernism. We should work 
toward the construction of a 
better, more human world.” ' " 
f Joelle Velasquez. JHT) 
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with town and country dom- 
iciles. an upper-class wife and 
six gifted children. 

Then. too. Mann himself 
often protested, steering his 
readers toward symbolic in- 
terpretations of his work. His 
critics often went along, as 
did his translator into English. 
H.T. Lowe-Poner, who 
blushingly excised some of 
the more explicit passages. 
Finally, we lacked the per- 
spective on Mann's work re- 
vealed piecemeal by his 26- 
year diaries, which began to 
appear about 25 years after 
his death in 1955. 

Given the diaries and his 
command of German culture, 
Heilbut attempts to show how 


Manh's sexuality governed 
berth his writing and his life. 
“Mann’s career may be read 
as a tale of profound erotic 
disappointment, and its diver- 
sion into and projection onto 
tiie widest range of disparate 
subjects,” Heilbut writes. 
“But, conversely, it also kept 
him young, alert to each 
promesse de bonheur ” — 
promise of happiness — “a 
term he was still using in his 
70s." As he wrote of George 
Bernard Shaw. ‘Having never 
been young, he remained 
eternally youthful.' ” 

Even Mann’s political de- 
velopment had an “erotic 
basis,” in Heilbut’s view. 
“During his . nationalistic 


period, he shared foe common 
infatuation with glamorous 
male warriors,” he writes. 
Such a view of Mann is start- 
ling, to say foe least, more 
extreme than those of two 
other recent biographies, 
Donald Prater’s overdetailed 
“Thomas Mann: A Life,” 
and Ronald Hayman’s psy- 
choanalytical ly judgmental 
“Thomas Mann: A Bio- 
graphy.” It is also troubling. 

From Heilbut’s portrait 
me would guess that Mann’s 
life was miserable. Certainly 
his talented children seem to 
have paid for his conduct by 
living more or less unhappy 
lives. Yet Heilbut — who also 
wrote ‘‘Exiled in Paradise: 
German Refugee Artists and 
Intellectuals in America 
From the 1930s to the Pres- 
ent” — persuades us that 
Mann’s marriage was secure 
and happy, even though his 
wife was aware of his pre- 
dilections, and even after, as 
he confessed in his diary, he 
had failed her sexually. Al- 
most until his death at 80, he 
continued to relish writing, 
and to see it, as Heilbut im- 
> piles, as an act of erotic stim- 
ulation. 

In Heilbut’s portrayal. 
Mann remains oneot this cen- 


tury’s literary giants, em- 
bodying the best of his culture 
as few recent figures have 
done. He was also heroic in 
challenging the evils of Nazi 
Germany, willing to speak 
out when fellow writers like 
Joyce. Yeats, Gide and Musil 
chose to remain silent. 

While his literary stock in 
America and England may 
have fallen — because, Heil- 
but argues, he belongs to do 
school— his masterpieces re- 
main alive and relevant, par- 
ticularly “The Magic Moun- 
tain,” recently reissued in a 
new translation by John E. 
Woods. As Heilbut con- 
cludes. Mann's diary revel- 
ations “enable us to see him 
more precisely as a great erot- 
ic wnter. a man whose lan- 
guage was saturated by his 
sexuality.” 

And apparently Mann did 
not remain entirely unful- 
filled outside of his imagin- 
ation. Heilbut suggests that 
on at least one or two oc- 
casions his homoerotic affairs 
were consummated. Mann, at 
any rate, pronounced himself 
satisfied with his life. 


By Alan Truscott 


B OB Goldman sat East, 
defending three nn. 


Christopher Lehmann- 
Haupt is on rhe staff of The 
New York Times. - 


.D defending three no- 
trump, in the diagramed A»a| 
His partner, Paul Soloway, 
led a. heart. When dummy 
played low he contributed the 
ten, forcing the ace. 

South played three rounds 
of spades. establishing 
dummy’s suit, and on winning 
with foe queen, West shifted 
to a di a mond . Dummy played 
foe nine, and this was foe mo- 
ment of truth for the defense. 
East now had two ways to 
establish his diamonds, but 
both would have been wrong. 

If he had played the ten. 
South would have won. 
crossed to the club king and 
played spades. East would 
have had to save two clubs, 
and South would have taken a 
club finesse. Then be would 
have played a diamond, and 
scored his club at the finish to 
make his game. 

Alternatively, East could 
lake the ace and Vang of dia- 
inonds. If he cashed the heart 
king and played foe diamond 
ten. South would again cross to 
foe club king and play spades, 
St iy ee 'zing East in . foe minor 
suits. And preserving the heart; 


king would not help East 
Goldman, found foe win- 
ning defense, which is far 
from obvious, looking at all 
fojur hands. He took the dia- 
mond king, cashed foe heart 
kmg, and led a low diam ond 
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to dummy’s queen. Now. foe 
play of the spades does not 
nun Ease he cannot be 
squeezed or endplayed. 

In foe replay. East played in 
three diamonds and failed by 
one trick. Goldman’s brilliant 
defense resulted in . a 4-imp 
profit for his team, which was 
in serious danger of losing 7. 


NORTH 
* J8743 
VJ7S4 
OQ9 
*KJ 


-• »* 

. * 

: vw 

" -•-*** 

r - »j» 

* <r. Mid. 

- -o- ’ 


. WEST 

♦qioe 
9 Q.9 862 
OS 

* 87«2 


. EAST CD) 
*92 
b K IQ 

O A K 108 4 2 
*Q 9 5 


} 'j, :v‘ : ^ um 1 

'*5>'Sn -’-A fc, 


SOUTH 
♦ AKS 
Q A3 
O J78S 
AAIQ43 


ft >. 


East and WcaL-oere v u l ne r o b te- 
Tbefabfcflng: 


Eat South West 
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EU to Investigate Pay-TV Pact AEG and Fokker 
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Bertelsmann-CLT Accord Expands Alliance 
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Bloomberg Business News 
LONDON — Antitrust author- 
ities said they will investigate a 
planned digital pay-TV alliance be- 
tween Bertelsmann AG and CLT of 
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nerships changed the European pay- 
TV landscape overnight. 

Alliances in European media be- 
tween old foes and newcomers, 
which analysts said may be de- 
signed to protect home markets 
rather than to develop cross-border 
links, are reaching fever pitch as 
partners shift allegiances from 
month to month. 

The German Federal Cartel Of- 


fice said it is likely to refer the 
merger announced last night be- 
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merger announced last night be- 
tween Bertelsmann and CLT, which 
Stands for Compagnie Luxembour- 
geoise Pour la Tdlddiffusion S A. to 
the European Commission. 

The commission independently 
said it wanted to scrutinize the al- 
liance, which will come under the 
umbrella of a partnership an- 
nounced last month among 
Europe’s biggest pay-TV operators. 
Canal Plus SA and British Sky 
Broadcasting Group PLC, with Ber- 
telsmann and Havas SA. 

Investors sent shares in the com- 
panies soaring. 

Shares in Audiofma, which owns 
97 percent of CLT, rocketed 145 
francs, to 1.545 francs. Canal Plus 
shares rose nearly 4 percent, to 
1,196 francs, as the CLT-Bertels- 
mann alliance reduced the possib- 


ility of Canal Plus and CLT battling 
for the German and French digital 
pay-TV market. 

“In the digital TV era, there is a 
need to work with national part- 
ners,” Paul McGee, director of 
business development at NBC Su- 
per Channel. 

Digital-TV technology is expected 
to drive an explosion of pay channels 
because digital satellites can cany as 
many as 16 channels per satellite 
transponder, compared with one per 
transponder for analog services. 

The new channels are just around 
the comer. Canal Pius plans to 
launch a package of digital TV 
channels April 27. Others, including 
NBC Super Channel, a unit of Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. of the 
United States, are launching digital 
TV channels in Europe. 

Media companies are forming al- 
liances to share the cost of devel- 
oping and deploying digital net- 
works and consumer equipment to 
receive digital TV signals. Equally, 
analysts said, they are forming them 
as a way of protecting their existing 
positions in the marker. 

Referring to BSkyB, Canal Plus, 
Havas and Bertelsmann, Andrea 
Kirkby , an analyst at Dai wa Research 
Institute, said the alliance "secures 
their positions in the UJC, France, 
Germany and Spain, where Canal 
Phis already sells TV services.” 

Non-European companies, in- 
cluding Tele-Communications Inc. 
of Englewood, Colorado, and Walt 


Disney Co. also have established 
positions in European satellite and 
cable services and may become pan 
of bigger digital -TV allian ces. 

However, the European Commis- 
sion is particularly concerned about 
the concentration of power in the 
media in the hands of a few, said 
Mathew Levin, a competition law- 
yer with Lovell White & Durrani in 
Brussels. 

The European Commission has 
blocked three European merger pro- 
posals since 1990. all in the mwiia 
industry. One was a group com- 
prising CLT, Eudemol Entertain- 
ment BV and VNU NV. a Dutch 
publisher, which tbe commission 
judged to be too dominant in ad- 


Saddle Daimler 
With Record Loss 


vertistng and program supply in tbe 
Netherlands. The second was a mer- 


Nether lands. The second was a mer- 
ger between Deutsche Telekom AG, 
Kirch Group and Bertelsmann to 
offer cable TV services in Germany. 
Tbe third was an aborted Nordic 
Satellite Systems alliance. 

All European mergers that ex- 
ceed sales of 250 million European 
currency units (S320 million) in 
Europe must be investigated under 
EU rules. 

“We're going to see a step-up in 
alliances and musical chairs gen- 
erally in this area this year,” said 
Dermis Extern, media and telecom- 
munications analyst at Nikko 
Europe PLC. "Exploiting the di- 
gital-broadcasting era will contrib- 
ute to the next earnings growth cycle 
for media companies.” 
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CmpBed ty Our Suff From Dbpnwha 

BELONG — PanAmSat Corp^ 
the U.S.-based satellite operator, 
has signed an agreement with China 
Central Television to cany six chan- 
nels of programming from the 
Chinese broadcaster, company 
spokesmen said Wednesday. 

The .10-year contract, signed in 
Beijing on Wednesday evening, is 
worth "tens of millions of dollars” 

aai<4Fr r»rfTj«nftfri «n l «fM»prg!ci <ienfand 

chief executive officer of PanAmSat. 
"It’s on commercial tenns,” he said 
after the signing ceremony. 


China Central Television is the 
country’s main television broad- 
caster. Tbe arrangement will boring 
its broadcasts to Europe, the Middle 
East and Africa, an official of the 
state company said. 

Previously, CCTV broadcasts 
covered Asia and North America. 

"We plan a substantial expansion 
of our service and we are very ex- 
cited about adding some five new 
channels to our international ser- 
vice," said Yang Wdguang, deputy 
minister of die Ministry of Radio, 
Film and Television. A music chan- 


nel start on July 1 and an English- 
language channel on Oct 1. 

The digitally compressed signal, 
carried on four PanAmSat satellites, 
will not be encoded. PanAmSat has 
carried CCTV’s Cbinese-language 
channel since December 1994. 

State-owned CCTV operates 
eight channels in China. The 
primary target of its international 
service is Chinese abroad. Ir also has 
been seeking an international audi- 
ence both to attract advertising rev- 
enue and to project Beijing's 
views. (Reuters. Bloomberg) 


Ct+Mtel Out SuffFtvm Diqxadtrs 

STUTTGART — Daimler-Benz 
AG said Wednesday that special 
charges for Fokker NV and AEG AG 
resulted in a 1995 deficit of 5.7 bil- 
lion Deutsche marks ($3.84 billion), 
the largest loss in German history. 

Even so. Daimler said it was 
' ‘ confident’ * of a return to profit this 
year after writing off its main money 
losers on last year's books. 

Although die loss at Germany's 
largest company was not as bad as 
the 6 billion DM forecast by 
Daimler in January, the improve- 
ment was not enough to warrant a 
dividend payment for 1995, the 
company said. This will be the first 
year in Daimler's postwar history 
that a dividend is omitted. 

The 1995 loss came mostly from 
5.1 billion DM worth of one-time 
charges to cover the bankruptcy of 
Fokker, tbe closure of AEG and 
other reorganization measures ini- 
tiated by Chief Executive Jurgen 
Schrempp after he took office last 
May. A spokesman said Fokker and 
AEG would account for 3.9 billion 
DM of the total. 

Daimler reported an operating 
loss for 1995 of 1.1 billion DM. 
compared with a profit of 2.7 billion 
DM a year earlier, but said operating 
results were improving in tbe 
second half because of currency 
market factors. 

Daimler said thar its core busi- 
nesses. the car-and-truck-maker 
Mercedes-Benz AG and tire financ- 
ial-and-computer-services unit 
Daimler-Benz Imerservices, were 
successful during 1995, but it did 
not provide details. Together, the 
two units account for 80 percent of 
Daimler's revenue. 

Daimler shares closed 5.60 DM 
lower, at 794.60 DM, on die Frank- 
furt exchange. 

"They are on the right course to 
reduce tbe loss, but that doesn't 
show much," said Jurgen Giese, an 
analyst who follows Daimler for 
Georg Hauck & Sohn Bankiers. 
"What’s missing is the vision, the 
long-term strategy. Selling off the 


major loss-making units isn't much 
of a strategy." 

“They have a mess, and they 
seem to be finally owning up to it.' ' 
said John Abbink, the chief invest- 
ment officer for Deutsche Bank 
Trust Co. in New York. 

The 1995 loss follows a 1994 net 
profit of 895 million DM. Another 
profit had been promised for 1995 
but in June the company suddenly 
announced there would be a 
“severe” loss because of the 
strength of the mark. 


Diamond Fields 
Accepts Inco 9 s Bid 


Camptlfd trr Our Staff From Dispatrkn 

TORONTO — Inco Ltd. won a 
crucial battle on Wednesday in its 
high-stakes bidding war for control 
of one of the richest nickel dis- 
coveries in history’. 

Diamond Fields Resources, 
which made the Voisey’s Bay dis- 
covery on the Labrador coast in 
1994, announced it had tentatively 
accepted a 4.6 billion Canadian dol- 
lar (S3 .4 billion'} takeover offer 
from Inco. It rejected a revised bid 
submitted on Tuesday night by 
Inco’s rival, Falconbridge Ltd. 

Falconbridge, a mining-and-mm- 
eral processing company, had in- 
creased the value of its bid to about 
4.3 billion dollars and offered Inco 
an increased slice of the Voisey’s 
Bay find, Inco already owns 25 per- 
cent of Voisey’s Bay and has a direct 
7 percent stake in Diamond Fields. 

Diamond Fields said its board 
found the Inco offer ‘ ‘superior to the 
revised Falconbridge offer, and ac- 
cordingly resolved not to accept the 
latter.” 

Inco said the deal would increase 
its stake in the Voisey’s Bay nickel- 
copper-cobalt deposit to 75 percent. 
It also lets Inco cancel the S387 
million preferred shares it issued 
June 1995 to acquire its inital 
stake. (AP. Reuters) 
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By Paul Burnham Finney 

New York Tima Service 


Earlier this year, John Hyden, 41, a 
British executive visiting Sl Peters- 
burg, was having a cup of coffee in the 
Vienna Cafe of the five-star Nevsky 
Palace hotel — surely a safe place in 
tbe new and ramily Russia. Suddenly a 
gunman burst in and sprayed the room 
witfr an AK-47, killing Mr. Hyden 
akmg with the intended victim, a Rus- 
sian industrialist at a nearby table. 

The incident was no smprise to ex- 
ecutives who now have to visit an 
increasing number of unsafe areas as 
their companies seek business in the 
former Soviet bloc and the developing 
world. 

"If there’s a common thread, it's tbe 

increase in street crime, caused by poor 
peasants flooding tbe dties,” said E.C. 
(Mike) Ackerman, a former CIA agent 
and president of Ackerman Group, a 
Miami concern that tracks security 
conditions from Buenos Aires .to 
Bangkok for some 75 of the top 100 
Fortune companies. "Downtown 
Lima, - for example, is a war zone.” 

Heavily staffed with former CIA 
agents, the Ackerman Group goes well 
beyond advising executives to pho- 
tocopy their passports, wear blue jeans, 
leave corporate names off bag tap, 
never take gypsy cabs, keep valuables 
in money belts or ankle pouches and 
move around, wherever possible, m 
unm arked corporate cars or heli- 
copters. 


The company also provides a risk 
forecast service, makes travel arrange- 
ments witb an eye to security and helps 
negotiate the release of abducted ex- 
ecutives. 

“Take kidnapping for ransom — it’s 
a serious pro Wan in Brazil. Colombia, 
Guatemala and Mexico," Mr. Ack- 
erman said, emphasizing, however, 
that tourists were seldom targets. In the 


c In Latin America, hire 
someone trained in 
defensive driving — and 
not just a thug with a 
lump under his arm. 9 


past 60 days, five foreign businessmen, 
one of them American, working for 
multinational companies in. Colombia 
have been abducted. 

In case after case, Ackerman Group 
works closely with Chubb Group of 
Insurance Cos., which provides clients 
with kidnapping coverage. 

“You have to be as anonymous as 
possible in high-risk, areas.” Mr. Ack- 
erman said. ’’That’s rule No. I. Don’t 
list your company affiliation on the 
landing card. Don’t have a high-profile 
local, resident meet you at tbe airport 
Pass up a corporate rate at the hotel 
front desk to avoid letting on you’re an 
executive. Don’t cany an attach^ case 
— it’s a signal you've got money.” 


Is a cellular phone helpful? "If your 
car breaks down, yes.” he said. "But 
carrying one wily attracts attention. If 
it’s in your pocket, it’s one more thing 
to be stolen, and it doesn’t do much 
good if you’re accosted walking down 
a back street in a money-or-your-life 
situation.” 

Ticking off other recommendations, 
Mr. Ackerman said; "It can be risky to 
rent a self-drive car, now that car- 
jacking is sharply on the increase over- 
seas — for instance, around Johan- 
nesburg and Pretoria. For getting 
around certain rural areas in Latin 
America, hire someone trained in de- 
fensive driving — and not just a thug 
with a lump under his arm.” 

He continued: "In Bangkok, watch 
out for credit-card fraud — people rip- 
ping off extra copies — when you’re 
entertaining contacts in restaurants. 
Another point is that business women 
traveling around in Asia shouldn't get 
into a taxi if there’s another passenger. 
And don’t sit up front with the 
driver/’ 

One of the most dangerous places 
today is Russia, where a business trav- 
eler runs risks just getting from an 
airport into town. 

"Arrange for your hotel to pick you 
up,” Mr. Ackerman said. “If you’re 
taking an overnight train, don’t strike 
up chance friendships — you may get 
robbed or drugged. In Moscow and Sl 
P etersburg, you don’t want to go 
nightclubbing. They’re invariably 
mafia hangouts.” 


COnpBntfyOirSkfFramDupadia 

BOMBAY — Jandine Strategic 
Holdings Ltd. said Wednesday it would 
pay $35 million for a 20 percent stake in 
Tata Industries Ltd., giving it an indirect 
investment in some of India's fastest 
growing industries. 

Jardine Strategic is one of two core 
holding companies in the Hong Kong- 
based Jardine Group, which has in- 
terests in property development, engin- 
eering and retailing. 

Tata Industries is a privately owned 
investment business used by the Tata 


K erf companies to invest in India’s 
echnology industries, such as tele- 


communications, oil exploration, inform- 
ation technology and financial services. 

Racan Tata, chairman of Tata Indus- 
tries. said the alliance with Jardine 
would help enhance his group's ability 
to diversify. 

"We felt that it would be useful to 
have a strategic alliance with a reputed 
international group whose strengths and 
capabilities would be complementary to 
the Tata Industries," he said. 

Analysts said the move appeared to 
have been prompted by Tata’s need to 
raise funds for the massive projects on 
hand. Tata is currently involved in a 
major cellular telecommunications pro- 


ject, building an airport and setting up a 
technology park. But Tata said tins was 
not the driving force for the alliance. 
Jardine will bring "additional man- 


agement skills and expertise in a num- 
ber of areas in which Tata is involved,” 


ber of areas in which Tata is involved,” 
Mr. Tata said. Jardine said the share- 
holding would lead to other ventures 
with Tata in India. 

Tata estimates it will have spent 3 
total of 5 billion rupees ($147.36 mil- 
lion) on investment in new technology 
companies from 1983 to 1999. Tata has 
invested in several projects in collab- 
oration with international companies. 

( Bloomberg , Reuters, AFP ) 
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Goodbye Corner Office, Hello Virtual Suite 
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Reuters 

LONDON — Getty Comm uni ca- 
tions. which is controlled by the Getty 
family, said Wednesday it had bought 
the Hulton Deutseh collection, one of the 
world’s great photographic archives. 

The archive, known as the Hulton 
Collection until Brian Deutseh bought it 
from the BBC in 1988, contains more 
than 10 million pictures ranging from 
the 19th century to the present 

Getty Communications would not re- 
veal the price, citing a confidentiality 
agreement with Mr. Deutseh. 

Famous photos of the physicist Al- 
bert Einstein sticking his tongue out and 
of celebrations marking the end of 
World War Q by Alfred Eisenstadt are 
part of the collection. 


PARIS — Every morning. Flore 
Mill et-Cas sin, armed with her micro- 
chip-encapsulated identification card, 
checks into a small computer (hat looks 
like an automated banking machine. 

The ’Check-in-Station’ at Ander- 
sen Consulting here tells the manager 
where she will be working that day and 
updates her on events and meetings 
that have been scheduled. When she 
leaves tbe building or is in a meeting, 
the central computer will automatic- 


ally transfer calls and take messages. 

Welcome to the virtual office; it 
exists only when the employee needs 
it and is transformed into space for 
others when the worker is out. An- 
dersen Consulting, along with Digital 
Equipment Corp., Microsoft Corp^ 
International Business Machines 
Corp. and others, believes there is 
money to be saved and efficiency to be 
increased by eliminating individually 
assigned office space. 

Andersen’s new Paris offices, un- 
veiled in January, created work spaces 
available to employees through ad- 
vance reservation, eliminating the tra- 
ditional territorial element. David An- 


other famous photographers repres- 
sed include Man Ray, Bill Brandt, and 
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ented include Man Ray, Bill Brandt, and 
Robert Capa. 

The Hulton is rivaled only by the 
Bettman Archive in New York, a col- 
lection of 16.5 million photographs 
bought by Corbis Corp., a bolding com- 
pany of Bill Gates, for an undisclosed 
sum in late 1995. 

Tbe collection will be renamed ‘ The 
Hulton Getty Picture Collection,” and 
will be run as a division of Getty Com- 
munications. The company already 
owns Tony Stone images, a large stock- 
photography business. 

“We are committed to building a 
major international business as pro- 
viders of high- cjuajity visual content,” 
Getty Communications said. 

The collection, which recently began 
an on-line service for clients, is ex- 
pected to benefit from Getty Commu- 
nications* international network of of- 


era building. While Andersen has 
1.150 Paris-based employees, the 
new virtual offices can accommodate 
only 600 at any given time. The space 
is organized to provide small cubical- 
like working areas for each manager, 
conference areas and open offices for 
visiting managers. 

The change required all of Ander- 
sen’s managers to take the draconian 
step of destroying all but the most 
important documents — which 
amounted to about 1 50 tons of paper. 

Now, each Paris-based manager has 
a small filing cabinet with current files, 
which is moved into their reserved 
working space before they arrive. They 
each carry a portable computer, which 
connects to die company network from 
wherever they are working. 

Jean-Pierre Merrier, the director of 
communications for Andersen's Paris 


office, summed up the change as a 
move to a building structured for com- 


fices. The library has digitized more 
than 160,000 of its collection of 15 


&dngs Zurich and New Yoft 
md dosing prices New W»* 
Uuoej 
Source fiwftn 


million images, and is continuing to 
digitize at a rate of around 3,000 images 
a week. 


thar the system will save the Paris 
office about Sl million annually. 

“What we want to try to do is shift 
the emphasis from space costs to tech- 
nology and infrastructure," Mr. An- 
drews said. 

Andersen has assigned about 40 
full-time staff members to managing 
reservations and office space. Many 
of these logistics employees were 
new hires, but others were reassigned 
from other duties, so the overall num- 
ber of jobs has not changed. 

Tbe company spent about $4 mil- 
lion to renovate the 7,000-square- 
meter (22.967-square-foot) 1930s- 


move to a building structured for com- 
munication inside and out. ‘ Tt is a new 
vision of space and time,’’ he said. 

For Ms. Millet-Cassin. the change 
has proven to be positive. ‘The 
greatest advantage is that the virtual 
office environment permits a high 
level imemai communication." she 
said. “Mangers are working in close 
proximity and are able to commu- 
nicate with an ease that the traditional 
office environment was not neces- 
sarily adapted to.” 

But there are drawbacks. "It gets 
noisy and one must sometimes seek 
out closed office spaces for privacy,” 
she said. 

Mr. Andrews said the company 
realized that employees might have 
trouble giving up their personalized 
space. But he said the change was lead 
by management, which made the 
transition smooth. 

“What we are hoping to put across 
is that we have a more egalitarian 


See VIRTUAL, Page 15 
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IBM Is in Trouble in Argentina 

Indictment Says Fraud Won Major Contract 


Transportation Issues 
Lend Positive Tone 


By Gabriel Escobar 

Washington Post Service 
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Very briefly: 


Spending and Incomes Rebound 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. consumer spending and 
personal incomes rebounded strongly in February, the Com- 
merce Department said Wednesday, recovering from a stall in 
January, when snow and frigid cold kept shoppers away from 
malls and workers from factories. 

Spending rose 1.1 percent, after falling 0.4 percent in 
January. It was the steepest gain since a 1.7 percent surge in 
February 1994. 

Incomes grew 0.8 percent in February, compared with a 


BUENOS AIRES — Fortner top 
executives of IBM's subsidiary in 
Argentina and the entire board of 
directors of a big state-owned bank 
have been charged here with de- 
frauding the state. 

The charges center on allegations 
that the U.S.- based company made 
payoffs in connection with a $250 
million contract 

The conclusions of a judicial in- 
quiry, which were released Tues- 
day, represent a significant setback 
to International Business Machines 
Carp, in Argentina. 

A bit more than a year ago, the 
company won one of the most 
sought-after computer contracts in 
I>rin America. Now, its top ex- 
ecutives have been officially im- 
plicated in a complex and murky 
criminal investigation. 

From the outset the case has in- 
volved allegations of contract pay- 
offs, but the indictment charged 30 
people with intent to co mmit fraud. 

In a radio interview, the magis- 
trate who ran the investigation, Ad- 
olfo Bagnasco, said the scope of the 
fraud had not yet been established, 
but be indicated that evidence was 
still being accumulated. "This is 
the first sta^e.” he said. "This is 
not a resolution." 

The U.S. attorney for the South- 
ern District of New York and the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission also are investigating 
whether IBM Argentina or its par- 


ent company violated the federal 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, 
which bars U.S. corporations from 
paying bribes abroad. 

Since word of the investigation 
became public in July, IBM has 
acknowledged that its prescribed 
business practices were not fol- 
lowed by executives here, but both 
the parent company and its Latin 
American branch have steadfastly 
denied any wrongdoing. 

The corporate spokesman for 
IBM, Fred McNeese, declined to 
comment on the indictment, saying 
the company had not yet received a 

^hie allegations against IBM Ar- 
gentina concern a computer contract 
called Project Centenary, a mod- 
ernization plan for Banco Nacion, a 
large, government-owned commer- 
cial bank. Central to the inquiry is 
the whereabouts of millions of dol- 
lars paid by IBM to a subcontractor, 
CCR, which was to provide a 
backup computer system. 

Most of the S21 milli on paid to 
CCR has not been accounted for, 
and Argentine investigators believe 
the company may have been used as 
a conduit for payoffs. 

From $8 milli on to $9 million has 
been traced to a bank account in 
Switzerland, and Mr. Bagnasco, the 
magistrate, hinted that his invest- 
igators would soon learn who has 
access to the account 

One of those named in the in- 
dictment is Juan Carlos Cattaneo, a 
government insider and senior aide 
to Alberto Kohan. a member of 


President Carlos Menem's cabinet 
Mr. Cattaneo was forced to resign 
when the allegations surfaced. 

Mr. McNeese, the IBM spokes- 
man, said in February that neither 
IBM headquarters nor its .Latin 
America division "were aware of 
the details of the contract specific- 
ally that money was going to this 
subcontractor." 

By indicting the IBM executives 
in Argentina as well as the entire 
board of directors of the hank — 
including a framer president Aldo 
Dadooe — Mr. Bagnasco has sent a 
clear signal that he believes he has a 
powerful case for coaviction. 

Those cited in the indictments 
included IBM Argentina’s framer 
president Ricardo Martorana, who 
resigned when the allegations be- 
came public, and Gustavo Soriani, 
IBM’s chief of operations here, 
who was fired. 

Several employees at the Argen- 
tina branch of the accounting firm 
Deloitte & Touche also were 
charged, and so were the executives 
of several companies listed as con- 
sultants on the computer contract 

The indictments could mean the 
loss of foe $250 milli on contract, 
U.S. legal specialists said. 

While the outcomes of the U.S. 
attorney’s and SEC inquiries re- 
main to be seen, the U.S. specialists 
said foe number of cases brought 
under the Foreign Coinipt Practices 
Act was likely to soar as global 
business competition grew and gov- 
ernment-owned entities in countries 
around foe world went public. 


Camf^hdbyOurSoffPiumDapaKfiis 

NEW YORK — U-S. stocks rose 
on Wednesday, led by a surge in 
transportation stocks,, particularly 
in airlines. 

The 30-stock Dow Jones indus- 
trial average rebounded 15.13 
points, to a record 5,687.21. ac- 
cording to an early tally.. 

. Leading the advance, IBM pos- 
ted a strong gain for foe second 
consecutive day. 

Optimism that stocks would con- 
tinue to benefit from relatively low 
interest rates helped fuel the nse. 

This year, investors will "have 
an upward bias in earnings and a 
benevolent interest-rate environ- 
ment," said Robert G ill am, money 

manager 

The advance was tempered by 
warnings from several companies 
that recent profits did not live up to 
forecasts or that expectations for 
future growth were too high. 

Lehman Brothers said this week 
that IBM had shipped 80 percent 
more computing power in foe first 
quarter than it did in the same peri- 
od a year ago, enough to send 


warnings from Bridgeport Ma- 
chines, Gticom and Syste ms & 
Computer Technology cast a pall 
overmvestOTS’ expectations. 

• Transportation stocks gained. 
The Dow transport average was up 
13.62, at 2.184.97. Northwest Air- 
lines stock, rose after foe company 
said it would begin all-cargo 
freighter service to Japan’s Kansai 
International Airport in June. 


sj l >|iddl 


pm fits wul disappoint, Ericsson AB 
American depositary receipts 
plunged after foe Swedish tele- 
phone equipment maker bad neg- 
ative flow, hampering its 


US. STOCKS 


quarterly profits to $239 a share 
from $2.12 last year. 


>m $2.12 last year. 

Also contributing to foe Dow’s 


cigarettes, surged after Iaw- 


fbrcefully before a three-judge fed- 
eral appeals court panel that a class 
action on b ehalf of tens of millions 


barely discernible 0. 1 percent in January. The February growth 
was the lamest since January 1995, when it was 0.9 percent. 


was the largest since January 1995, when it was 0.9 percent 

• Mattel Inc. and Walt Disney Co. have reached a tentative 
three-year agreement to give Mattel worldwide rights to make 
toys based on Disney's future films and television programs. 


Japan Rate Talk Sends Yen Higher 


■ Amdahl Corp. said it was expanding its computer services 
group by buying Trecom Business Systems Inc. for $145 
million. 


• Ford Motor Co.’s U.S. truck sales in March set an industry 
record helping the automaker post an overall daily-sales gain 
of 2 percent over March 1995. 

• Argentina has agreed to eliminate a 3-percent tariff on 
Chilean goods, paving foe way for Buenos Aires to forge 
closer ties with the regional Mercosur trade bloc. 

• ITT Sheraton Corp. and Hilton Hotels Corp. are both 

involved in discussions with Bally Entertainment Corp. 
about a possible merger, according to sources close to the 
talks. None of the companies would comment on foe re- 
ports. AP. Bloomberg. NYT 


CaapdnltnOvr SkjffFromDtipacha 

NEW YORK — The dollar was 
mixed Wednesday, while the yen 
strengthened after foe Bank of Japan 
indicated that Japanese interest rates 
might rise, dealers and analysts said 
The dollar was at a 26-month high 
against the yen before Governor 
Yasuo Matsushita of foe central hank 
sparked anxiety . Seeking to explain a 
recent rise in the benchmark Jap- 
anese money-market rate, he said 
that it was “natural that interest rates 
rise when expectations for economic 
recovery are growing.” 


Rising rates would raise returns on 
yen-denominated deposits, making 
foe currency more attractive. 

The dollar finished at 106.975 yen, 
down from 107.605 yen Tuesday. 

“That was one nasty move 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


against foe yen," said David Becker, 
senior proprietary trader at Bank 
Austria. But noting how low interest 
rates are in Japan, he added “There’s 
oily one way to go and that’s up." 

“If you’re just a short-term spec- 


ulator and you get bullish news on a 
currency, you have to gravitate to 
that," said Jorge Nagel of Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell 

Henry Wilkes of Bank Julius 
Baer was Less sure. "People 
shouldn’t panic,” he said "The yen 
is going to weaken.” 

The dollar fell to 5.0525 French 
francs from 53079 francs, whole foe 
pound rose to $13255 from $13243. 

The dollar rose to 1.4855 
Deutsche marks, from 1.4835 DM, 
and to 1.1963 Swiss francs, from 
1.1955 francs. ( AFX. Bloomberg) 


action on behalf of tens of millions 
of smokers should be transformed 
back into a suit on behalf of only a 
handful of people. Some investors 
i n te r preted foe appellate panel as 
likely to undercut foe class action. 

The Nasdaq composite index 
was up 439. at 1,115.89, in late 
trading, boosted most by gains in 
Intel and Cisco. 

But declining shares . out- 
numbered advancing issues by 
more than 4 to 3 on foe Big Board, 
and dealers cited poor prospects for 
earnings growth. 

"The early read on prean- 
nounced earnings seems like it's 
going to be a disappointment,” said 
Greg Riley, a trader at CS First 
Boston. 

Concern that earnings growth 
will be too slow to push up stock 
prices spread after software pub- 
lisher Sybase Inc. late Tuesday said 
it lost money in the first force 
mo nths of foe year. Similar profit 


chances to expand in die future, the 
company’s financial officer said in 
a co mpan y newsletter. 

The yield on the benchmark 30- 

year bond rose to 6.63 percent in late 

trading on Wednesday from 6.60 on 
Tuesday after comments by a Bank 
of Japan official sparked concern 
that interest rates there may rise 
sooner than had been expected. 

The price of the bond was quoted 
15/32 point lower, at 91 25/32. 

Money managers are h e sitant to 
add to their holdings of stocks just 
two days before foe release on Fri- 
day of March employment data, 
said Jade Baker, head trader at Fur- 
man Selz. With stock markets 
closed fra Good Friday but bond 
markets open, stock investors will 
not be able to react to foe employ- 
ment report until Monday. 

"Nobody wants to make any big 
bets inerthexthe bond market or foe 
stock market ahead of that employ- 
ment report,” said Anthony O’Bri- 
en, a market strategist at A.G. Ed- 
wards & Sons. (Bloomberg, AP) 
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To Oar Readers 


Because of foe seven-hour time 
difference between the American 
c ontine nt and Europe until April 7, 
die U.S. futures and some other tab- 
ular matter in this edition reflect 
. prices at.3 p m in New York rather 
than 4 pjn. dosing prices. 

This change is necessary to meet 
distribution, deadlines- Most edi- 
tions will swain carry dosing prices 
after April 7, when Daylight Saving 
Time begins in the United States. 
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EUROPE 


In German Industry 
Until Middle of 1996 


Phone Rates to Fall 


France Steps Toward Deregulation 


By Max Berley 

Special to the International Herald Tribune 


Renters 

BONN 7— German industrial pro- 

s' tSS tSS 1 *' 2 P«£m 

m 19%, according to a report issued 
by the Ifo Institute for Economic 
Research on Wednesday, but other 
econoansts said this did not mean 
“^overall outpnt would shrink. 

*ne Munich-based Ifo said do- 
mes&c and foreign orders have been 
°dj idownteend since the middle of 
1995, depressing factory utilization 
lo about 84- percent last December. 

Wirtl mmrMniu t-— .1 ■ 
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cub m production, no improvement 
m the situation is expected until the 
middle of 1996. it said. 


Siebe’s Unitech Bid 
Is an Asia Gambit 


CanvMbyOrSkfFnnDbpaKhB 

LONDON — Siebe PLC offered 
Wednesday to buy the 75 percent of 
•% VJmtech FLC it does not already own 
for £520 million ($792.63 oriUioo) in 
a bid to increase its Asian presence 
and become a leading supplier of 
transformers and control systems. 

Unj tech’s board agreed to fanfr 
the offer of 715 pence a share. Ana- 
lysts had expected an offer as high as 
700 pence after Siebe bought 25 
percent of Unitech in mid-March 
and said it desired the rest. 

Unitech finished at 703 pence 
Wednesday, up 29, while Siebe fell 
23 pence, to 874. 

Unitech's Asian gem is Nemic 
Lambda KK, a Japanese supplier of 
power controls in which the British 
company has a 50.6 percent stake. 
Unitech ’ s heating-and- ventilation 
controls business also complement 
Siebe. Siebe also makes car lifts for 
garages and breathing equipment 
for firefighters 

“We see clear strategic syneigy,- 


“ Under these conditions, Ger- . 
man industry is fikely to produce 
about 2 per cent less in 1996 than in 
1995," Ifo said. 

But Holger Schmiedjpg. senior 
economist at MeiriliLyach &Co. in 
Frankfurt said the weak forecast 
mainly reflected a statistical effect. 

‘‘This is not really a statement 
thattbe second half of 1996 will be 
that weak,” Mr. Schmieding said. 

‘ ‘It just shows how low the starting 
point is.’* 

Ulrich Hombreeher. chief eco- 
nomist of Wcstdcutsche Laodes- 
bank Girozcntrale in Dusseldorf, 
said be believed the Ifo forecast was 

toopessiniistic. 

He expected industrial produc- 
tion to be unchanged in 1996 and 
GDP to grow between 1 percent and 
1.25 percent during the year. “We 
are going very weak into the first 
quarter, especially because of con- 
struction and the severe winter,” he 
said. 

But he predicted an upturn would 
start in the second quarter that 
wodd help put the economy back on 
a growth trend. 

Alison Cottrell, economist at 
PaincWebber Inc. in London, said 
the Ifo forecast merely confirmed 
what the market already knew, al- 
though it was at the pessimistic end 
of predictions. “The Bunds market 
wcrald be much more sensitive right 
now to signs that the economy is 
stronger than we think,” she added. 

Mr. Schmiedmg said that indus- 
trial production was the most cyc- 
lical component of GDP, and a 2 


PARIS —7 The main beneficiary of a new law to deregulate the 
telecom m unications market trill be the French consumer, whose average 
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jfcope bill could drop by as much as 30 percent when private companies 
begjn challenging France Telecom’s monopoly as early as next year. 

The government unveiled a bill Wednesday intended to open 
France’s S30 billion telecommunications market — the world's 


fourth-largest — to competition by Jan. 1, 1998, as required by 
European Union rules. 

Theproposal, which will be presented to Parliament in May, aims to 
open nance’s telecommunications market to private competition 
while maintaining fiance Telecom’s position as a so-called universal 
service provider, offering the same level of service at a flat rate 
throughout the country. 

The bill entitles the government to control rates and forces private 
companies seeking to operate within France to either offer coun- 
trywide service or compensate France Telecom for the additional cost 
of offering service to remote areas of the country'. 

Despite die constraints imposed by the bill on private operators, 
Francois Fillon, the telecommunications minister, said Wednesday he 


expected competition to drive prices down sharply. He said French 
consumers now paid an average of 202 Danes (S40J for a basket of 
services that is available for the equivalent of 134 francs in the United 
States or 130 francs in Sweden. On average, be said, France’s rates 
were 35 percent higher than those prevailing in countries where the 
market had been deregulated. 

The bill is an attempt by the government to introduce competition 
while allaying the fears of fiance Telecom's 150,000 employees that 
the company could seek to cut costs through layoffs if it were forced to 
compete head-on with leaner private operators. 

“This proposal privileges foe user and public service and maintains 
the stature of our national champion, France Telecom,” Mr. Fillon 
said. 


■ France Raises Social-Security Deficit Forecast 

France’s social-security system wiD have a deficit of around 40 billion 
francs this year, exceeding a previous forecast of 17 billion, finance 
Minister Jean Arthuis said, AFX News reported. Mr. Arthuis said the 
deficit represented about 05 percent of gross domestic product 


percent decline in indnsfriaT output 
would still be consistent with 1996 


particularly in the electronic power 
control industry,” said Siebe’s chief 
executive. Allen Yurieo. “When yon 
throw in Unitech’s brilliant presence 
in Asia, this could really end tip as a - 
powerhouse acquisition.” 

Mr. Yusko stud Unitech’s expert- 
ise in building power supplies for 
electronics was a cornerstone of the 
purchase. Siebe already makes power 
supplies for mechanical devices, 
sensors and computer software sys- 
tems, but its exposure to electronics is 
limited. ( 'Bloomberg ■. Reuters) 


would still be consistent with 1996 
GDP growth of 0.5 to 1 percent 

That is nevertheless lower than 
foe forecast of 1.5 percent growth 
shared by foe government, Ifo and 
many private sector economists. 

Ifo estimated flwt mdweriai out- 
put rose 2 to 3 percent in 1995. 

Ifo said investments were likely 
to stagnate at last year’s level after 
growing about 10 percent in 1995. 

■ BHF Posts Early 1996 Gain 

BHF-fiank AG said Wednesday 
that operating profit rose 7 percent 
in the first quarter of 1996, 
Bloomberg Bum™** News reported 
from Frankfort. 

The bank had said earlier in tbe 
week that net profit rose 5.6 percent, 
to 187 million Deutsche marks 
($126.1 million) in 1995. 


Telecoms Buoy Dutch PTT 


CenfxMby <br St^FnmDapaKha 

AMSTERDAM — - Royal PTT 
Nederland NV, foe Dutch postal- 
and-tefe a M numn irarinnK mono- 
poly, said Wednesday that its net 
profit in 1995 rose 11 percent, to 
Z26 billion guilders ($1 36 billion), 
as the company focused on expan- 
sion and as telecommunications op- 
erations surged. 

The company, whose revenue 
rose 7 percent, to 19.15 billion 
guilders, said that growth in sales 
had been driven by increased 
volume in virtually aU of the com- 
pany’s operations. 

The company cited a shift in focus 
durum the year fo expansion at home 
and abroad through acquisitions and 
noted that it was considering further 
purchases. It said it might raise cap- 


ital this year to finanta* acquisitions 
or to refinance debt 
The company said it expected 
growth in both operating revenues 
and net income in 1996. notably 
from the mobile ic& econmmiiica - 
tions units. But it noted that steadily 
growing volume was likely to be 


offset by rising price pressure and 
start-up costs from acquisitions. 


start-up costs from acquisitions. 

The profit figure was roughly in 
line with expectations. 

The company said its business 
environment was changing due both 
to liberalization and technological 
developments, notably in telecom- 
munications. 

It said this would be positive in 
the long term could have negative 
short-term ramifications. 

(AP.AFX) 


“• Our C-jf Fnwr Sapaton 

ZURICH — Swissair AG on 
Wednesday reported a net loss of 
147 million Swiss francs 1S123 mil- 
lion) in 1995. resulting from a “siz- 
able” restructuring cnarge. 

The loss, the first ever for Swis- 
sair, was a surprise. Analysts had 
expected the company to report a net 
profit of 5 to 25 million francs. 
Swissair posted net profit of 23 mil- 
lion francs in 1994. 

But behind the large loss, Swis- 
sair posted a significant increase in 
operating profiC which analysts said 
showed that the carrier's underlying 
situation was on the mend. 

“The headline number should 
largely be ignored, and the results are 
actually better than expected.’’ said 
Guy Kekwick of Lehman Brothers. 

Swissair’s operating profit soared 
81 percent, to 237 million francs, on 
revenue that rose to 9 percent, to 
7.01 biliion francs. 

The results were announced after 
the market’s close in Zurich. 

The company, which is under- 
taking a cost-cutting program inten- 
ded to increase earnings by as much 
as 700 million francs a year starting 
in 1997, said it would not pay a 
dividend for tbe third year in a row. 

A Swissair spokesman refused to 
specify foe amount of the restruc- 
turing provisions, but said charges 
also had been taken for a writedown 
in fixed assets and aircraft. 

Over foe next 18 months Swissair 
will cut about 2,000 of its 32,703 
jobs. 

Analysts were taken aback by foe 
size of tbe provisions, but noted that 
they would also present the new 
chief operating officer, Philippe 
Bruggisser with a clean slate for the 
future. 

“The size of the restructuring 
charge shows that Swissair is a re- 
covery story , but we still have a long, 
long way to go.*’ said Frederick 
Hasslauer of Bank Sal. Oppenheim. 

Swissair said after-tax profit be- 
fore charges was 193 million francs, 
up from a break-even result a year 
earlier. 

Revenue rose to 7.01 billion francs 
in 1995 from 6.45 billion francs, 
partly because tbe catering unit S AS 
Service Partner AG was consolidated 
for tbe first time. Swissair said. 

Swissair will give further details 
on its 1995 earnings at a press con- 
ference April 18. 

(Reuters. Bloomberg ) 
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Very briefly: 


• Lagardere Croupe's profit rose 2 percent in 1995, to 630 
million French francs (SI 24.8 million), as profits fell in ail 


million French francs (Si 24.8 million), as profits fell in ail 
areas but media and communications and sales declined 1 
percent, to 52.28 billion francs. 

• Eridanta Beghin-Say SA posted a 26 percent increase in net 
profit, to 1-53 billion francs, as the French sugar and starch 
manufacturer paid lower taxes. 

• Woo Inch Building Society's chairman, Peter Robinson, 
resigned abruptly and without explanation three months after 
he was appointed and launched a £3 billion 1 54.57 billion) 
stock offering still set for later this year. 

• United News & Media PLC's pretax profit fell 25 percent, 
to £104.4 million, as foe newspaper and exhibitions company 
took charges for cost-cutting and suffered from rising news- 
print costs. 

• Northern Rock Building Society is becoming a bank via a 
stock floatation in London. 

• Harvey Nichols & Co. is planning a summer stock issue that 
will value the favorite fashion store of Diana. Princess of 
Wales, at £140 million or more, analysts predicted. 

• Mediaset SpA's net profit rose 7 1 2 percent, to 454.6 billion 
lire ($290.4 million), in 1995 as lower operating costs and 
depreciation charges combined with slightly improved sales. 

• Unilever Group has bought the sales and distribution 


operations and some brands of Capsa. a Paraguayan sub- 
sidiary of Continental Grain Co. of New York. 


• Deutsche Telekom AG's DeTeMobil unit bought a 48i 
percent stake in Russkaya Telefonnaya Co„ a mobile tele- 
phone start-up with licenses to provide service in six West 
Russian urban areas. 


• Leica Camera GmbH, a German unit of the Swiss maker of 
cameras and lenses, plans to list its shares in Frankfort this 
autumn. 

■ Komercni Banka AS credited higher fees and commissions 
with raising net profit 6 percent, to 5.1 billion koruny tS 186.9 
million), in 1995. The top Czech bank forecast further im- 
provement in 1 996. Bloomberg. AP. Reuters. Knighi-RiJJer. AFP 
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Ett. softs NA Tue^. sales 3X082 
TurtOOWllP 91 534 W 295 


SH.VSIIMCMX3 

SJOD troy ot- cents perimvaz. 

Moy96 5590 5495 5515 -62 5XM4 

Jut 96 5*40 SXI H75 *10 16,91? 

Sen 96 5675 5445 5650 +40 11024 

Dec 94 5745 5680 5460 -61 7532 

Dec 97 S960 -U 1746 

EH soles NA Toe's, soles 26748 
WSBWlW 97^34 up 224 


GERMAN MARX (CMBQ 
123000 mortu, s per me* 

J|pi98 i»9 5765 5780 +■ 

Sep 96 5833 5816 JSX +11 
Est safes NA Tie's, safes 6359 
Tub’s open W 53519 up 181 


JAPANESE Y84(Q4BQ 
1 25 rnBOsn yen. S per 10D yen 
Jun96 009475 009351 009447 -57 

Sep 96 009583 0OK55 009564 +61 

Dec 96 009485 009452 009452 +34 

Est. soles NA Tub’s sates IZ1 W 
Tub’s open Ini 72.944 up 2085 


Hfah Law Oo se Owe 
JuftW SU0 5410 M3i -fli* 

Jul96 5135 S2J5 5J90 -049 

AuoM S205 52.15 5200 -009 

Sw> 96 SW5 BflO KL1S -CM 

0096 SJ0O £450 S3J5 -6® 

New 96 5415 5400 54.15 -A34 

Dec 96 5475 5*35 5450 -034 

Jon 97 5470 5470 5470 -0-M 

Feb 97 5420 500 5420 —009 

Est sales NA Tue'ESdes 24,968 
Tub’s wen lf» 

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMEK) 

TflOOtfeL-Pefearaperooi. 

May 96 2275 2115 HJO -0« 

Jun96 2655 2059 2068 -0- 7 

JuJ94 1900 19.67 19.70 -OI5 

Aub 96 1925 39.30 39.35 -0M 

Sep 96 1884 1671 1675 -Oil 

Oct 96 1863 1155 1662 -004 

Nov 96 1652 160* 164* -007 

Dec 96 1843 16® 18JS -OjB 

Jan 97 163* 1633 163* +OI8 

Jun97 17.91 1701 1701 +601 

JW97 1705 1705 1705 —0.03 

Aug 97 170* 1704 n« —003 

Est. sates NA Tub’s, sales 119071 
Tub’s open mt 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

UUBomtn bSi't, t W reim Dtu 

MO/96 6360 13M 1295 -2 

Jun96 1270 1710 1225 -1 

JU196 2240 HB5 2200 -S 

Aug 96 2200 2165 2.365 -t 

5ep» 2140 2125 2130 —5 

Od 94 2135 2110 2110 -10 

Nov 94 2190 2375 2375 -10 

Dec 94 2010 2290 22W -17 

Jan 97 2036 2325 2325 — 13 

Fee 97 2270 2250 2250 -19 

Atar97 2140 1110 2115 -13 

Ed. softs NA rue’s, softs Z30« 

Tub's open ini 


398 +38 


Undwiped 
TOdMoex 
N e w i Ba ns 
New Low* 

AMEX 


43M 

Nw. 


Nbm 

teoft 

daw 

1101 

1117 

ns 

7113 

Ol 

12 

1243 

ION 

772 

3133 

Mi 

AAwead 

Dedfeita 

1501 

15E 

1 m 

1741 


5*12 

1H7 

1231 

5414 

199 

18 

Mew Lot* 

42 

91 


PLATINUM niUBi) 

SB Bor oe.- Men otr ww oz. 

Apr 94 41 LOO ffiSJD CBJO +100 1004 
JUl 94 41100 40900 41000 +1.10 1909 
OdM 41400 411S 41250 +640 2976 
Est. soles NA Tue’s.sdes 720 
Toe’s open M 


SWISS FRANC (CMBU 

1U0M Wlo. s per ftonc 

AVI 96 0458 0419 0428 -9 

Sep 96 0525 0504 0517 +4 

EsL sales NA Tub’s. 5C4es SAM 

Tift’s open irt 29059 OR 406 


U8A£ADED GASOLINE D4MER7 
42000 oat- cents per oal 
May 94 4800 4705 6805 -61< 36622 

JunM 4 US 6500 6605 -604 16444- 

Jul 94 6190 *100 4140 -697 10087 

AuoW 6005 40.15 4045 -6I« 5023 

Sep 94 5650 57.90 5600 -624 2230 

Nov 96 5240 5235 5140 -005 561 

es. softs NA Tift's, softs 
Tue’socenW 


UvOBtOCfc 
CATTLE (CMEK) 


Market Sales 


No* available at press time 


Apr« 4195 4340 6X7 J -0* 19.953 

Jim 94 6232 6200 51U -023 32921 

Auo96 41® 4230 4297 +020 19219 

00 94 6422 4300 64^ +612 10043 

Dec 96 6302 6100 £125 + 0.10 9084 

Feb 97 4300 5125 6300 +603 4008 

Estscees NA Tub's. sdes 360*3 
TurtOPenW 97276 DP 583 


Close Prntoas 

LONDON MET AISCLME} 

D*Bc« pe* mesfc ton 

UJ30O i«« 
1634X0 36150O 16fLXO 364700 

gsr 0 ^ 0 ^^ i^oo 

FOT+ard 247000 267300 349200 249100 


MtONTH STEBJNC OJFFE) 

CSXUXJ0 • OBBl 100 pa 
JuaM 9X96 9X99 9195 Unch. 

5toM 93J8 9X74 9X77 -Ojn 

Dec96 9147 9306 91*1 -000 

HariJ 9297 9293 9297 -003 

Jub97 9243 92JJ 9248 -0.Q3 

Sep97 9233 9227 9233 -002 

Dec97 9215 9205 9213 — 601 

M art* 9201 91.93 9201 +001 

-funs* 91 Jl 0703 91.91 *001 


79900 80100 
78500 7B60O 


GASOIL (IPE) 

UA do) lara per mofifc ton ■ lots ot 100 tons 


Apt 96 192J5 188 JO 191 JO +125 9000 
660996 77800 17600 I760G Undi. 14.251 
JUn96 17125 16800 36600 -OJO 30079 
July 96 16675 16175 163 50 -050 60 3* 
Aug 96 162J5 16U5 161 JO —075 5,207 

Sep 96 16225 163 JO 16100 —050 1050 

Oo96 N.T. N.T. 14200 -050 954 
NW 96 16175 16175 16250 -050 751 
Dec 96 36425 76425 7o30O —050 6.779 
E9L sales:! A 138. Open InL- 56.284 off 188 


5B999 91 JO 91.73 9101 +001 
D«» 93 Jl 914* 91 Jl +001 


t CATTLE (CMBU 


Dividends 

CompoKT Per Amt (fee Pay 

IRREGULAR 

Banco affixes VTt b J774 89 4-52 


Coopcnr 


- N 5- ‘i'l’J- 


xi in 
17 ’MH 
1616 16 


S' in it 


— «5 


Hasere 

WnvAkn 

HBcnn 

Hetrrtto 

HwnteB 

5KSSt 

HM9CP . 

1 ii i, J iii n 

nOQPnl 

mmEii 

Hnmei 

Wtefl* 

VneOSp 

MCdar 


^ k j 

J l A 

life im 

r§ 1*^ 

"ffi £ I 8 
SS 352 £ 
S 1 l 

121 6fc 6!fc 

tSS % Sht 

s « t 

M 5%i » 

96 SA* «*? 
tsi m 

ns 4Wvi 418 
3® »* 

2B9 Vu V* 
3415 3W* 

5515 373* 37 

345 PVp » 

579 1Y* .1** 

« $ Sw 
» ^ & 
« % % 
IS IS 

895 3»>8 3g6 
m* 6 5+8 

171 1418 nj; 

221* 18ft 17ft 

as n 

3T4» Wh 8 , ';5 
t£ 4>'f» 41* 

SB 14% 1*JJ 

in 7 *5 

191 3ft W* 
274 17ft 16ft 


418 . - 

7338 -ft 

St vs 


in! 

m 2 « sfe 

n % a 

$.&6 £ 
xn 27ft 77ft 

US 8ft 8 


s jk 4 


18» 4-5 
* 2 H -S 


Senor Wtncoporr 
Senior 


fS&W 


_ J13 4-22 5-15 
B .11 4-12 4-19 
B .11 Ml 4-39 
b .10 4-12 4-19 
9 SO All 4-18 


Par Amt tec Pa* 
PINAL 

_ 0571 4-11 5-13 


56.10 55J» 5507 —OR) 

57.10 56J0 56J0 -O* 

5L7B ST JO 227 -03! 

SX« 5127 5148 -O* 


Spat 797500 798500 
Swart 806500 007000 

Spa 635000 636000 
KftCrt 638500 639000 

ftrlmrd 1066V. 106700 


»20 SB32 5180 -035 
6040 »JD 59 JB -037 


60.40 ®JB 59JB —4 
NA Tub’s. Kfen 2934 
nH 22M7 up 3U 


waff *1*3 91J9 91*4 *001 
Est. safes: 77*19, Prev. sfflec ZLDS 
Piey.opsilnL: 337233 up 1*9* 


84UMTH EURO MARK UiFFE) 
DMimBOan-BtsonooiKi , 

Jun94 9600 9678 9&JB — 001 224039 

S«94 96J3 96*8 96JO -001 224094 

aS5b 96*6 96*1 9643 -00* 17B.3M 


STOCK SPLIT 


AirmiMe31bra8pBL 
Ola OcddMUl pom ? tori spa. 


ft 

St Tj 

aft -ft 

& * 
Wn — *4* 

i»w +** 
3ft 4ft 
18ft +ft 
4H 4ft 
Wii +*i* 

Ch *S 


ft-*: 

S3 


2ft -ft* 


14ft +ft 

V 

» -3 

im -ft 
39* 

6 'V» 

l«ft -ft 
|7ft -ft 
lft - 
8ft '>J+ 
fefti -ft 
lift 

J -X» 

Wu —4u 

Irt -« 


TBM.S 

ThtSentn 

Tlwobes 

ThMOStn 

nxnotx 

UilitwO 

TooSw 

TodPct 

TtamOy 

TWA Wt 
TWAn 
Timsefe 
TMnBeth 
TUtMex 
TurnBA 
TumBB 
TWWC. 
US At 
Un fenw. 
US Bod 
USDS! 
UnMV 
UtoMBlS 
Wacom 

vweU^. 

VlocWSC 
VHrortC 
WRIT 
HWGnd 
WH1ET 
WhanCd 
WRstlTC 

sasss 




47ft +lft 
48W 

27 -ft 


65ft -1> 
038 +fi 

14ft 

Mft — » 
T7* - 

eft —ft 
. 1 ft +ftl 

rp* +iC 


45* 

3 -3 


S74 10 

'W+ 


GrupoAlfo 2 larl spft. 
KcfftC 0 fp 2 hrl spHL 

reverse stock spur 

EaemU CaplU 1 fori 20 reverse spCL 


AmrindGnupH 
Bar View Cop d 
Boston Eflson^™ 
teBBOKUnn 
■BAraF ; nd_ 
n a«9 ■ 
tBncp 
Corp H 
'Iroml 
Hancock Paf il 
HwwsJHaro#™ 
HtRfertt Moo Secs 
LCShKfcn am 
McacnTwAWcl 

CJdcrtlmS I 


1238 13* 
20 19* 

5ft 5 

MI 51% 4ft 
197 7* 7ft 

JS IS § 

® lift W» 
^ % 
Sft 3» 


WEB«n 

waJpnn 

WSSean 

xa.ua 
xww 


764 Wn 3ft 
249 Wm 2 ft 
left lift 
4% 4ft 

71ft 11 

IS % 

% W. 3ft 

lft! life life 

2 S oft 13*1 

x at 1 * 

184 Wi. 12H 
^ % « 


13ft +ft 
mi eft 
5ft +ft 

7ft -ft 
27ft 

27ft -ft 
II +ft 
3ft *?• 
4ft +?i. 
6Wm 4ft 
31ft _ 
6ft —ft 
n* -* 
e* 4 * 
41ft 4ft 

'ft 4ft* 

life + » 
#» 

lift - 
T2ft 

lft _ 
Hft lift 


RoumoCorpAOR b S 3 SJ 09 4-26 

INCREASED 

Staunfl Props Q J875 4-11 5-15 


Pupet Sound P&L. 
RobfonPortn 
SchnBatrSaA. 


4-15 4+25 
4-12 446 
4-10 S - 1 
4-12 400 
5-2 5-16 

4-17 4-30 

4- 10 4-24 

5- 10 frl 
4« 4-30 

4-17 5-2 
405 4 -30 
4-12 430 
4-15 4-25 

4- 19 M3 

5- 15 6-1 
4-10 4-30 
5.15 6A 

S 5-15 
6-7 
5-9 MS 


Tub's open W 220K7 up 3U 
H0aS^MtV97Lso4 (CMBU 


HHh Low Oose 


IMP 9614 9609 9611 

Jun97 9SJ7 9SJ1 9SJ5 - 002 93970 


40000 *4- cents per 8* „ 

Apt 96 H05 51-25 51 J7 +112 

JlinM 56-85 5i7B 5SJ0 -QJ5 

Jul 96 5537 54.32 54J0 +038 


Financial 


AU096 5240 57-25 5157 *050 
0096 «J3 4720 45.17 -.0*2 


0096 4720 45.17 -.0*2 

Dec 96 49.20 4837 41,15 -MO 

EsL ten nA Tie’s. s«es 13030 
Tub'scpwiW 42470 up 690 


US T. BILLS [CMSO 
SlirVoo-pnoHOPpo. 

Jmtt 9504 9502 9104 -003 9,764 

SeeM 94.91 9489 M07 -003 1513 

EsLsofes NA Tub’s. safes n 
Toe’s open M 13.506 up 8 


Jun97 9SJ7 MJ1 -M2 91970 

Seo97 95*1 KJS 9539 —002 76795 

SS7 9S04 M.99 -im 5J.JO 

Worse W73 J4-71 «*5 KW 
Jared nr? w*4 9**6 — w 19.722 

5ep9B 9420 94.16 9419 —002 14*99 

eg* 1091 9309 93J2-O01 12,759 

WS«9 93*4 93*2 93*4 -001 2060 

Erf. vases 01069 . Pib*. BtfeK B2*5e 
^v^iw!T*OSJ 15 Of 41« 


BRENT OIL (IPa 
UA doOttra oer barrel - 
May 96 2030 19.00 
June 96 1906 1875 
July 96 1127 1B0I 
Aug 9* 17*1 17.(0 
Sep 96 17*7 17*5 

Od 9e 17*3 1770 
Nov 96 17.12 1706 
Dee 96 17*3 16.92 

97 16*9 16*9 

Feb 97 N.T. N.T. 
Mar97 N.T. N.T. 

Est sales; 3&718 . 
4.377 


k*s of 1,000 borate 
19.98 — 001 66.167 
19*2 — 0.18 54.956 
1805 -ai3 44591 
17J9 — 0.T1 1*727 
17J4 — 0.11 12787 
37.16- 0.1Q 4945 
1702-009 1683 
16.90-009 11,216 
36.79 — 009 9,96* 

16.70-009 4*12 

1603— 007 612 


Open im j 232062 up 


POM BEUJB (CMBU 

MJM BS.- CVtfS pgf Ck 

MflYM 74J2 7227 7435 +1*8 £008 

Jul 94 73J7 71*5 7X22 +L5D 122 

AuoM n*0 46® 7000 +1J3 1007 

Feb 97 6U2 66J0 6BJB +1*8 175 

Mlortt 66.16 6U0 68.16 *206 4 

Ed. sates NA Tub x soles 517 
TUB'S open ml lfe734 up 77 


5YI2 TREASURY tCBOD 
$100000 6rm- pK 8- 3&*» felDOPO 
Jun9i UP-115 UP-01 107-045 — a 184*4* 
SCPM 107-00 106-30 106-30 - 035 B.2W 
Estsdes NA Tup's. sate. 24J40 
Tub's aoenM 192733 oil 383 


3-MONTH PIBOR tMATlF) 

^B07 


bhfewte Blfe— itpw 
sbora'ADRj g-parabfa la ConmBiw fundv 
a woc t bl y. ' b-ottartertic s-smt4iapugl 


It YfL TREASURY (CBOn 

$306000 jein-ptstsawsanx ad 
JunM 109-18 10941 109-07 - 04 26&3S7 
Sep 96 109-01 106-28 108-28 - 10 17,775 
EAuies NA Tub's sacs 48042 
Tup’s open W 26.158 up 331* 


COCOA WCSD 


Stock TaHes Explained 


Safes figures are tmUBdoL YWrty N«Ib or 0 ta» mfctl ite piwteos Sl^ weeks plus 1t» 
' amMweclLlwlRotlteiolaHni^day.VNieieasplttorslDdtifliiderKfamounnngfeS 
perewtwracrtlxsteenptidlteyeoreS^gWEw mngeandtfuaeotf areUwwnfcrtlwne* 
stodesoolT.Unfeasoftisnufae noted, rales ofdMdends we annual ^tbonemerts based on 
the Infest dednoSan. 

1 - dividend also oflm (*).» - anreml rale of 6Mdend plus stock dMdaui c « aquUaNao 
dMdend. dd - caSnl d - new yurty taw. e - dMdend efectored or pdd In pneedog 13 
mocttixs - iMitard Hi Oumdlfln fwUU. wbledto 15* iwwesMence fin. I - dMdmd 
doctored aflwsp®Hip or stock dMdw»d.| - AMddd paid ihfaym oraMtad, daferred, or no 


im 


*T£ 

22396 

1X9 

13S2 

*71 

70.965 

1340 

1374 

+27 

13*96 

1353 

139) 

♦a 

>5*36 

1380 

1408 

*30 

%ioa 

Tup's. k»ps 

14.W 



US TREASURY BONDS KWJT) 

M pcMiauno-pts a awn lapom 
Jtm96312-I9 133-22 112-02 - IB MSJ92 
Sep 96 112-00 111-47 111-20 — 06 30.761 
DBC 961 ID-31 110-34 110-31 - 10 3*46 
EsLsOfeS NA rue’s. Sites 152064 
Tup's open rt 371*89 art 3812 


Sea 96 95.72 95*6 95*9-004 50*15 
9S-S5 95J0 95J3-CLW 25022 
Mv W 95U2 95JB 95J0 -OJW 16*38 
5^97 ££ 9503 

Spp 97 94*3 94*0 9482 -Ota 6*19 
Dec 97 94*0 9456 9459-002 41« 
Mar « 9441 9438 94*9-010 4037 
Jvn 98 9423 9420 9421 —002 1,974 
Sep 98 9405 9403 9403-0*2 1*»2 
Dec 98 93*1 93*1 93*1-001 1.754 
Mar 99 93*6 93*2 93*2 +002 *30 

EsI- wtamK «M24 Open bO; 185081 all 
2192. 


Stock Indexes 
**P COW*. INDEX [CMERi 
Sliindn 

JunM 44000 6545} 639*0 +0*070609 
Sea 96 665J0 663.35 64535 *3.30 432 
Est. soles NA Tup'S, sties #,9>4 
Tue'seoenirt 179,980 off 803 


□dfen total at latest dMdmd meeting, k • d M dend declared or paid INs year, dll 
accuraulaflre tasae wto AUeads in arman n + new tore In tee pasta weeks. Tile litol). 


6ft -ft 
»ft 

33*1 -Vfe 

'aaE 


accumutaflre tasee wto dMdeods in ormns n * new tore In tee post 52 weeks. Tile liigl)- 

taw mnoebngimwKtlhe start oHtodkig. to -ne9dtioy<fe9rery.p/E-jn1ce-esfiilnB5itffic. 

r- dMdtnd dedarad or ptf in pfecMUng 12 months ptas statt itektend. s - stack Split 
DMdand begtas wtRi date at spOL tts ■ sates, t - dMdend paid to stack ta preceding 12 
months, esttnaled ash value on tedMdmd or«wltaf»uttan date u - new yowty high, y 
• ntobk) hand rf- In tantaupfey or recBtanMp or being fBtoPtotto “ftder the Bank- 
niptcy Ad, or seewttfes ossvraed by sich companies, wd - when flstributed, wl - when 
issued/ ww- wllfi wonaMt x - ae-dridond or wwlghts. mas - ex-dfjhttufioa a - without 
warrants. R-otoMdend and sates ta ML yU -yleM. z -sates Hi 1WL 


C0FFEECMCSE) 
srju Bo.- Bonn per a. 

MOV 96 11425 11450 11535 -050 14*12 

JUl 96 U5J0 13425 11505 -U0 Ztii 

Sep96 11225 11408 11459 -040 3,952 

Dec 94 134JD T33J0 11300 -4H 2005 

EsL safes NA Tue’xaiej 7.146 
Tub's open inf JlJMB art 567 


LONG GILT OJFFE) 

£5Q0OO-p(5l32ndl0f lOOpd 
JWS6 3Cft.ll 105*6 105-39 -M2 3W.92S 
Septa N.T NT. 104-15 -M0 165 

EsLsoeS 31631. P1W.KNE 3280 
Prtv. effeo kit- 121*90 Off 1.501 

GERMAN GOVERNMENT BUND OJFFE) 

0672 —003222*60 
SeOta KAO 9280 9206 — 023 2174 
EsL srtes: l l*te- £*» sieK 1 170J9 
ncv.epwiia.’ 227*35 up 1*42 


>MQMTH EUROURA OJFFE) 

Vow 9091 W00 9091 + 006 20563 

□erM 9099 90.90 90.98 + 0.03 15*61 

Nto97 9005 9091 +00 7*ft 

hjfg7 9078 9075 9079 * 001 1952 

SepOT 90*7 7063 90*6 Undi 1.781 


FTSEIOBIUFFO 
135 pwindB petal 

JunM 37300 37320 37300 —AO cApav 

Sqita 3739.0 373S0 37390 -40 

Det» 37610 37«* 37450 -60 n 

EH safes; 6037. Prta.Mfei- 11.965 

Piev.ooen Wj eftta! up 3p3 


CAC 41 (MATIF) 


EsI sates 1 SJ 89 . Prer. sates: 11.791 
M^taL- 89026 ON 455 


ta 96 20680 ^S 0 20640 - 7*0 34824 
May 9620545 30600 2 D 56 J- 7*0 2778 
Junta 2038 * 20300 20370- 7 <miK£ 
Sep « 20450 20440 20500 - 700 8*73 
JtoWSWJ.O 20090 20930-1000 20 S 5 
Sep 97 20 aafl 2 CBS«» 20670 - 10*0 2 J 75 

Mur 9 B N.T. N.T. 2139 *— 10*0 300 

est. muffle: 19*04 Open W_ TUm up 

frWOCK 


Industrials 


SUGAR-WORLD 11 (KSE) 

112*00 as.- hM b*t 8 l 

Marta 11*7 11 Jl 1 U 7 -005 sjta 


JUta 11*2 W.95 10.99 *009 42319 

0096 MU9 10*5 10*8 +006 28,032 

Mar 97 1439 10*5 1437 -007 11*47 

Est SOtes HA Tuft. Sties 2 SJD 7 
TtostBenbO 1C*8 trt 3630 


18- YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MATIF) 
Jwfta’lSiS? 12209122.10 — 03Z1 34923 


Sep 96 120.94 120*2 120*4-430 4*83 
Dec 97 119*8 119*8 119JB— 030 664 

Mur 97 N.T. N.T. 12O28-0JZ 1S3 

Est. rah me 103,733. Open taU 140223 art 
694. 


COTTON 7 (NCIN) 

suao e«.- arts pot ft. 

Moy 96 85*5 8475 8580 + 0 M 

J 3 % 8490 BS 7 S 8 U 0 +494 

0096 8 U 8 1235 8270 -(LG 

DBCta 8005 TWO ff.B +039 

Ha 77 BO. 0 D 8450 8485 +445 

«W 97 8130 8 MD P 35 -l» 

Ess. met- na TurxsdH 7000 
Too^asenw 


Commodity indexes 


HEATWGOR. (NMEIU 
CAB 004- anil per «a> 

Marta 64a XX 58*0 -492 


Moody's 
Reulen 
OJ. Futures 
CRB 


Oose Frevioos 

1.51490 1*17*0 

2-lfJJg 2-111-40 

«QJ7 ISO 06 

253*7 252 A3 
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Wednesday’s 4 pun. Close 

Naflgnwfcte prices, noi resecting late tmdes etsewtwe. 
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» VkKMH 
7% OWAOUOn 
f* rtMuSc 
r* t cowSb 

IM WACMMO 
f°M nsaiMi 
IT* llWACMMu 
JI* CP4ACXTCI 

ii rawAor 
s sikiinjvci 
MM ItWUCOi 
Wl IMM.RB1 

0> UWAJOn 

a SMWSM 
M WtM SToV 
Wk PSANLIIU 


sn. muKUOi 
50* SHU AUa 
*4>»l miTTCs 
■<k orwaTWT 

* S« AVXCpn 
4IW IlftAma 


nu isKAomc 
sw ZHnMunaa 
u» WMAcuran 
»* HkM£> 
n IMMVIW 
yri II I, AMD 
in SVlAOnrSI 
II tWCanta*: 
Ct niMM 

0* SUAaan 
m SS Be 


« u n n w a 

JO 10 II Du M JM 

-36 1.2 4 MM OH un 

JO VI _ *17 fW tW 

6* 1.1 — <1 n 7, 
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Panel Bars Air New Zealand 
From Buying Stake in Ansett 

Wellington Commission Fears Loss of Competition 
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WELI JNnTfw? W ^? r ^f^"*^'*** other half of TNT’s share of die airline holding com- 

WerfnMitau *_ Air New Zealand Ltd. promised pany for 225 naffion dollars, 
mission Cwnraerce Com- News Corp. owns the rest of Ansett. Its stock also fell 

Australia HnVW^T ^ to ■^ nsetI Wednesday, closing down 10 cents, ai 7.43 dollars. 
Tntt*h ®* Ltd * “ om “® ttanspot company Air New Zealand had proposed that News Corp., 


Japanese Insurance 
Expected to Remain 
Hard Sector to Enter 


TTvttt*h 55 LML trom ttans P«i. company Air New Zealand had proposed that News Corp., 
Rut tha , wind* is controlled by die media magnate Rupert 

TNT ra Sypey * wart » Murdoch, take full control of Ansett New Zealand. 

closed down 4 Australian cents, at 1.59 Analysis crfrirized the management of TNT and Air 
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dollar* n/!\ W. /umjMiumuzj: 

New Zealand for n 

and they can’t at this stage . ■ 

a£HfSs£ O’Reilly Purchases 


Analysts criticized the managements of TNT and Air 
New Zealand for not making major alterations to die 
deal after the Commerce 
Commission's preliminary 
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appointed.” 

The New Zealand ex- Roam 

^Sch^l ^eathrdosed WELLINGTON — Tony C 

n™mr5f-fS tr ^ b0tfyan- coon who is chairman of HJ. H< 
DO H^ 1K tension: Radio New Zealand’s commer 

n p ^ pos ^ d u m Wednesday. 

S ShareS The government conditiona 

^ nse ? to which account for around 40 pen 
gyrate cash and aPow n to iafi 0 matket, to the New & 

1(8 S®*" consortium dominated by Mr. O 
CTal freight rant and its 89 million New Zealand dollars 
SOD* American business. The neiworic said that the dea 
. ^“ merce Crannus- depended oo the resohnkm by 
^OTswdit^posedtfaepro- . oSSof litigation cbaDengr 
posed deal because Ansett’s The Maori claims c 

New Zealand anime, Ansett dons, based on the country's 
New Z^Iand, is Air New Waftaogi, which was sigwri in 
f eaknd s pnnapal domest- pean settlers and Maoris. 
ic conmetrtor, and between The High Court last week reji 

them die two earners don> halt the sale oftfae stations but th 
mate the airways. the case. 

The commission said its Mr. O’Reilly, whohasextens 
four-person panel Imd split hi New Zealand, began his cot 
cm the decision, and Chan- New Zealand in 1992 as chief oi 
man Alan Bollard cast the food c om pany purchased the 
de-breaking vote against the maou feetnrfr Wffhie Ind ustries 
sale. 

“The commission is not ~ . 

satisfied that Air New Zealand and Ansett New Zealand rule, 
would not acquire a do minant position in die domestic 


“It seems that they 
haven't put forward any- 
thing that is very much dif- 
ferent. so whai were they 
expecting?” said Yasmin 
Allen, an aviation analyst at 


Bloomberg Business Ketes 

TOKYO — Motor Ichiban. an 
auto insurance policy marketed 
over the phone, is a hit with Lon- 
don's Japanese-speaking com- 
munity. But it is nor available in 
Tokyo because of restrictions 
stifling competition in the world's 
second-largest insurance market. 

“It’s very frustrating,” sad 
Masakazu Yagyu, director of Ito- 
chu Corp.’s Cosmos Insurance 
Service Co., which markets Mo- 
tor Ichiban with Jar dine Maiheson 
Holdings Ltd. “There are many 


ton's string of * Tesults-oriented” 
trade accords with the Japanese. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kan tor has accused Japan 
of backsliding mi pledges to keep 
its market open to foreign in- 
surers. A Japanese Finance Min- 
istry official said last week that 
rising ' ’stridency" from Amer- 
ican officials has widened the gap 
between the United States and Ja- 
pan on the issue. 

Among the April 1 reforms is 
one that will allow ihe life and 
property sides of the business. 


WELLINGTON — Tony O’Reilly, the Irish ty- ANZ McCaughan. 


coon who is chairman of H-J. Heinz Co., bought 4 1 of *T am astounded by the 


Radio New Zealand’s commercial radio stations on waste of management time 


by both companies,” aSyd- 


The government conditionally sold die stations, ney-based analyst said. 


bemere standing in the way of now dominated by domestic in- 
new business in Japan." suxers, to set up subsidiaries in one 

Opening la- another’s home 

pan’s $407 bil- ~~ — markets. Bui this 

lion insurance W ashing ton accuses may do little to 


whidbaccoamfOTaroand40perceatafNew Zealand’s Air New Zealand has 

radio market, to the New Zealand Radio Network, a said it seeks entry into the 
consortium dominated by Mr. OUeiUy’s interests, for Australian domestic avi- 
89 million New Zealand dollars ($60.9 million). aiiou market because it 

The network said tbar the deal was conditional and dwarfs that of New Zealand 
depended oo the resolution by Maoris and the gov- and would give the airline 
emment of litigation challenging the sale. rights to By from Australia 


non insurance 
market to new 
competition will 
probably be high 
on the agenda 
when VJS. Pres- 
ident Bill Clin- 


Washington accuses 
Tokyo of reneging 
on its pledges to 
open the market. 


stimulate com- 
petition because 
premiums and 
policies remain 
standardized by 
rating bureaus 


The Maori 


claims ownership of the sea- to other countries. 


rights to fly from Australia j Ryu taro Hashimoto meet 


ton and Japanese Prime Minister linked to the Finance Ministry. 


Japanese insurers have little ra- 


tions, based on the coimny’s founding Treaty of Air New Zealand mam- 


Waitangi, which was signed in 1840 between Euro- tains the rights to fly beyond 


Tokyo later this month. The two centive to rush headlong into a 
sides are already at odds over re- fully liberalized market, analysis 


pean settlera and Maoris. 


Australia rare crucial to its 


The High Court last week rejected an injunction to maintaining profitability. 


halt the sale of the stations but the council may appeal 
tiie case. 


The New Zealand Com- 
merce Act prohibits basi- 


Mr. O’Reilly, who has extensive business interests ness acquisitions that result 


in New Zealand, began his commercial dealings in in dominance in a market 
New Zealand in 1992 as chief ofHeinz^ when the U.S. But if the Commerce Corn- 


New Zealand in 
food company 


the New Zealand food mission decides that the 


manufacturer Wattie Industries. 


public benefit outweighs 
the negatives of such dom- 
inance, it can waive the 


forms that started on April 1 after 
18 months of haggling. 

‘T don’t think a great deal is 
going to change,” said David 
Tbreadgokl. a financial industry 
analyst at BZW Securities (Japan ) 
Ltd. "Pricing deregulation looks 
to be minimal and very slow.'’ 

On Monday, Japan's Finance 


say, since their earnings from 
premiums are among the most luc- 
rative in the world. ~ 

What change can be expected 
may most benefit Japan's highly- 
capitalized nine major property 
and casualty insurers, such as 
Tokyo Marine & Fire Insurance 
Co^nd Sumitomo Marine & Fire 


Ministry began long-awaited re- Insurance Co. They have the ex- 
forms of a 57-year old law that perience, business connections and 


“The commission would require public benefits to 


governs insurance. They were the money al hand to make the 
prompted, in part, by an October most of new opportunities, said 


passenger an- services market if this acquisition went outweigh the detriment likely to arise from the ac- 
ahead,” Mr. Bollard. — ” >■>- q-»i — * — •-> •• — » — j-- 1 - = — ^j- 


qgisrtion,” Mr. Bollard said, “and in tins instance, it is 


Air New Z eal a nd could appeal to the High Court not satisfied th^t the benefits likely to accrue are such 
within 20 days, he added, or submit a new or amended that it should be permitted.” 


1994 U.S.~ Japan trade agreement 
on liberalizing the industry. The 
accord was the first of Mr. Clin- 


Shinji Okabe. a vice president of 
Moody’s Investor Services, who 
follows Japan’s financial industry. 


application to the commission. 


The board 


The commission had indicated in January that it would largely apply to foreign markets while its det- 


added that the benefits of the acquisition BO J Comment Hits Stocks 


opposed the deaL ■_ rimental effects would be felt mostly in New Zealand. 

Jim McCrea, the managing director of Air New it said Air New Zealand ’s ap plication had not ad- 
Zealan d , said the ruling Wednesday “is not the end of dressed such shortcomings, noting rtmt die aiding could 
the matter.” have agreed to disposeofassets or shares of Ansett New 

“We’re still very much committed to securing an nd 

^.1,. S« AriluM'' U*. ~w'J “ur» „11 >TL ■ • ... _ I ,T r. 


influential stake in Ansett,” he said. “We will now 
have to reassess how that goal can be achieved-” 

But if Air New Zealand fails to persuade the rcg- 


Tfre commission not only haired Air New Zealand’s 
purchase of the Ansett stake but also rejected its bid to 
acquire up to 50 percent of Bodas Pty., the owner of five 


ulatory body, analysts said, TNT may be forced to look small Aust ralian nidiwt fem tnt tnt 

beyond Australia and New Zealand for a buyer for its and News Corp. each own half of Bodas. 


stake in Ansett. Singapore Airlines Ltd. Iras said it 
would consider making an offer. 

Air New Zealand agreed to pay 200 million dollars to 
. .TNT for 25 percent of Ansett. with an option to buytbe 


Air New Zealand is 42di percent-owned by Brierley 
Investments Ltd. and 19.4 percent-owned by Qantas 
Airways LftL, the Australian flag carrier. 

- (Bloomberg. Knighi-Ridder, AFP. Reuters) 


Bloomberg Business Fetus 

TOKYO — The Bank of Japan 
governor, Yasuo Matsushita, sent 
Japanese financial markets gyr- 
ating Wednesday when he said 
that rising interest rates were 
“natural” during an economic re- 
covery. 

Investors took his remark to 
mean that tiie bank would tolerate a 
rise in short-term rates, which are 
at a six month high in Japan. Stocks 


and bonds tumbled as a result 

“It’s natural that interest rates 
rise when expectations for eco- 
nomic recovery are growing,” 
Mr. Maisusita said. 

The Nikkei 22S stock index feD 
0.63 percent to 21,464.73. The 
yield on the benchmark 10-year 
government bond No. 182 rose to 
3.11 percent from 3.05 percent as 
its price dropped to 99.20 from 
99.61. • 


New Zealand Puts Forest Rights Up for Sale India Eases Bank Rules 


CaitpaeJbft^-St^fFnmD/ruma 

WELLINGTON — New Zealand 
called far bids fix- the cutting rights to 
some of the country’s prime forests on 
Wednesday in the largest sale of a state- 
owned assets since 1990. 

Finance Minister Bill Birch said the 
government would sell Forestry Corp., 
which owns the cutting rights to the 
188,000-hectare (464 ,548- acre) forest 
of Kaiang ama radiata pines and douglafi 
firs in the central part of North Island. 


■ The forest, 12 percent of New Zea- 
land’s planted woods, is worth 2.1 bDficra 
New 7ealand dollars ($1.44 billion). 

The ownership of the land beneath the 


forest is subject to claims by local Maori 
tribes, but Mr. Birch said & portion of 
Forestry Coup- will not be reserved for 
Maori as part of any land settlement. 

Mr. Birch left open the option of can- 
celing the sale if the government does 
not receive satisfactory offers. 

“We are in the position of a strong 


seller.” he said. “We don’t need to sell 
other than making the most of the value 
in the crop.” 

Mr. Birch was reluctant to indicate 
what would be an acceptable price. 

Among those that have expressed in- 
terest in buying the forests are local 
foresters Carter Holt Harvey Lid., which 
is 50.2 paeon owned fay International 
Papa Co. of New York, Fletcher Chal- 
lenge Ltd. and Weyerhaeuser Co. 

(Reuters. Bloomberg) 


VIRTUAL: A Portable Office 


CURRENCY ANf) CAPITAL MARKET SERVICES 


Continued from Page 11 


approach,” he said. 

The Chadwick Group, 
which designed the space for 
Andersen, sees the develop- 
ment of the virtual office as 
"a cumulating, of all the busi- 
ness engineering projects go- 
ing on everywhere which are 
about reducing head count, 
increasing efficiency, lower- 
ing responsibility through the 
levels of management and ea- 
^Miragmg people to work in 
teams," said Andrew Chad- 
wick, managin g director of 


the company. 

Mr. Chadwick, who started 
experimenting with these 
ideas in 1990, said the 
concept was modeled on a 
university campus. 

“In university work, you 
are encouraged to be inde- 
pendent. and it Is the results 
drat count,” he said. “In the 
traditional work force you go 
to primary school being 
raid what to do, whereto do it 
and how to do it What is really 
interesting is that by adopting 
the university structure you ate 
also adopting the university 
moirfr — you have to be more 
independent and manage your 
time efficiently.” 

The London-based com- 


fell 70 percent, sir condition- 
ing costs dropped 60 percent 
and the cleaning bill was 
halved. 

The experiment worked so 
well that Digital Sweden was 
quickly mimicked by Digital 
in Britain and Finland. In- 
deed, Digital Sweden now 
works with 40 other compan- 
ies to analyze their organiz- 
ational needs. 

IBM has been experiment- 
ing with just-in-time offices 
for the past two years. The 
company's Beijing branch 
functions much like Ander- 
sen ’s Paris office, where tele- 


phone and mail messages fol- 
low employees to their 
assigned wexk cubicles. 

“IBM finds that the open- 
work environment is very 
good for people that are mo- 
bile, such as tiie marketing 
staff that spends most of their 
time out with customers,” 
said Fred McNeese, the com- 
pany's director of interna- 
tional public relations. 

At Microsoft, personal of- 
fices have not been elimin- 
ated, but laptop computers 
serve as a virtual Office for 
man y employees on the road. 

“Just about everyone has a 
laptop computer and has ac- 
cess to a remote access site. 
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up its own virtual offices 

when needed. 

While Andersen plans to 
expand the virtual-office 
concept to all of its offices in 
Western Europe by the end of 
1997, the company is not die 
first to use technology to save 
space. 

Digital Equipment’s 
Swedish unit eliminated ter- 


ritorial office space in Januaiy 
uH92. The Swedish office ex- 


perimented by creating com- 
mon working spaces for some 
consultants so . they could 
work in an environment best 
suited to the job at hand. 

In the first six months, ef- 
ficiency increased 68 percent. 
The company’s lighting bills 


their computer in anywhere 
and have total access to their 
flies and the company’s net- 
work,” said Andrea Tevlin, 
manager of manager devel- 
opment 

She said Microsoft saw an 
advantage to what Andersen 
was doing. “It is great that a 
company can identify exist- 
ing technology and then 
structures itself around it. 

Mr. Andrews of Andersen 
Consulting agreed. “Hist or- 
ically business strstegy h3s sJ- 
ways driven technology, he 
said. “What we are finding is 
that now you see technology 
driving and enabling business 
strategy, and that is a fascin- 
ating new trend.” 
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Composite Index 884.7$ 

Stock Market Index dosed 


11,130.90 11, 14460 -0.04 
2,381.10 2^6551 +OJ55 
%m50 2^236.90 -4.1S 
21,464.73 21 .600.08 -0.63 
1,155.66 1.153.22 *0.21 
L342J50 1,320.86 +1.64 
834.75 884.47 +0.03 
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Very briefly: 


• Indonesia posted a S620.8 million trade surplus in January, 
down from $1 billion in December, as the total value of 
exports and imports feD. 

• Petroliam Nasional Bhd_, the Malaysian state oil company, 
and BASF AG of Germany plan to build a S250 million 
petrochemical plant on Malaysia's East Coast. 

• Hopewell Holdings Ltd. shares rose 3 percent Wednesday, to 
4.85 Hong Kong dollars (62.7 cents;, on signs the debt-ridden 
company was close to finding new investors in its Consolidated 
Real Estate & Transport Aria uniL 

• The Central Bank of the Philippines forecast economic 
growth of between 6.5 percent and 7.5 percent this year, 
contingent on the start of economic reforms. The economy 
grew 5.7 percent last year. 

• Bandai Co. bought a 6.78 percent stake in Nikkodo Co-, a 
karoake systems vendor, for an undisclosed price. 

• Legend Group, the Chinese computer maker, earned 66.92 
million yuan (S8.01 million) last year, up 106 percent from 
1994. the Xinhua news agency reported. Sales rose 135 
percent, to 105.700 units. 

• Thomson Group, a Taiwan developer, confirmed it plans to 

sell its 50 percent stake in a new S 60-million hotel with 
Shanghai New Asia (Group) Co. Bloomberg. Reuters, afp 


Securities One Will Buy First Asia 


Bloomberg Badness Nen-s 

BANGKOK — Securities One PLC. one of Thailand’s 
largest brokerages, said Wednesday it would buy First Asia 
Securities PLC for 6 billion baht ($237.53 million) in stock. 

Securities One said it would swap one of its shares for every 
two First Asia shares and would tender for all of First Asia's 
warrants. Securities One will combine its operations with 
those of First Asia, whose shares would be removed from the 
stock exchange. Finance One PLC. Thailand's largest finance 
company, is the controlling shareholder of both companies. 


Bloomberg Business News 

BOMBAY — India's central bank said Wednesday it would 
free banks to lend an additional 52 billion rupees ($ 1 .53 billion) 
amid complaints from companies about a credit shortage. 

The Reserve Bank of India said it would cut the cash- 
reserve ratio, which is the percentage of deposits banks must 
keep at the central bank, to 13 percent from 14 percent Thai 
increases banks’ lending resources by about 38 billion rupees, 
said C. Rangarajan, the central bank governor. 

The central hank also exempted deposits in nonresident 
accounts from reserve requirements, which will free an ad- 
ditional 14 billion rupees, he said. 
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World Roundup 


Juventus GetsDahlin 

SOCCER Borussia MOnchen- 
gladbach's Swedish striker, Martin 
D ahKn, is moving to Juventus for 
$53 million, the German club an- 
nounced Wednesday. 

The 27-year-old Swedish inter- 
national is the German first divi- 
sion’s leading scorer this season 
with 14 goals. (AFP) 

•The Chelsea striker Marie 
Hughes has been banned for two 
games and fined £1,000 ($1,520) 
by die English Football Associ- 
ation for accumulating 45 discip- 
linary points. (AP) 

Derby Dropouts 

HORSE RACING Two of the 
United States’ ranking 3-year-old 
colts. Cobra King and Ide, have 
been withdrawn from the Kentucky 
Derby with leg injuries. 

“This decision was absolutely 
heart- wrenching,” said Cobra. 
King’s trainer, Mike Puype, who 
speculated that his horse had prob- 
ably strained a tendon during the 
Florida Derby two weeks ago. 

The injury to Ide's right foreleg, 
which he suffered during a workout 
seemed more serious and will re- 
quire a lengthy healing peri- 
od. (NYT) 

Beueriein Changes T eams 

football Steve Beueriein who 
lost his starting job with the Jack- 
sonville Jaguars, agreed Tuesday to 
a contract with the Carolina Pan- 
thers, die NFL's other expansion 
team in 1995. 

Beueriein becomes the third 
quarterback cm the Panthers’ roster, 
joining Kerry Collins and Kelly 
Stauffer- (AP) 

Payday for Atlanta 


Olympics Olympic organizers 
paid Atlanta die first installment of 
$ 1 .9 million for municipal services, 
such as extra police protection and 
garbage collection, that will be 
needed during the Summer Games. 
The signing of die $93 million 
agreement came after more than a 
year of negotiations and some II fc- 
boor haggling over the terms. (AP) 

Swedish Player Injured 

tennis Mikael Tillstrom of 
Sweden suffered a knee injury 
while practicing and will miss hrs 
nation’s Davis Cup match against 
India this weekend. (AP) 


MtUawKbqWRMn 

Sweden’s injured Davis Cup 
team member, Mikael HOstrom. 
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Devils on Thin Ice in Playoff Race 


The Associated Press 

The New York Rangers areplaying 
like they're ready for the playoffs, while 
the New Jersey Devils are figh ting for 
their playoff fives. 

“Losing tonight put us back _. we 
have to tear down, the Devils’ goal- 
tender Martin Brodeur said after a 3-1 
loss Tuesday night to the Rangers. 

It was a costly defeat for the Devils, 
who can’t affixd many more if they hope 

NIU Roundup 

to make the playoffs. If they fell short, 
they would be the first team since the 
1969-70 Montreal Canadians to miss the 
playoffs the year after winning the Cup. 

The Devils remained tied with Tampa 
Bay for the eighth and final playoff spot 
mdte Eastern Conference. They have six 
games left, while the Lightning has sev- 
en. The teams don’t play each other. 

“We hope our playoff experience 
helps us,” said Brodeur, who starred in 
the Devils’ four-game sweep of Detroit 
in the Stanley Cup finals last year. 

Mike Richter Had an outstanding 
night in net for the Rangers, who won 
their third straight after a 2-6-3 slump. 

“Richter played great and stepped 


some tag shots, but we are going to have 
to start burying those shots,” the Dev- 
ils’ coach, Jacques Lemaire, said. “Our 
guys didn’t get going.” 

While the Devils’ playoff chances are 
up in the air, the Rangers are suddenly 
starting to take off. 

One of the reasons has been the return 
of Richter, who is looking like the goal- 
tender who helped the Rangerc win the 
Stanley Cup in 1994. Richter had been 
si de lin e d by a groin injury for mere than 
two months, when he was replaced by 
Glenn Healy. In die five games since his 
return, Richter has won four. 

After Alexei Kovalev scored a 
power-play goal at 530 of the first on a 
hard* shot from the right point, Richter 
held that 1-0 lead through a tough 
second period when the Devils outshot 
the Rangers, 15-7. Then Kovalev gave 
him breathing room with his 22nd goal 
of the season at 430 of the third. 

The Devils made it a cue-goal game 
when Dave Andreychuk scored in front 
at 1338, but Messier scored an empty- 
netter with 12.9 seconds left. 

SbaHise, Rad wings 3 In San Jose, the 
Sharks raided Detroit’s 13-game un- 
beaten streak with a shocking victory. 

Darren Turcotte scored the go-ahead 


goal at 1 :45 of the third period for San 
Jose, which has the worst record in the 
Western Conference. The Red Wings 
have the best record in the National 
Hockey League. 

The Wings, with six games to {day, 
stffl are oq pare to set the NHL record fbr 
victories m a season. They need two to tie 
die mark of 60 set by the Montreal Ca- 
nadiens in the 1976-77 season. 

FlyareB* Mand«* 9 Shjon Fodein and 
Joel Otto scored short-handed goals on 
the same penalty in a 1 :09 span to break 
open a close game. 

Otto scored again in the third period 
mi a shot off an Islanders defenseman as 
die visiting Flyers won their sixth 
straight game. Rod Brind’Amour added 
a third short-harried goal for Phil- 
adelphia at 1332^ 

John T/f!)iHr and Dan Quinn also 
scored fra 1 the Flyers, who dosed within 

the ^ I RSconi in tiw^stouC^fEr- 
ence. 

The Islanders, who have lost 10 in a 
row, got goals from ZignmiriPalfly and 
Patrick Hatley. New York, which has 
scored 14 goals during its slide, hasn’t 
lost tins many consecutive games since a 
12-game slide Nov.22-Dec. 15, 1988. 


A Fight to the Finish 


The Associated Press Grant, a forward, who bad 25 points. 

Miami and Charlotte found them- B******* ' 11 ?* ^ a *’ 

selves in a tie for the East’s eighth and land, California, Sam Mack, had a^ca- 
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Bugs’ Dennis Rodman zapping a 


the Best’s Vachoe Lenard doses ul 


Scoreboard 


Major League Stanihikm 


BoHmoro 

NmrYort 

Tonjoto 

Dcfratt 

Boston 

i 

MB* oukM 

Minnesota 

□evekmd 

KcnmCHr 

CNcngo 

SnoMe 

Texas 

QAtamta 

Oakland 


ustnmsiOH 

W L Pd 61 

1 0 1.000 — 

1 0 ux» - 

1 0 1-000 — 

1 1 .500 VS 

0 1 JJ00 1 

CENTRAL HVHHON 


0 

1-000 

_ 

i 

500 


i 

jno 

1 

i 

-000 

1 

2 

N 

JMO 

1U 

0 

lino 

— 

0 

lino 

U 

1 

jno 

116 


i jn m 


EAaronmoM 

w L PCL SB 
Aflonto 1 0 IDOO - 

New York 1 0 1JM0 — 

Montreal 0 1 J00 1 

PtaBadetoMa 0 I J» 1 

Florida 0 7 JODO 1U 

CENTRAL DniSQN 

Pittsburgh 2 0 1M0 — 

CMcoao 1 0 1-000 H 

andnmM 1 0 1 M 0 M 

Houston T 1 J00 1 

9. Louis' 0 1 D00 1M 

wssrannsnH 

Colorado 1 0 1-000 — 

LosAngsMs 1 l 500 w 

Sen Diego 0 1 M0 1 

Son Francisco 0 T -000 1 

naasrsuMscosu 
AMBUGAN IJMWI 

New York 001 010 032—7 10 0 

OmM 000 000 010-1 4 0 

conn Wkkmon CR. How* CBL Wenetand 
(V) and Gfrnrdfc DeJAorttnez. EntMH DU, 
Wunfc W, A s sereno d ier (9) and 5. Atomor. 
w— Cam, i-o. L-DeJManhuz, 0 - 1 . 
HRs— New York, awoSams (1J, Jeter flJ- 
KmsBdtr oil OH 000—3 S 0 

BatBnora 201 000 01 X— 4 9 0 

AHHr, VMon tf), Magnonfe UJ. T. Ctarfc 


TO and Moeforians Mussina, Ormco TO, 
Mrns 0) and HoOav Zaun TO- 
W— Muselna 14. L— Applet, 0-1. Sv—Myen 
O). 

Mran 421 0H HI— 10 14 0 

HMm es o lB HO 021 200-4 14 1 

Sodawsky, Oslstophei TO, R. Veres TO, B. 
WBIams m and Fk 0 »ty; R a berBaa. 
BenmH CD, Nnutty TO and Myers. 
W-Sodowsky, 14 L-Rotartemv 0-1. 
H R»-OelRA Curt* (1). Minnesota Means 
( 1 ). 

CWeeo* OH «H 000-2 5 1 

SeafOo OH 0M Mn-3 4 2 

Ahmet McObUD TO, L. Tbanas TO. 
Sknas TO and Kstgovtaer HAOiokS, Ayala 
TO, M. Jackson TO, Chariton TO and D. 
WJHctt. W— HBchcock. 14 L — A/vara. 0-1. 
5v — Charlton {11. HR— OdCDga Durtxm 

n>. 

Mi w 4— Oil lu HO— U 22 2 

CnHfarMn AID OSD 021—9 TS 1 

Banes. Wldumlsr TO, QnpenlsrTOkUoyd 
TO and Mdtnny; FMey, EdsnOld (3). 
Behhom Bi), Habermr TO, L&Smflh TO and 
Rrimpas. W-Wkkondei; 14 L-FWiftO- 

1. Hta— MBwaukK tor m, C.1Awghn U). 
CMDa HI. Js-Vatantm n). COBbnda. 
Edmonds m. C Davis HawH fl). 

■wnoNALUAaue 

Ment n w d 001 OH 000-1 7 3 

CMetanB 2H 010 0tx-4 7 ■ 

FbsMRL Manuel TO, Dyer (& ScoH TO, D. 
VOms TO. Dad TO and D. Retttwc 
Schetmft, Puoh TO. Moan TO and J. OOwr. 
W-Sdioumfc 14 L— Faosem 0-1. 
Sv— Moore Cl). 

RtWanA OH HI 003-4 1 « 

FMde OH OIO 000—1 7 2 

Neaokt Cordova (7J, Ltabar as. 

OnfsKamm TO. MiooB TO and Kendo U; 
Bufcetk A. Peno TO and C Johnson. 
W-Ortifcmsen, 14 L-A. Pena w. 
SiH-MtcH n J. Hfts— Pttfsfiuruh, C Garda 
Ul. Canine 0). 

Qdarads 200 OH 030-4 5 « 

PO B od rt ph tn OH OH 102-3 4 ■ 

RttL Rood TO. Munoz (7), Leskanic TO# 
Ruffin (W and Biftc Ponwndet Bariand TO# 
SprinQerTO.W-Hfc.14t romondetO- 
1. HRs— Cotorata, WaSar 0). PModetohfa, 
Dytatra (1), SanHogo (11. 

I m A n g e les 1M OBl 002-4 11 1 

HeostM 001 HI HI -4 14 2 

Vafdet Guthrie TO, Park TO# J-CimwnkKp 
TO and Ptann. OLHemmdB TO: Snhiiol 


Broaal CO# Mormon TO. ToJones TO and 
WUrts. W— TaJooes, 14 L— d.Cnmmtogs, 
M. 

Japanese Leaques 


Kimdsu 
Nippon Ham 
Ortx 
Lode 


Orix S, KlnMsu 1 
Lcite 4. Sabu 0 

Mppan Ham 12 , DaM8 


NBASTAHonoas 


ATUIHT1C DmtMW 

W L 

y-Orianda 54 IS 

New York 42 29 

Miami 37 3S 

Wa shin gto n 33 39 

New Jersey 2B 43 

Boston 28 45 

Philadelphia 14 50 

CENTRAL DIVHKM 
rOdcago 43 8 

Indiana 44 29 

ABonta 41 31 

Oevefcmd 41 a 

DehoO 39 32 

Onrtotte 37 35 

MBwodIh 22 50 

Toronto 19 53 


Pd 6B 
JSO — 
592 11 'A 
514 17 
A S8 21 
594 25U 
■384 2SH 
.194 40 


503 20 
569 22 Ur 
569 2216 
549 24 
514 26U 
-306 41 H 
544 4 M 


W t Pet CB 
*5on Antonio S3 19 jm — 

►Utah 50 22 594 3 

X- Houston 43 29 577 10 

Denver 2 4 51 .22 

Mkmesrda 24 48 533 29 

Deltas 22 51 501 31% 

Vancouver It « .155 dm 

noncnvnoN 

y-Sealtte 57 15 Mt - ■ 


W L T Pd GB 

310 JSO — 
2 1 0 567 19 

2 10 547 14 

2 2 0 500 1 

1 3 0 5 S 0 3 

1 3 0 5 SD 2 


»4-A. Lakers 45 26 534 TUS 

Phoenix 37 35 514 20 

Portland 37 35 514 20 

S acram en to 33 30 565 2316 

Golden Slate 31 42 52S 2M 

LA. COppers 27 41 jn m 

xdbidied playoff spot 

ii ftlnrhail jluLm, 

y-a™cnta amson 

TlilPST'l BHIH 

LA-CRnpen 27 26 19 25 6—103 

Toronto 35 16 36 20 7—106 

LAj Vaught 8-15 3-3 18. Defter* 5-12 55 
19iT:TJMuray11-214^3aCJlDgm9-112* 
B 2a SkiodaBdre 11 -Z7 44 29. 

Rehnuedr La s Angela 66 CVtougM 1-0, 
Toeanta 58 CMBerlS). AsAts-ln Angela 
28 (Dehere 7J, Toronto 30 (Stoadmlm 12). 
OWeogo 24 28 M 32-110 

Atari 23 19 24 26— 93 

C Pfcpen 11-18 9-15 32, Jardcm 1143 M 
3t Mr Mourning 7-12 10-1424, Gating 8-11 
24 IX RefcOMfe— CTdcogo S7 tRodraai IS. 
Mlanri 9 (Mourning 13. Asrists-adcogo 
23 (HorperOLMIaBd 15 (HandawayH. 
Baste* 24 18 28 27—09 

Aflneta 35 2S 25 24—199 

B: Minor W15 0-0 IS, Bams 4-9 1-21% A: 
Loeflaer M2 l-l 19, SraOh 8-16 6-7 22. 
■Mwands-Bomn 49 aJteer 3, Atlanta 47 
(LaMar 13. Assists Boston 16 (Wesley 
4). Ateda 15 (Btoytock ®. 

NeerYM 25 15 26 24-99 

Indiana 22 20 21 21 — 64 

N-V^Masoa M2 5^ 2& Ewing 0-1555 21; 
b McKay 844 2-2 18, Sails M7 46 22. 
M— ta ' No w YM 42 (Mason IQ, 
Indimw 47 (AJXnta 9}.' AssWs— New York 
21 (Haper61, mdtaruZl (Jackson 3. 

I A Interr 26 2V 18 24—97 

□wtotte 21 25 25 24—102 

LA: Uoa End 4-1 33^4 UCltaa&s 14226- 
8 3S; C Rice 10-19 5-5 27, COny M2 2-2 23. 
Ita OB— ta L as Angeles 46 (GribaBa 11), 
CJtarirtto «1 (Patti 14). Assists— Los 
A n gel a 20 (MJetason lOU. Owrtatie 29 
(Anderson 7). 

DeMt U 28 25 17^ *0 

MBwnuk m 31 28 24 30-185 

Or. HB 8-15 8-12 24 H ou ston ima 3-2 7T. 
M: S(dierM3 9-1 4 25, Douglas 6-123-2 19. 
Rek see rir P eliu O 41 (MBta 75. MOmsikee 
49 aJaker9)Jlsslsb—()elmll23 (Daman 7L. 
MOwaMme 26 (RobMon 6 ). 

■fnrnmwM ~ 26 27 » 33 -TM 
DoAaS . . ; » W 22 26-97 . 


ScGranM 1-2035 2S,Ridmiaiid4-ll 7-717; 
D;McCkwd Ml 3626 Jackson 8-185721 
Retoends-Saaomento 52 (SmHh 10 , 
DcAas 56 (WBBams T2J, 
Asststa-Sammianto 23 (Harley 6), DoDa 
24 (Kidd 12). 

Mhmgofa 12 22 20 14—70 

Denser M 2) 23 10- M 

M:GuollaBa5944HRIder6-135717)D: 
D^Hs 6 - 12 1-2 1& MacLean 10-19 44 24. 
R M eueds Min nesota 43, (Garnett ID, 
Denver 48 (Mutomtoo - 18 ). 
A silrt l Mtanesota 13 (Gugflolta. Porter 35, 

Detwerl7(RaM4). 

Seattle 23 21 21 25-100 

Utah 18 28 26 19- 91 

S:5ctinmpfM3M029.Kemp4«MOni 
U: Malone 7-1 7 5-6 20, Honocrt 8-15 1-1 19. 
ffehmieili Smttte49 (Kemp 11), UWh JR 
(Benoit 71. Assbta-Sealde 22 OPeytorr 9»# 
Utah 26 (Stockton 13). 

Sa Aateaie 26 27 27 24-704 

noeata 27 21 28 33-111 

SJLtEOtalt 8-1614 19, Robtason 10-168-12 
28; P: FUeyM9B-T226 Boridey M5942A 
WJ*enon 7-12 3-6 22. RefeeuMb-to> 
Antonio 41 (RoMrsob 11L Phoenix 56 
UWtaams 121. Assisls— San Antonia 31 
(AJMmsmi 17), Pboenbc 23 (KJaitnson 12). 
Voncca vu 16 28 25 24— 85 

PerHad 29 31 22 19— 1M 

Vi Reeves 6-13 1-2 13, Anthony 6-1024 Mf 
P: CRohtason 7-14 M19, McHe 7-1023 17. 
OeOentuli Vlwnvnnir 42 (riranT 8L 
Paritand 62 (Sabot* 130, 
Assists— Vancouver 19 (Aaltnny «. 
Portland 26 CSMddond 10). 

Houston 22 29 31 30-111 

CeMa Stole . 25 28 24 -29— let 
K:B>yan».132BiaMadMOTOU-133taGc 
JJnria 8-14 24 18 Armstrong 7-13 M 23. 
RsBends-Hwstan 46 (Hour 131# GaMen 
Stale 48 (WHs IS. As*HH— Houston 27 
(Heny «# Ggkfci State 22 (Kertoy, 
Armstrong, Cola 9. . 


NHLStandimO* 


XTLAKne ervtstow 

W L T to w -61 
*PM«tafcttfa <1 HD- «K4 W* 


N.Y. Rangers 

rTmfrtn 

rwnua 
Washington 
Hew Jency- 
Tampa Bay 
M.Y. tatandm 


y-Pftsburoh 

Motriral 

Boston 

Hartford 


y-OeOoR 
sCMcngo 
S t Louis 
Toronto 


y-cakinsto 

.Vaneuava 

Celgmy 


40 21 U 94 K9 211 
39 28 9 87 243 218 
36 29 11 83 215 189 
34 30 12 H 199 184 
34 29 12 80 220 231 

20 40 8 48 209 299 




46 26 4 96 340 261 

39 30 S 86 252 222 

36 30 10 CH2 » 

31 35 9 71 221 238 

29 40 7 65 230 246 

15 56 5 35 171 271 


W L T Pie CP GA 
58 13 5 121 3H 170 
38 26 12 08 254 2H 

31 31 14 76 205 230 

31 94 12 74 229 237 
33 31 5. 71 257 272 
24 38 13 61 210 2S 

arcamewH - 
43 23 10 96 300 222 

30 33 15 75 266 270 

31 34 11 73 222 222 

30 39 B 60 229 205 
30 38 7 67 211 230 
22 38 17 61 230 285 
-19 51 7 45 241 332 


-ILY. tta ders - 11 0-2 

fbstPtotoA New York. PatfTr* (Gmen) 
(pp). 1 P-LeCkrir 40 (Haweedaild. Seceari 
Petto* New Yhrtt, Ptafley-8 (Kapandih, 
Hendric tao n). 4. P-Outan 13 (BriatAiMUt 

Destat*sJJLP4HKtatal6W0.ilM)ltall 
{BrindAnHW Destanfins] wo. TkW 
Pertak P-0 «d 12 (Droce, FMootd. 8. P- 
EWMAntoW 23 ( D i tt o mi ni , Kfa» WO. 
Sbetaeo feat P-1W>*-36 New YbrkM- 
•8—18. Cocribs: . P-Snow. Nor York, 
tSodenkmitrPldMnd. * - 
-New Jersey 0(1—1 

N.Y. Ragws . 10 3-3 

Heel period: New York, Kanin a 

(Lee92kDrtwr) (f^).Seceed Pwtodl Hone. 

Third Period: New Yort, Kontor 22 
(VtotrottL RobBoOM) (p«. 3, HJr. 
AiMnyi3nA24 rattWK, QHpmtTO. 6. Hew 


Yortg Messier 47 (Graves, KunO ttf0.5heta 
a gad: KJ.- 11-15-1 2-38. Hesr YorkT3-7- 
12-31. G ee Be t t KJ-'BrDdeiic New Yack, 
Rfcfdec 

DeMt 12 0-3 

5hn Jew '12 3—4 

First Petted; D-KPnstanfcm 14. (FeHsae, - 
Larionov). 2 S-LCUkun 6 (Peritonea 
Throttle). S econd JPtotods -D-Draper -j 
(UvaHe, Kan s kodltn w ) aa.6.&-Tdyterl1 
(Fedorov) <*). V O^Bafcar X!L 6^SJ#- 
Nekm 32 CFtactne, Frtesei) (pp). nerd 
PerierfcSJ#- p 11ncttie2B(Fcttoaa Pritown). 
a-BJ#- nmen 15 awaa WWtoer). 9.5J.. 
Baker 16, Orisen). Skats en ge*o- 17 ^ 3 - 
n—a. 5J-- 4-15-10— 29. BeaQlr D- 
Osgood.SJ.-MML .. •. ■*Tl . • 


Baym MattcO 2 Barctt 0 H 2 

Scorers: Bayern — MarcttWBerttkTOUd 
rahmM,MeninetSd»)H57m): BarottoDa— 
Oscar Garota OSH), GBearghe HogT(77t«, 
Sbvle Pragee % Clrendlet Qierleea 1 
Scorer— Qhrbtapto Dugrerym). 

PC SL Paul 2, BayarLmertann 1 


CRICKET 


tncSo toning*: 199 aB air (454 avert) 
Sd Cotta Innings: 187i*our (48.T). 
Resttl: ladta wan fay 32 runs. 


RUGBY 


• WBfiEaiursKsULTC 
Wofctto26 Ausfcf^wCapOD^Tenttory 18 
OwMialaad 36 Western PtovOwe 26 
Canterbury Ul Nertbare Thnwimdl 34 


8MIIOHM.LEAOUC 

«wmaAL-Ck*ad P MB* Dyer off 
. wahes ftem PKttwglL . . . 

NnMHM. BASKEIBAU. AOSOCWIIOW 
nawTOH— stgnad GTcucy Moore tor flw 


Borussia Dortmund 51# tAoandwngtocflMch 
4L VB S»iltfaiU^5dN|teK.HttnlMOfer. 
5V34SC Rttbarg 32 Boyer LamrttBSanSl# 
Hango Rostock 36 Kortsnutiar SC. 30. .1860 
Mujddi 30, WBdB Bremen 30 PC St PgM 
29, Stotnrdd. Ronktort 26 FOrKMo JJvee- - 

«eMort !26 PCOttorooM FCKrisatsfauteni 
24KFCUenflngeul7. 


MMMBon-PtooedffDarrfUe Martin on 
h*wd fct Acrivatod G-F Doug West and C 
Andrae Long been todnedOsL - 
«*me-Art*med or VHtoeat Askew 
j^»tal«d «st PtocwfcF Sberel PM on 


Twente Ensdied» 2 , WMem-U Hbrnffl. 
OTunnaoe Ajax AaalarlamS? potafeu 

P^EindhoHm66 r oiWiBordaBBtt il omsa 
NAC Breda 46 Spate RtttenkmAKTtaeote 

EnscAed* «. Rodo JC KerkmtelA VBuse; 
Arnhem 43. H e ci e nveim 43, Gnmlogen 4ft 


"*™«A»-«XnrBAU. LEAOOB 

i^lSESSr 1 " * 

0 *ri irtn ~ pro flnnfii on i^i 

.“■ ^^^ S£?ded^3S£. 

Attttdfaterae lttflt TE Adrian Cbopor. 


NAnOrtWHOCKOrLSAQUE 

_HHL--Su«pcaded Anotutm RW Todd 


tang SOtarda o« Graotedigp DoeBoctiem 
22 Go AhcwtEogtes Deve n ter atAfthwdmif 
ZL NGCNQmaoen 19. Utred|T 17. 


ipLOTgarDaorSon Jose-Sos- 

asf®* 


' Z ,% *. ~ tr- ?T»s*ra 
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SPORTS 



Rabid Wildcat Fans? 


New Y ork Titties Service 

E ast Rutherford, New 

5*®-? 7L Pnxa easter a 

oags of Pjppa Passes to fee 
w«tem lowlands ofMonkeys 
cyewcw, Kentuckians will be review- 
ing the tape of Monday night’s 76-67 
TOW J iV *f SyrainKe for the national 


— “ wmmpionsnip. 

Just because Kennicky won. does not 
mran tte legion of assistant coaches 
win not “break down’ • eachplay and 
a critique to coach Rick Pitino, 
Tne tone of these reports win be de- 
by die winning margin, what 
'W'rtn Kentucky having wailed 18 years 
smee the last championship — far too 
long as far as Wildcat fans are con- 
cerned. 

Of course, Syracuse has been wait- 
ing 58 years, along with the vast ma- 
jority of die citadels of higher edu- 
. cation that have never wot the 
tournament. However, tens of thou- 
sands of people in the snow belt of 
V iqwtate New York think Jim Boehdm 
* should have won one or two by now, 
includi n g the Keith Smart dagger- in- 
the-heart from Indiana in 1987T" 7 

Kentucky made a lengthy high ti ght 
film's worth of hasty, forced shots, 
which Pi tin o will hear about from his 
players, but Kentucky’s sheer ability 
saved it time and again. 

Technically, New York and Ken- 
tucky are linked by the Appalachian 
Mountains as well as die-hards who 
parade around in ludicrous orange 
outfits (Syracuse) or gaudy blue garb 
(Kentucky) and who insist their coach 
is just about the biggest blockhead in 
the business. 

Take it from somebody who has 
affinity for both regions, die rabidity 
is far greater in the commonwealth of 
Kentucky. When the Lexington Her- 
ald-Leader exposed a ton of violations 
in the basketball program a decade 
ago, denizens of the Blnegrass State 
. shot out as many paper boxes as they 
could spot These people arc serious. 

Kentucky loyalty is so extreme that 


The Associated Press 

LEXINGTON, Kentucky — Cam- 
era bulbs exploded and the booming 
strains of the band were drowned out . 
as thousands, of fans dressed in blue 
welcomed Kentucky's NCAAcham- 
Ipionshrp basketball team at Rupp 
Arena ; - - — ’• — — 

Fans lined up outside Kentucky's 
home court early Tuesday morning to 
snatch up more than 23,000 tickets 
given away for the pep rally to honor 
the Wildcats. . 

By noon, die tickets were gone, and 
all that remained was the wait. 

Finally, at about 7:40 P.M.. the 
Wildcats, aboard a glimmering bus, 
were led by police escort through a 
tunnel at the north end of die arena. 
The jubilant, overflowing crowd 
burst into an ovarian that lasted sev- 
eral minutes. 

Coach Rick Pirino waved to die 
crowd as be stepped off the bus. Marie 
Pope, carrying toe championship 
trophy in one hand and taping the 
crowd with a video camera in the 
other, led the players onto the floor. 


■ Pitmo, himself in the upper quadrant 
. of compulsive .coaches* rhinkg Ken- 
tuckians should take a chill pill. While 
waiting to sec if his team could satisfy 
expectations Monday night, Pirino 
tofd of a few outstanding wackos who 
follow his team. 

There is the doctor who sent Ktina 
a Fed Ex package with technical com- 

■ mentary about Kentucky's' tenden- 
cies. (Sending express mail has been a 
touchy subject ever since the Eddie 
Sutton regime when an envelope full 
of $100 bills tore open, exposing a 
few mdiscretioas in the recruiting 
program and plunging Kentucky into 

. a gloom that Pitino lilted.) 

Anyway, the doctor Hsted six glar- 
ing flaws — - too many 3-point wits, 
bad rebounds passes, whatever. 
Pirino sent the doctor a return letter 
saying he wanted to discuss the doc- 
tor’s use of the scalpeL his anesthesia 
problems, his billing habits, etc. 

“I sent it by FedEx, too," Pitino 
said with a grin. 

Another man in eastern Kentucky, 
the hilly coal-mining region where 
passions run deep, wrote to Pirino that 
he analyzed each game fi l m three 
times, a total of nine hours. 

Pitino — who spent two and a half 
hoars on his wedding night interview- 
ing for a job with Boebeun — thought 
this fan was overdoing it a little, so 
Pirino told him: "Look, here’s what 
you do. You put the kids to sleep 
early. You turn down the lights. You 
put on a Sinatra record. You open a 
bottle of red wine. And you cuddle 
wife your wife." Pitino promised fee 
man it would be better than breaking 
down game films. 

The man called Pitmo back and said 
he had followed fee instructions — 

. * ‘But after half an hour of cuddling, he 
couldn't resist, and be went and put on 
a tape of a Kentucky game," Pitino 
said, shaking his head. 

This time, most Wildcats fans will 
be happy with the result — until they 
find the occasional mistakes on tape. 


omecoming 


Most of fee players were clad in 
championship T-shirts and baseball 





Reds Defeat Expos 
As Sabo Drives In 
3 Runs in Opener 




'Ll- T.tr £- r IXli* 

President Clinton getting set to fire the first pitch in the Orioles’ opener against the Royals. 

Fielder Finally Gets Stolen Base 


’ Kentucky's governor, Paul Patton, 
Lexington’s mayor, Pam Miller, and 
the . university president. Charles 
Wedungtan, spoke briefly before the 
.athletics director,- C.M, Newton, -in- 
troduced Pirino. Pirino, who was a 
litfle hoarse, received a minute-long 
standing ovation. _ 

Pitino said he had spent fee season 
trying to think of a nickname for his 
team and. noted the players had 
learned their lessons from their losses 
.to North Carolina last yew and this 
season to Massachusetts and Missis- 
sippi State. 

* ‘Not only do they leam, evety time 
they did team those lessons, they be- 
came untouchable to beat," Pitino 
said “So I thought we’d call this 
team The.Umouchables." 

After Pirino introduced the players, 
fee school’s sixth NCAA champion- 
ship banner was rased to fee ceiling 
of Rupp Arena as a recording of “ We 
Are fee Champions” was played. 


The Associated Press 

Cecil Fielder knew this night would come. He 
just didn’t think it would 1 1 years. 

The Detroit Tigers slugger stole fee first base of 
his career in a 10-6 victory over fee Minnesota 
Twins.- 

“I told you I’d get it before I retired," Fielder 
said. “I’m through now." 

fielder, playing in his 1,097th game Tuesday . 
walked leading off the ninth and was running on a 
full-count pitch to Melvin Nieves wife one ouL He 
got a good jump as pitcher Dan Naulty seemed to 
ignore him. and after Nieves struck out swinging. 
Greg Myers’ throw was right of fee hag. The ball 
popped out of shortstop Pat Meares* glove as 
fielder slid in. 

fielder, who lost some weight during fee off- 
season and is listed at 2S0pounds ( 1 13 kilograms), 
got a standing ovation from the crowd of 20,164, 
taking off his helmet and waving as be stood at 
second.- The second base umpire, Tim Tschida. 
told fielder to stop fee game and take the base, but 
Fielder waited until fee game was over. 

“The crowd got a kick out of it," Fielder said. 
“It was cool. A standing-O.” 

fielder, who has 249 career borne runs, is 1 -for- 
8 in two games without an RBI, and is O-for-6 with 
runners on base. 

Nieves got the big hit for the Tigers, a three-run 
double in fee first inning. Chad Curtis homered and 
drove in three runs, and Alan Trammell hit a pair of 
RBI singles. 

Meares homered, tripled, doubled and drove in a 
career-high four runs for fee Twins. 

Y tn ktw 7, h J— i rat David Cone shut down 
Cleveland’s big hitters, allowing only two hits and 
worked around six walks in seven scoreless in- 
nings. Dennis Martinez lost in his ninth straight 
opening-day start — six wife Montreal and three 
wife fee Indians. . 

Derek Jeter became the first Yankees rookie to 
homer on opening day since Jerry Kenney in 1969. 


Bemie Williams also homered as New York won 
its fifth straight season opener. 

Oriol e* 4, Royals 2 Cal Ripken helped President 
Bill Clinton wife his pitching, then helped Bal- 
timore win its opener wife his hitting. 

Ripken, who noticed that Clinton bounced his 
ceremonial first pitch last year at Camden Yards, 

AL Roundup 

provided a tip feat resulted in the president throw- 
ing it home on a fly this time. Ripken suggested 
that Clinton should throw from fee mound rather 
than in front of it. 

Ripken drove in three runs with a pair of bloop 
hits. Roberto Alomar doubled in his first at-hat for 
the Orioles, winners in Manager Davey Johnson's 
debut 

Bmnn 15, Angais 9 Jose Valentin and Chuck 
Carr highlighted Milwaukee's 22-hit four-homer 
spree that spoiled California’s opener. Valentin and 
Cair each homered and had four hits. Greg Vaughn 
and Jeff Cirillo also connected as Milwaukee 
matched its highest-scoring game of 1995. 

Jim Edmonds hit a grand slam and Chili Davis 
and Jack Howell also homered for California. Four 
Brewers batters were hit by pitches, and fee 
benches emptied after Vaughn was hit in fee 
eighth. Kevin Wickander, fee winning pitcher, was 
ejected when he threw inside on California’s Gar- 
ret Anderson wife his fust pitch in fee eighfe- 

Ma rf nwi 3, Whit* Sex 2 Sterling Hitchcock made 
a good impression on fee Kingdome fans, pitching 
seven strong innings to win his Seattle debut Hitch- 
cock, obtained in fee December trade that semTino 
Martinez to fee Yankees, allowed only four hits. 

All of fee runs were scored in the third inning. Ray 
Durham, who went 2-for-2 wife a pair of walks, hh 
a two-run homer for the White Sox. who lost 3-2 to 
the Mariners for the second straight game. Luis Sojo, 
who made the defensive play of fee game at second 
base, hit a three-run double for the Mariners. 


The AtsiviaieJ Press 

Chris Sabo returned to 
Riverfront Stadium for the 
first time in three years and 
drove in three runs Tuesday, 
leading the Cincinnati Reds 

NL Roundup 

10 a 4-1 victory over the 
Montreal Expos in the 
makeup of a tragic opener. 

The game was postponed a 
day after umpire John McSh- 
eny collapsed behind home 
plate Monday and died at a 
hospital. 

The fans held up signs hon- 
oring McSherry and gave fee 
umpiring crew a standing 
ovation when it took the field. 
“That was very nice." the 
home plate umpire. Jeny 
Crawford, said. 

The Hamilton County cor- 
oner’s office performed an 
autopsy Tuesday and found 
that McSherry, 51. suffered 
from severe heart disease feat 
caused his death, 

Sabo, a favorite in Cincin- 
nati before he left as a free 
agent in 1 993, got fee fans into 
the game by delivering in his 
first three ai-bacs. He singled 
home a run in the first, walked 
in fee third, then doubled 
home a run in the fifth. 

The 34-year-old third base- 
man completed the day by 
getting hit on fee forearm wife 
the bases loaded in the eighth, 
driving in fee final run. 

Fete Schourek, the winner, 
gave up one run over five 
innings. 

Tim Pugh allowed one hit 
over three innin gs, and Marcus 
Moore pitched fee ninth for his 
first major-league save. 

Once fee game started, the 
players were able to forget 
about the umpire's death. 

“When you dive in the 
ocean, you've got to swim,” 
the Expos' manager, Felipe 
Alou, said. "Once they said 
play ball, to me it was nor- 
mal." 

“There was some adren- 
alin lost yesterday, things like 
feat. I thought about McSh- 


eny a few times during the 
same, but there was not a 
whole lot of time to think 
about what was going on out- 
side of the game today.*' 

Sabo, a former Red trying 
to come back from chronic 
back problems, wasn't in fee 
lineup Monday because right- 
hander Pedro Maninez was 
scheduled to start. 

Alou decided to go with 
left-handed Jeff Fasscro in 
fee makeup, giving Sabo a 
start at third base. 

Pirates 4, Marlins 1 Carlos 
Garcia hit a three-run homer 
wife two outs in fee ninth 
inning, lifting Pittsburgh over 
Florida. 

Alejandro Pena <0-11 re- 
tired the first baner in the 
Pittsburgh ninth, but Jeff 
King reached on an ercor by 
shortstop Kurt Abbott. Wife 
two outs. Jay Bel! doubled 
and Garcia followed by hit- 
ting a 2-2 pitch over the left- 
field wall. 

All four of the Pirates’ runs 
were unearned. 

Astros 5, Dodgers 4 Derek. 

Bell singled home the winning 
run in the ninth in Houston, his 
third hit of fee game. 

The Astros, who lost its 
season opener to Los 
Angeles, failed to hold a two- 
run lead in fee ninth, when 
Los Angeles tied the score, 4- 
4, against Todd Jones < 1-0). 

Brian Hunter led off the 
bottom half wife a single off 
John Cummings (0-1). Craig 
Biggio sacrificed and Jeff 
Bagwell was intentionally 
walked. Bell then lined a 
single into left field, and Ro- 
ger Cedeno’s throw to the 
plate was wide. 

Rockies 5, Phffles 3 Laity 

Walker hit a two-run homer in 
the first inning to lead Col- 
orado. 

Winner Kevin Ritz allowed 
one hit in 514 innings for fee 
Rockies. For fee Phillies. 
Lenny Dykstra homered in 
fee seventh and Benito San- 
tiago homered in the ninth. 

Sid Fernandez was fee los- 
ing pitcher. 


Salaries Bounce Back 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Baseball 
salaries are nearly back to the 
level before fee 232-day 
strike in 1994. and Cecil 
Fielder of fee Detroit Tigers 
again is fee highest-paid play- 
er at $9.2 million. 

The average salary was 
$1,176,967 on opening day, 
according to a study released 
Tuesday by The Associated 
Press, an increase of 9.9 per- 
cent from opening day last 
year, when fee average was 
$1,071,029. 

Before the strike, the av- 
erage was just 1 percent high- 
er than this season's average. 

The total payroll was 


$902.26 million. 1.1 percent 
higher than the $892.15 mil- 
lion total at fee start of the 1995 
season. 

The New York Yankees 
had the highest payroll at 
$52.9 million, followed by 
Baltimore at $49.4 million. 
Atlanta at $47.9 million and 
Cleveland 3t $46.2 million, 
up from $35.1 million. The 
Indians already have sold 
every available seal for home 
games this season. 

Montreal had fee lowest 
payroll at $15.4 million. Oth- 
ers near fee bottom were Kan- 
sas City at $18 3 million and 
Oakland at $19.4 million, a 
decrease from $35.9 million. 
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The Pothole Capital 


U.S. Publisher Assailed for Revisionist History 


W ASHINGTON — 

Washington has iusthad 


VV Washington has just had 
its worst winter in a century. 
The good news about this is 
that we are once again the 
pothole capital 
of the world, a 
title we lost to 
Buffalo, New 
York, in 1983. 

What does ir 
take to win the 
“Hole in One*' 

Cup? 

Bad weatfa- D , , . 

er. rock salt Buchwald 

and a ‘'can-do” mayor. 

Although the American 
people are always complain- 
ing about what goes on inside 
the Capital Beltway, we are 
still envied for our potholes. 
Many of them are so large that 
an aircraft can disappear into 
one and never be heard of 


again 

During the Cold War the 
Soviets always suspected that 
our potholes were missile 
sites and accused us of vi- 
olating the SALT agreement 
After we permitted them to 
'inspect our roads, they agreed 
that die only threat the 
potholes posed was to mo- 
torists in the District of 
Columbia. 


for insisting that they be dis- 
tributed ail over town. The 
mayor feels that the holes are 
a good investment because 
they encourage tourism. Vis- 
itors from all over the country 
come here and then go back 
home to try to replicate the 
holes — which is impossible. 

Hie custodian of Washing- 
ton potholes, who makes sure 
that they are never filled, is 
Timothy Maybank. He told 
me, “Our Founding Fathers 
were familiar with potholes 
and knew that the country 
could not survive without 
them. They used the ones in 
Philadelphia as a model while 
drawing up plans for the 
streets in D.C. When the cap- 
ital was moved here, horses 
and wagons Grom Wilming- 
ton. Delaware, were pur- 
posely imported to create the 
holes, and many from that 
period still exist Some are 
even designated as national 
monuments.” 

To honor the occasion, 
each spring Washington 
holds a National Pothole Day 
when eight-wheelers from all 
over the United States des- 
cend on the city. Than are 
prizes for the widest hole, the 
longest one and the grand 
trophy for the “Pothole of the 
Year.” 


By Marc Fisher 

Washington Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — When he 
decided to publish David 
Irving's biography of Nazi propa- 
ganda overlord Joseph Goebbels, 


ganda overlord Joseph Goebbels, 
Sl Martin's Press publisher 
Thomas Dunne says, he had no idea 
that Irving is one of the world’s 
most prominent deniers of the 
Holocaust 

Nor did he know that advance 
reviewers — famous for their 
gentle notices — would denounce 
the book as “scurrilously mislead- 


The Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B’rith wrote to St Martin's 
expressing astonishment that “an 
institution of your prominence will 
publish and promote as serious 
scholarship” a work by Irving. 

“In the Passover Hagadah, it 
says in every generation there are 
those who rase up to destroy us,” 
said Deborah Lxpstadt, professor 
of Jewish and Holocaust studies at 


Emory University and author of 
“Denying the Holocaust: The 
Growing Assault on Truth and 


ing” (Kirkus Reviews) and “ re- 
pellent” (Publishers Weekly). Or 


Memory." “David Irving is not 
physically destroying us, but is 
trying to destroy the memory of 
those who have already perished at 
the hands of tyrants.” 

Sl Martin’s agreed to publish 
“Goebbels” only after several 
other companies rejected the 
manuscript “I would say half the 
editors I discussed this project 
with rejected it without even read- 
ing it/’ said Irving’s agent, Ed 
Novak. “They said, ‘I’m not in- 
terested in reading something by 

him .’ ” 

This publisher had no such com- 
punction, Novak said. “SL Mar- 
tin’s saw this as a good book by an 
author with a good sales record. 
They thought they could make 
some money off it, and. Pm pretty 
sure they will.” Novak would not 
disclose what SL Martin’s paid 
Irving, but said he “gets more for 
the kind of books he writes than 
most historians.” 

Dunne stands by his decision to 
print the biography. 

“I have been told in recent 
weeks, that Mr. Irving is at the 
center of much controversy of late 
and has been accused — and I do 
not know if this is true or not — of 
denying the Holocaust,” Dunne 
wrote in a press release. “Joseph 
Goebbels is doubtless laughing in 
belL He, after all, was the man who 
loved nothing better than burning 
books, threatening publishers, 
suppressing ideas, and judging die 
merits of ideas based not on their 
content but by their author's racial, 
ethnic, or political purity. That is 
indeed a sad irony.’ ’ 


When word was leaked 
that Washington had regained 
the “Hole in One* * title, some 
taxpayers asked, “When the 
city is supposed to be prac- 
ticing fiscal restraint why is it 
constructing new potholes?” 
The answer to mis is our 
potholes do not cost one cent 
They are created free by out- 
of-town heavy trucks, buses 
and automobiles. The drivers 
donated their services. Some 
even dug the holes all night 
long in the freezing cold. 

Our beloved mayor, Mari- 
on Bany. gets credit for not 
only ensuring dial the city was 
weU supplied with holes but 


The day is sponsored by the 
vehicle body and repair in- 
dustry. which offers to tow 
away, without charge, any 
conveyance that has had its 
underside damaged beyond re- 
pair. 

As I write this, hundreds of 
vehicles are being swallowed 
up by Washington roads. Are 
we upset over this? Hardly. 
Every morning we wake up 
and say, “Thank you. Mayor 
Barry. Just point our wheels 
in die right direction. We 
either sink or swim with 
you.” 


peUent" (Publishers Weekly). Or 
that best-selling author Jonathan 
Kellerman would be so repulsed by 
Sl Martin’s decision that he’d in- 
struct the publisher not to seek en- 
dorsement blurbs from him any- 
more. 

Some historians and fellow pub- 
lishers scoff at the notion that SL 

Martin ’s, which annuall y publis hes 

630 books on a broad range of 
topics, could have been ignorant of 
Irving’s politics. Irving — who 
routinely refers to the Holocaust as 
a “hoax" — is a hero to neo-Naas 
worldwide. His speeches spark 
demonstrations that attract wide- 
spread news coverage; his legal 
rattles are equally infamous. 

Irving, who is English, has been 
banned from Germany, Australia 
and Panada In Germany, be has 
been convicted of incitement to 
race hatred, libel and defamation of 
the memory of die dead — a law 
prohibiting denial of the HolocausL 
In Britain, he has denounced black 
participation in cricket leagues and 
called for "the destruction of the 
state of Israel.” 

But while Irving, who calls him- 
self a "moderate fascist,” is a pari- 
ah among historians, he remains a 
star on the Holocaust denial lecture 
circuit There, he rails against Jews 
and the truth of the Nazi genocide, 
calling it a “blood lie.” He argues 
that there were never gas chambers 
at Auschwitz; instead, he says, they 
were built after the war by Poland 
as a “tourist attraction.” 



/ 

itor in chief of the Military Book' 
Club, which will send “Goeb- 
bels” to its members as a main 
selection later tins spring, defends 
the book as a “very strong work of 
history,” according to Stuart Ap- 
plebanm. spokesman for the club 
and its parent. Doubleday Direct 
Inc. 

Unlike Dunne, Stephenson was 
fully aware of Irving’s politics 
when he read the book, Apple- 
baum said. “He certainly judged 
the Goebbels book on- what he 
read, not on Mr. Irving’s repu- 
tation. If be saw any effort at a 
propaganda job, selling Goebbels 
as a beneficent figure in history, 
Mr. Stephenson would have re- 
jected the book outright.” 

Reviewers and historians say 
that for all of Irving’s criticism of 
Goebbels, the book also, contains 


considerable sympathy for the 
Nazi cause. And it uses Goebbels ’s 


David Irving is the first author with access to Goebbeis’s diaries. 


Dunne contends that publishers 


ought not consider the “loyalties, 
politics or personal lives” of their 


politics or personal lives” of their 
authors. But many historians out- 
raged at the scheduled May pub- 
lication of “Goebbels” say a pub- 
lisher indeed should care who 
writes books. 

“They say they don’t publish 
reputations, they publish books,” 
Lipstadt said. “But would they 
publish a book by Jeffrey Dahmer 
on man-boy relationships? Of 
course the reputation of the author 
counts. And no legitimate histor- 


ian takes David Irving’s work ser- 
iously.” 

Novak, Irving's agent, dis- 
misses the idea that by printing a 
book, a publisher vouches for the 
author's credibility. “When Little, 
Brown published OJ. Simpson’s 
book last year, that argument went 
oat the door,” Novak said. 

In defense of the Goebbels bio- 
graphy, Dunne said Irving’s de- 
piction of Hitler's propaganda 
minis ter shows him to be “evil, 
Satanic, monstrous.” 

And Michael Stephenson, ed- 


Nazi cause. And it uses Goebbels ’s 
anti -Semitism and open endorse- 
ment of brutality to. advance 
Irving’s view of Hitter as an in- 
effectual leader who had to be 
prodded into genocide. 

The. unidentified reviewer who 
wrote Publishers Weekly’s scath- ■ 
ing notice said Irving uses “pe- 
joratives to sustain the illusion of 
objectivity” about Goebbels, “yet 
suggests that the admittedly bad 
man hart a cause not entirely bad in \ 
itself.” f 

Irving is the first author to gain 
access to the 75,000 pages of 
Goebbels’s diaries, which lay un- 
touched in the Red Anny’s 
archives in Moscow until the rail 

of C QnyfRufiiflR- 

At Knkns Reviews, -another 
magazine that evaluates books for 
booksellers and libraries, the re- 
viewer concluded that Irving's 
“twisted interpretations” ; along 
with “some selective omissions, 
obscures the truth.”’ 

. ‘‘Neither the broad. . German 

S blic nor their Fuehrer shared 
>ebbels’s, satanic antisemit- 
ism,” Irving wrote.. That is die 
message Irving has been preaching 
for two decades in books and lec- 
tures. 


WEATHER 


PEOPLE 


Forecast for Friday through Suiday, aa provided by AccuWeather. Asia 
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C ALL it a victory for cultural 
portion, but London fans of , 


im a ao aw My I 
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L®Hn America 


North America 


U ro w aa onaMy cold In New 
York Ctty and Washington, 
D.C., through the weekend 


D.C., through the weekend 
with soma rain or snow. 
There n a risk of a major 
storm. This storm could 
also blanket Toronto, 
Ctoniand. Pittsburgh and 
even Chicago. In contrast, 
the West Coast will ba 
naMy dry and W8im. 


Europe 

Mainly dry weather wilt 
continue across northern 
Europe including London, 
Paris and Amsterdam 
through the weekend. 
Madrid and Lisbon wfl be 
dry while Rome and 
Athens have some rain. 
The MMdle East wfl be hat 
and mainly dry Friday, fan 
cooler wot some showers 
over the weekend. 


Asia 

Rain In Seoul, Shanghai 
and Beijing on Friday wfl 
be followed by brisk, chOy 
and mainly dry waather 
this weekend. Tokyo will 
have dry weather an Fri- 
day. then a bold of show- 
era this weekend. Hong 
Kong will be warm and 
muggy wkh a tew showers. 
Singapore wttl be hot and 
hianld. 
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22771 1366* 2S/77 1762 s 
2862 11621 34/93 18784 s 


7Mey 

Hkjb LowW 
OF OF 
1569 9748 C 
2760 1661 I 


Mgh LowW 
OF OF 
1864 1365 pc 
2862 17182 a 
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portion, but London fans of Jim! 
Hendrix, the 1960s rock guitarist and 
composer of “Purple Haze” and “Foxy 
Lady” who died of a drug overdose, are 
miffed dial there won't be a plaque in his 
honor at 23 Brook Street in London 
where be lived briefly. Instead, 
£500,000 ($750,000) in funding is going 
to establish a museum to another mu-' 
sician who lived at 25 Brook Street: 
George Frideric Handel, composer of 
“The Messiah” and “Water Music." 
“I detect a certain musical snobbery 
here," said Neil Storey, spokesman for 
Hendrix's estate. Stanley Sadie of the 
Handel House Trust said “a plaque to 
Hendrix would be quite inappropriate.” 
Hendrix himself once addressed die 
matter of his neighbor, two centuries 
removed: “I haven’t heard much of the 
fellow's stuff. ButldigabitofBachnow 



24/75 BMSa 
23773 10601 


2760 11/52S 
24776 1467 s 


21/70 12*53 i 34/75 1U52 a 
22/71 BUSpe 26779 1162s 


Oceania 


3463 1263 S 407104 1661 a 
38797 1864 s 3361 17621 


3263 25777 pc 3168 2679 pc 
21/70 14671 23773 1467 1 


I960 14/577 
22771 IS61S 


I960 12*53 pe 
23*73 1568 pc 
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WEEKEND SKI REPORT 


Resort L U 

Als tons 

Pas de la Casa 120 200 
SoMbu SO 190 


Mtn. Res. Snow Lost 
Pistes Pistes Slots Scow 


F» Opan Spring 2W Mycper, moot pfcus snjbyafifa 
FslT Own Spring 1M h*y npwi, girt upregaTang 


Rasort 

CenHnia 

Cortina 

Courmaysur 

LMgno 


Depth Mtn. Rea. Snow Lost 
L U Pistes PUas SUB Snoot 


110 330 Good Open Wo 3M 24/2S fits epen, gnat anWu 

5 00 Fair Worn tar JW mat Bs open, baton 

20 160 Fair Ckaad V* 314 2h2S»iqNnkgraBt6JBttrii 

30 B5 Fair Warn liar 2*4 2StX Bis open, matt pisa* good 


Hbitertux 

Ktatjuhat 

Lech 

Obergurgl 

Saafcach 

Schladmlng 

Sl Anton 


Good Opan War 36 41 Ua opan, <*** tops 

Good Opan Ur 3*4 18 Mi open. great gtaoar aUhg 

Fair Opm Var 3*4 4464 Us opan, tab 6 aUufc 

Good Opm PM 3*4 of 34 Ms qpm Auft PM to onftr 

Good Opm PM 3*4 af Bbrfmpai* 11 paat shape 

Fair Opm Var 3*4 5W3 Ms open Irapmwddifcg 

Far nom tar 3*4 at Ms opm. good above nwistaSon 

Good Open PM 3*4 3308 Ms open treat gM alarm 


Norway 

Geflo 


45 46 Foe Opan Petti 33*3 M M ite opan /Bnaonaftto jot icy 


Although the author Margaret 
Mitchdl guarded her privacy zealously, 
a small purse she was carrying the night 
in 1949 when she was struck by a car 
while crossing Peachtree Street in 
Newnan, Georgia, is on display there. 
It's all part of a celebration of the 60th 
anniversary of the publication of 
Mitchell’s “Gone With the Wind.” The 
black zippered bag contains her wallet, 
driver's license, Atlanta Carnegie Lib- 
rary card, paper Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway credit cards, calling cards, a 
thimble, a small silver box and a 
handkerchief embroidered with her 
nickname, “Pteggy.” 
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Sophia Loren and her husband Carlo Ponti arriving at the White House, 


Spain 

LaMofina 


B5 155 Fair Opm Petal IB/3 atnMtsopmiapptrtuaffM 


Lake Louisa 
Whisflsf 


Good Opm V*r 2*4 6* U Ms opart tasftsmw 
Hood Open Var 1*4 25060*. gggdoOpnuUst 


AJpedTtuaz 35 300 

Avoriaz 130 130 

Chamonix 30 245 

Courchevel BO 120 

Les Deux Alpes 30 320 


LaPiagns 100 205 

Tignea 120 190 

ValdTs&re 35 160 

tal Thorans SO 200 


Good Opm PM 3*4 67X2 Bfi qm s&n at M Imb 

Good Opm PM 3M m 4Zflts. araftn tmufrooi 

Good Ooasd PM 3*4 438? Ms. poor atom im&ta&arr 

Goad Opm Var 374 Msopm, satmgnutMng 

Good Open Var 3*4 SffiSUbcpm. ETOf store 23Cttn 

Good Opan Var 314 alBs atm. good atom moBana 

Good Opm PM 3*4 WOtltS MxALFnig rws jreef 

Good Opm PM 3*4 gBOMtapeA rtsOftMtoan^ay 


Champory 5 120 Fur Cksod ta 3*4 MBtoq 

Crans Montana 0 225 Good Ckmd Var 3*4 32/41* 

Davos 20 IGS Good Opm PM 3*4 5365 0 

Grindehrald 0 90 Good Ckxad ta 3*4 3V33M 

Kkatsrs 5 ISO Good Cbsed Ur 3*4 59650 

SL Mofttz 20 60 FW Worn Vkr 3* 23 IBs, 1 

Verbter 5 IBS Goad Worn ta 3*4 39390 

Wengen 20 50 FSr Open ta 3*4 13030 

Zermatt 5 200 Good Worn PM 3M 30970 


Germany 

Berchtesgadan 5 BO 
Garrniscfri HI 340 


US. 

Breckanrtdga SSO 245 

Crastad Butte 1*5 205 

Keystone 215 225 

Heavenly 1B3 300 

Park City 280 275 

TeOratoe 170 ISO 

Vafl 135 2S5 


ta 31*3 r70s 
Mad 31/3 atSti 
Pckd 31/3 IS WiB 
Pefcd V4 23 Sh 

Spring 25*3 tBHt 
Pckd 31*3 MIDI 
Mod 31*3 2BSh 


Fair Cbaed Var 3*4 tom Ola, good Obomaktomn 
Good Soma tar 3*4 2S9B Mb own, a/oaokrabaa n 


A judge rated that Leona Hefanstey 
disobeyed his orders to answer questions 
under oath in a breach of contract suit, and 
ordered her to pay a fired executive $1.17 
mil lion, p his interest Helmriey was sued 
by Willtam Lubliner, the fonner chief 
financial officer of HelmsUy Enterprises, 
whom she fired in 1992 while rite was in 
prison on tax evasion charges. 

□ 

An official dinner far President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro of Italy gave the 
White House an opportunity to honor a 
roster of eminent Italian- Americans this 


rocker Jon Bon Jovi, and the writer Gay 
Talese, among many. And seated next to 
President BID Clinton was the seem- 
ingly ageless Sophia Loren, in a low-* 
cut dress by Armani. 


down at the end of each day’s shooting; 
foe statement added. 


Kaf L.U: Dapti In an an kmr md upper riopss. Mtn. PMbs Mouarimfcta pWas. Raa. Pfatss Ani 
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week, including the film director Mar- 
tin Scorsese, Nicholas Cage, who last 


Fw Cbsad tar 2*4 UTIfi Ms. good abon 2000m 


flaporo BflriW by tm SU Cbb at (iw Brtata. 


tin Scorsese, Nicholas Cage, who last 
week won foe Oscar for best actor, the 


Residents of Lyon — especially the 
older generation — will be in for a shock 
next week: the Nazi swastika will By 
over city hall for the first time in half a 
century. The filmmaker Claade Beni is 
making a movie, “Lucie Aubrac,” 
about a famous Resistance leader. “We 
are conscious that such a symbol could 
shock foe people of Lyon,” said a City 
Council statement, adding that city's 
mayor and fonner prime minis ter Ray- 
mond Barre has written to Resistance 
and Jewish groups as well as locals over 
the issue. The flag of the Third Reich 
will be draped over foe balcony of the 
city hall next Monday , and will be taken 


The former Walt Disney Studios 
di a mrum Jeffrey Katzeaberg wfl] file a 
$300 million lawsuit this -month to get 
what he he claims is rightfully his, nf 
chiding profits from “The Lion King*” 
The New York Observer reported. %ae 
suit will target Disney’s chmrman, Mi- 
chael .Eisner, 'nee chairman, Roy Dfe* 
ney, and president, Michael Qvitz. 


The French oceanogr apher Jacques 
Cousteau andhis son Jean-Mkhd have 
settled a dispute being beard in Fiji over 


the younger Cousteau, his lawyer says. 
The agreement allows Jean-Michel's 
diving resort ioJRp to use die name Jean- 
Michel Cousteau Fiji TalanHie Resort. . • 
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With AT&T you can place 
calls to the U.S. (and to over 210 
countries) quickly and easily. Just 
rake your calling card, dial the AT&T 
Access dumber for the country 
you’re in, and you’ll be connected to 
an English-speaking operator of 
voice prompt within seconds. You'll 
be home in no time Fast, easy call- 
ing worldwide. That’S fbur True 
Choice?* AF&T. 


EUROPE 




. .....8814111 

' - 

3Brttflx*+++ 

022-903-011 



8-81-100-10 


Boraist — ..... 
Butoaria* 

.80-800-8010 

00-800-0010 

. 
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CzBckRepakflc*. 
Dtanaik 

88-42-080-181 

8881-8010 

; 
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Franca 

- 19-0611 


Gwnaiy _n3S-H10 
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wr 172 -mi 
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Luwnbourg. 0-aoiwmi 

Htcfldosia, ECRrttt .. . .99-8IHMB88 
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PwtugaJt. 05817-1-288 

Romaala' -...-81-880-4288 

Rusla*t (Moscow) -.155-5642 
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«P - 90*99-00-11 

S"Hlra 020-795-611 
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880-081 

.Cyprus's - 

Egypt- (Cabo) 1 

880-98818 

510-021 

Israel 

177-1 IW.77T7 

Jeniana 18 800 808 

Kuwait ■ 
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Qatar ■ 

SamH Arabia • 

Syria. 
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888-121 

AFRICA 
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JB 0-081 

Gao Ha' 
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Sierra Laona 1110 
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Zimbabwat 
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AfgentinaO .....001-800210-1111 
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CMItt ; 800-88^311 

CohnUa. 880^*818 
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.FrwOar- OtKhllS 

B Salvariantlt ... : - _ 880-1785 

E tete mab' l tt , I SP 

JknkaOOOa.^. 96-888-02-4248 

i.174 

Nauu*....; • ,109 

Pmd* 171 

-.-15-11-12# 
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K£ST Access numbers for coontries te the Asta/Padfic region are listed daily in foe Asbu edition of the IhtenntiiHuI Herald Tribune. 
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